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LETTER OF TRAl^^SMITTAL. 



STATE OF MICHIGAN, ) 
Department of State, v 
Lansing, January 10, 1889, ) 

To the ffonoraile the Legislature : 

In compliance with the provisions of section 6 of act No. 28, of the public 

acts of 1887, entitled, An act to provide for the appointment of a Game and 

Fish Warden and to prescribe his powers and duties,** I have the honor to 

transmit herewith such portions of the monthly reports of the State Game 

and Fish Warden as are deemed of interest to the public. 

Very'respectfuUy, 

GILBERT E. OSMUN, 
^ Secretary of State, 
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REPORT. 



Office of State Game and Fish Wabdbn, | 
Grand Rapids, Mich., December 28, 1888. J 



To the Secretary of State : 

In order that yon may comply with that provision of the game warden 
act which requires yon to transmit to the Legislature such portions of the 
' monthly reports of the State Game and Fiah Warden as are of public inter- 
est^ I have prepared and herewith submit a summary of the work of this 
department since its creation, March 15, 1887, as shown by such monthly 
reports, together with such other information as the reports suggest and as 
to me seem proper to be laid before the Legislature. , 

Immediately upon my appointment, the work of securing a force of 
deputy wardens was entered upon, and after a few months' careful work the 
assistance of from one to three deputies in each county, having like powers 
within their respective counties as myself, was secured. Since that time the 
list of deputy wardens has been changed by removals and resignations; but 
nearly every vacancy has been filled by a new appointment aiid I attach a 
list of the deputy wardens of each county holding office at this date, together 
with their respective postoffice addresses. They number 151. In every 
instance these appointments have been made either after my personal exam- 
ination of the situation, or upon the petition of reliable residents of the 
county. 

The work of "enforcing the statutes of this State for the protection and 
propagation of birds, game and fish^' was entered upon immediately after 
my appointment, and as shown by the monthly report filed in the office of 
the Secretary of State April 27, 1887, there were 35 arrests made for viola- 
tions of the game and fish laws in the first month of the existence of this 
department, and several trials were had and convictions obtained before the 
end of the month. In view of this statement, it is needless to add that prior 
to the passage of the game warden act, but little attention was paid to the 
game and fish laws and they were generally disregarded. The sentiment of 
the people regarding them soon changed when it bacame generally known 
that they were to be enforced, and in the place of open and flagrant viola- 
tions the department had to deal with offenders who covered their violations 
as far as possible. This clearly demonstrated the necessity of the aid of 
competent deputy wardens in each county to make complaints and secure 
evidence sufficient to convict guilty parties ; and this in turn showed the 
need of some provision by which the deputy wardens might be assured of 
proper remuneration for services performed and expenses necessarily incurred. 
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The game warden act leaves it to the boards of supervisors of the respective 
counties to fix the compensation of deputy wardens^ and in most of the 
counties of the State the supervisors have voted a fair compensation and 
have given their support to the work of the department. The compensation 
awarded ranges from $2 per day for time actually spent^ to an annual com- 
pensation of $1,000. In other counties (notably Saginaw^ St. Glair, Alpena^ 
Macomb and Missaukee), the supervisors have persistently refused to com- 
pensate the deputy wardens in any manner. In other counties the compensa- 
tion awarded is so meager as to be of little value as an incentive to work. 
For obvious reasons this has rendered it quite impossible properly to enforce 
these laws in such counties; and this provision regarding the compensation 
of deputy wardens, or rather a lack of such provison, I regard as one defect 
in the game warden act which should be remedied, A provision granting 
the deputy wardens the fees of sheriffs for like services, and leaving it to the 
supervisors to allow such further compensation as they will, would improve 
this branch of the law and secure good service by the deputy wardens in 
counties which now grant no compensation. In this connection I desire also 
to call attention to the need of at least three State deputies to assist in secur- 
ing competent county deputies, and proper work on their part, and to do 
special work in localities where the sentiment is opposed to these laws, and 
to assist generally in the work of the department. The need of this and 
other revisions of these laws may be emphasized in the proper time and 
place. 

I have said that during the first month after the creation of this depart- 
ment there were 35 arrests made for violations of the game and fish laws. 
The trials of many of these parties did not take place until the following 
month, and the monthly report for May 25, 1887, shows that out of 65 arrests 
up to that date there were 59 convictions, and the fines and costs imposed 
and paid amounted to $344.83. The arrests during the month of June, 1887, 
numbered 28, the convictions 25, and fines imposed amounted to $173.78. 
It seems unnecessary to call attention to each month's report. During the 
first six months after my appointment, the number of arrests for violations 
of these laws averaged 39 a month, and in each month nearly all of those 
arrested were convicted. The average number of arrests during the last nine 
months has been 24, and the average for the entire twenty-one months that 
the department has existed is 23. 

A monthly report has been required from each Deputy Warden, upon 
blanks prepared for that purpose, showing all arrests made, the offense 
charged, the result of trial and the fine and costs imposed. These reports 
show that from March 15, 1887, when this office was created, to December 15, 
1888, there have been 482 arrests made for violations of the game and fish 
laws. Of that number 398 were convicted, either upon trial or by pleading 
guilty, while 84 were acquitted, discharged or the cases nolle prossed. 

The fines imposed upon conviction vary from $1 to $50, and the total fines 
and costs paid by these offenders aggregate $5,632.11. In many instances the 
magistrates released the offenders upon suspended sentences, while 14 of 
those convicted served short sentences in the county jails in lieu of payment 
of fines. 

The monthly reports shew that the offenses charged against these offenders 
are quite evenly divided between the game and fish laws. The violations of 
the game laws for which arrests were made number 243, and the violations of 
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the fish laws number 239, A large proportion of the yiolations of the game 
laws haye related to deer and quail^ while the offenses against the fish laws 
are about ereiily divided between unlawful speariug^ the use of unlawful uets 
and the use of dynamite. 

Three cases arising under these laws hare been taken to the Supreme Court. 
In the first (People vs. Kirsch) a conviction for illegal fishing was affirmed 
and the constitutionality of the act under which the complaint was made was 
declared. In the next case {In re Moore) the Supreme Gourt granted the dis- 
charge from custody of a party convicted and imprisoned at M.t. Giemens for 
fishing in inland waters with a net^ contrary to one provision of Section 2, 
Act No. 265 of 1887, upon the ground that such provision was not covered by 
the title of the act. No opinion was filed by the judge in this case and there 
w/is a general misapprehension as to its extent and meaning. It was gener- 
ally declared that the entire fish law had been declared void. The depart- 
mmt, by circulars and letters and through the medium of the press, corrected, 
this erroneous report of the decision as soon as possible, and the law, with the 
exception of the one provision referred to, has been enforced as far as possible 
and violators prosecuted. 

The third case appealed to the Supreme Court was that of the People vs. 
O'Neil (39 If. W. Rep. 1). The conviction of the respondent for selling 
quail after the eight days' limit was reversed upon the ground that the quail 
were purchased in Missouri and that our laws apply only to Michigan game, 
although not so limited in express words. The constitutionality of the sec- 
tion claimed to be violated was affirmed by the Supreme Court, so far as 
Michigan game is concerned. 

In trials before juries there has been little disposition shown on the part of 
jurors to acquit accused parties where the evidence has shown them to be 
violators. There are exceptions in some counties. And invariably the better 
sentiment of the people is in favor of the enforcement of any law that the 
Legislature sees fit to put upon the statute books. 

It belongs to the State Board of Fish Commissioners to show how large, 
important and valuable are the fish interests as a food-product of the State. 
The game interests are equally as important, and as a food-product the game 
in this State is much more important than is generally known. 

Knowing the extent of these interests, it is clear that their preservation 
djBpends very largely upon the enforcement of the laws pertaining to them. 
In order that the people might become familiar with these laws, nearly the 
entire edition of 10,000 copies of the game and fish compilation has been dis- 
tributed, under the supervision of this department, throughout the State. 
In addition to this, the substance of the more important laws has been pub- 
lished in the form of notices of warning, which have been generally posted. 

My ' visits for consultation with the deputy wardens and in the general 
work of the department have extended to all parts of the State, and I find 
that ignorance of these laws can rarely be claimed in excuse for their viola- 
tion, so generally have they been published and circulated. And I have ob- 
served an increasing interest on the part of citizens generally in seeing them 
enforced and offenders of them punished. 

Respectfully, 

WM. ALDBN SMITH, Warden. 
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WARDEN AND DEPUTIES. 



CORRECTED LIST, DECEMBER 28, 1888. 



WILLIAM ALDBN SMITH, STATE GAME AND FISH WARDEN, GRAND RAPIDS. 



Alcona county— Charles Foley, West Harrisville; O. H. Smith, Harrisville. 
Alger county—George Terrio, Au Train. 

Allegan county— N. G: Davis, Otsego; Edwy C. Reid, Allegan. 
Alpena county— Eugene U. Furhush, Alpena; W. E. Kurtz. Alpena, 
Antrim county — Alexander Campbell, EUs Rapids; Frank M. Severence, East Jordan. 
J. A. Carey, Central Lake. ' 
Arenac county— Bernard F. Baurasso, Worth P. O.; George N. Schillinger, Standish. 
Baraga county — N. S. Pennock, Baraga. 

Barry county— Edwin O. Hyde, Morgan; Oliver England, Orangeville Mills. 
Bay county— Frank Shawl, Bay City. 

Benzie county — Morris Case, Homestead; Peter Mick, Frankfort. 

Berrien county— John N. Glavin, New Buffalo ; Benjamin Earle, Niles; Edward 
Paynes, St. Joseph. 

Branch county— D. W. Post, Bronson; Abel Coon, Quincy. 

Calhoun county— Frank H. Wherry, Marshall; Robert B. Weir, Battle Creek. 

Cass county — Robert Lundy, Marcellus; E. Barlow Jewell, Dowagiac; A. J. Cooper, 
Redfield. 

Charlevoix county — Willard A. Smith, Charlevoix. 

Chippewa county— Samuel Butterfield, Detour; Peter M. Moore, Sault Ste. Marie. 
Clare county— Joseph N. Brown, Far well; William Rossi Clare. 
Clinton county — A. J. Moss, Maple Rapids; L. H. Allen, Shepardsville. 
Crawford county— J. S. Cugo, Wellington; Thomas Wakeley, Grayling; Elijah Flagg, 
Frederic. 

Delta county— Charles J. Stratton, Escanaba. 

Eaton county— George W. Sherwood, Charlotte; Carlisle Holmes, Grand Ledge; C. A. 
Collar, Eaton Kapids. 
Emmet county— J. D.. Rawden, Carp Lake. 

Genesee county — Sampson Hatt, Argentine; Charles Hewitt, Flint. 

Gladwin county— Chas. W. Van Valkenberg, Gladwin; F. L. Prindle, Gladwin. 

Gogebic county — E. V. Con ley, Watersmeet. . 

Grand Traverse county— J. W. Thomas, Traverse City; C. E. Brewster, Lake 
Brewster. 

Gratiot county — Andrew S. Mclntyre, St. Louis. 
Hillsdale county— Russell Converse, Hillsdale. 

Houghton county— James N. Cox, Calumet; Edward F. Douglass, Houghton. 
Huron county— George F. WetselJ, Sand Beach. 
Ingham county — W. H. McKale, Lansing. 

Ionia county— Mark Rodman, Ionia; William Hutchinson, Portland; Lewis C. 
Walker, Saranac. 

Iosco county— Charles R Henry, Au Sable; John Sims, Jr., East Tawas. 
Iron county— Elisha Morgan, Stambaugh. 
Isabella county— Samuel Craft, Mt. Pleasant. 

Jackson county— Richmond W. French, Brooklyn; Amaziah J. Derby, Jackson. 
Kalamazoo county — Wm. A. Glover, Kalamazoo. 

Kalkaska county— Jerry Knis, Kalkaska; Wm. F. Hubbard, E^alkaska; Wm. J. Getty, 
Kalkaska. 
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Kent county— C. B. Corbin, Lowell; Chidstier S. Ford, Cedar Springs; Qeorge H. 
Miller, City. 

Keweenaw county— Ed. S. Walters, Copper Harbor; Wm. Chapman, Phoenix; (George 
Mayo, Eagle River. 
I^e county— John Baldwin, Baldwin; Bert Lincoln, Luther. 
Lapeer county— A. W. Carey, Lapeer; Bliss H. Darby, Almont. • 
Leelanaw county— Barton B. EUis, Leelanaw. 

Lenawee county— Myron J. Pierce, Adrian; J. B. Allen, Devil's Lake. 
Livingston county— Chas. C. Butler, Hamburg; B. T. 0. Clark, Brighton. 
Luce county— J. K. Anderson, McMillan; W. H. Kaye, Newberry. 
Mackinac county— Patrick McCann, St. Ignace. 

Macomb county— Howard Weeks, Mt. Clemens; Andrew G. Wintermute, Romeo. 
Manistee county — Levi Townsend, Manistee; P. W. Kiskem, Manistee. 
Manitou county— Frederick Butts, Beaver Island. 
Marquette county — Jacob Dolf, Marquette. 

Mason county— Chas. 0. Holmes, Batchellor; Orin Percival, Free Soil; George Cogs- 
well, Ludington. 

Mec#sta county— Gorge W. Reed, Stanton; A. R. Streeter, Mecosta. 

Menominee county— James Moriarty, Iron Mountain; S. E. Baker, Menominee; E. 
14. Kraemer, Waucedah. 

Midland county— Henry Hubbard, Edenville; Joseph C. Townsend, Midland; James 
Calvary, Midland. 

MieMsaukee county — Frank Downing, Manton; Washington Reeder, Lake City. 
Monroe county— R. R. Kirby, Petersburgh; J. C. Potter, Erie. 
Montcalm county— Augustus T. Call, Lakeview. 

Montmorency county — Allen Briley, Vienna; Herman Besser, Hill man; W. Law- 
rence Leach, Atlanta. 

Muskegon county— Porter A. Fuller, Muskegon; C. E. Coon, Casnovia. 

Newaygo county — Matthew Geinst, Fremont; Edwin O. Shaw, Newa ygo . 

Oakland county— Geo. W. Stephens, Milford; Chas. F. Beebe, Orion; Wm. YanBuch 
kirk, Pontiac. 

Oceana county— Wm. A. Rounds, Pent water; John Kidder, Hart. 
Ogemaw county— Albert Seaman, West Branch; Hiram Hodge, Churchill. 
Ontonagon county — Ira B. Strong, Watersmeet. 
Osceola county — Burton Halladay, Ash ton. 
Oscoda county— Robert Madden, Fair view. 
Otsego county— Otis H. Carpenter, Gaylord. 

Ottawa county— Chas. L. Moody, Jenisonville; Thos. Hammond, Spring Lake. 
Presque Isle county— John Kauffman, Presque Isle; Charles Case, Ocqueoc; Christian 
Klee, Kogers City. 

Roscommon county— Silas B. Conklin, Prudenville; Warren D. Franklin, Roscom- 
mon; Chas. L. De Walle, St. Helen. 
Saginaw county — 
Sanilac county— 

Schoolcraft county — Robert C. McKesson, Manistique. 
Shiawassee county — 

St. Clair county— C. C. Smith, Algonac; Frank DeLand, Memphis. 
St. Joseph county— J. C. Bennett, Sturgis; Chas. Rice, Three Rivers; E. L. Benham, 
Elinger Lake. 

Tuscola county— John A. McPherson, Caro; A. B. Merritt, Wisner. 
Van Buren county— E. S. Harvey, Bangor; C. F. Day, Lawton. 
Washtenaw county — S. A. Ferguson, Ypsilanti; Jasper Imus, Ann Arbor; Arthur K. 
Rouse, Saline. 

Wayne county— John Parker, Junction Ave., West Detroit; John W. Jardine, Rock- 
wood; Richard Poole, 268 Randolph St., Detroit. 
Wexford county— John H. Wheeler, Sherman; Harry S, Huson, Manton. 



J. C. Parker, President, Grand Rapids. 
John H. Bissell, Detroit. 
Herschel Whittaker, Detroit. 
♦George D. Mussey, Secretary, Detroit. 
W. D. Marks, Sup't of Fisheries, Paris. 
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STATE OF MICHIGAN, ) 
Department of State, >• 
Lansing, Dec. 31, 1890, ) 

To the Honorable, the Legislature: 

In compliance with the provisions of section 6 of act No. 28 of the public 
acts of 1887, entitled, "An act to provide for the appointment of a Game 
and Fish Warden and to prescribe his powers and duties," I have the 
honor to transmit herewith such portions of the monthly reports of the 
State Game and Fish Warden as are deemed of interest to the public. 

Very resi)ectfully, 

GILBEET E. OSMUN, 

Secretary of State. 
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REPORT. 



Office of State Game and Fish Warden, ) 
Grand Rapids, Mich., December 31, 1890, ) 

To the Secretary of State: 

In compliance with the provisions of the act creating the office of Game 
and Fish Warden, which requires you to transmit to the Legislature such 
portions of the monthly reports of the State Game and Fish 
Warden as may be of public interest, I herewith submit a sum^ 
mary of the work of the department since its creation, March 
15, 1887, as shown by the nionthly reports on file in your office, alid 
as to me seem proper to be laid before the Legislature. The work of the 
department since my last biennial report communicated by you to the 
Legislature has been continued in all parts of the State. During the 
entire period of my official term, three years and nine months from March 
15, 1887, the statutes for the protection and propagation of birds, game 
and fish have been enforced vigorously and without partiality or favor. 
The number of arrests made in the State during this period are. 



Total , . 726 

Total number of convictions 564 

Total number of acquittals 139 

Cases undisposed of 8 

Total amount of fines and costs imposed and collected $8,148 09 



The cost of maintaining the State Game and Fish Warden's 
office, exclusive or salary, for the three years and nine 
months beginning March 15, 1887, and ending December « 
31, 1890, which includes furniture, printing, postage, tele- 
graph, express, traveling expenses, special assistance, 
clerk hire, etc., $6,378 56 

which will more fully appear from the record filed and annual reports in 
the office of the Auditor General, made in accordance with the provisions 
of law. 

The number of arrests made in the State for violations of the laws 
which the Legislature in their wisdom have enacted for the protection, 
preservation and propagation of birds, game and fish, amply attests the 
wisdom of providing a special department whose sole duty it shall be to 
enforce these various statutes. The oflPenses committed are in the main 
trivial, but in the aggregate if permitted to continue without resistance or 
interference by the State would reach an enormous sum, far in excess of 
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what the casual observer understands or appreciates. The fish product of 
ou^ great lakes and inland waters lawfully taken in each year have a 
market value which intires to the general prosperity hundreds and 
thousands of people in the State, and while the statutes regulating our 
fisheries are proi)erly enforced and the people made to understand that the 
limitations and restrictions are in their own interest, this vast and rare 
product can be preserved to the uses of our own people for many years to 
come, while if the laws which have been enacted are, through a lack of 
interest on the part of the State, i)ermitted to become dead letters upon the 
statute books, and unlawful fishing thus encouraged and the use of unlaw- 
ful nets permitted, the fisheries will soon become exhausted and the i)eople 
deprived of the use of the product, the production and propagation of 
which has been of great value to the people and the State. \ 

The laws for the protection of birds and game are the means of preserv- 
ing to the people a valuable and staple product enjoyed in almost every 
section of our commonwealth. My reports from diflPerent sections of the 
State indicate a largely increased game product. Deer, which up to the 
tinle of the passage of these laws seemed to be disappearing in great 
rapidity, are again multiplying and increasing, and the salutary effect of 
the statute prescribing the season in which they may be lawfully taken, pro- 
hibiting the use of the dog, the artificial light and killing within the 
waters, seems destined to preserve this remnant of our early forest life 
into the distant future. The plentiful supply of quail, partridge, duck, etc., 
attest the wisdom of their proper protection by the State, and the senti- 
ment of the people regarding the efficacy of these laws is manifested by 
the fact that out of 726 arrests made during the three years and nine 
months in different parts of the State, 564 of the accused have either pleaded 
guilty or been convicted upon trials before juries in thei/respective local- 
ities, and the 139 acquittals during this entire time was more the result of 
insufficient evidence upon which to base a prosecution, than the result of 
any sentiment which was being met in their communities by the verdict of 
•^icquittal. During my official term I have found the best and most general 
sentiment of the State in favor of the enforcement of these laws and the 
wisdom of their enactment has been attested upon every hand. Some dif- 
ference of opinion exists in different localities regarding the close and open 
seasons in which the people can lawfully take birds, game and fish. These 
various opinions have been quite harmoniously solved by the enactments 
of preceding legislatures, but in the light of the experience of the past few 
year^ I have no doubt that this branch of our legislation can be perfected 
still further. 

During my administration of this department the most serviceable 
assistance in procuring evidence and furnishing information of the 
violation of these laws has come from the deputy wardens appointed 
under the law, and I cheerfully share much of the credit to which the 
department may be entitled for work done with the local deputies, and 
hope some provision may be made by the legislature for their proper 
compensation. This department has, during the three years and nine 
months of its existence, distributed among the people as requested, fifteen 
thousand copies of the game and fish laws of the State, printed in accord- 
ance with the authority given by the legislature, and has answered^ a vast 
' amount of correspondence by letter and otherwise, relative to the work of 
the department and the laws in force. We have operated upon the prin- 
ciple, that the laws must be known to be respected, and by circular. 
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pamphlet^ posters and letters, have endeayored to make the people under- 
stand the general policy of the State in this regard, and each year the work 
of the department has been simplified in proportion as the people have . 
become educated to these laws, which in the main are regarded as wise andr 
beneficial. 

During my official term I have noted the work of the Michigan 
Fish Commission, and, although separate and distinct from this depart- 
ment, have been impressed with its usefulness and value to the State. Frpm 
almost every township and county invitations have come to specially guard 
and protect the inland waters planted with fish from the Michigan hatdh- 
eries and it is not too much to say that the value of fish product in the inlalid 
waters of the State has been increased many fold by the artificial propaga- 
tion process and planting of the Michigan Fish Commission, and many of 
the best posted fishermen on the great lakes now concede the plan to be 
entirely practicable of planting fish artificially propagated at the various 
State hatcheries, in the great lakes, and I specially commend the work of 
that department to the generous regard of the legislature. Their work is 
the result of years of study and scientific demonstration, and as in the past 
the State was patient and persistent in bringing it to its present efficiency, 
so in the foture they should be generous and appreciative of its value as a 
food producing resource to the people. 

Kespectfully, 

WILLIAM ALDEN SMITH, 

Warden. 
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LETTER OF TRANSMITTAL. 



STATE OP MICHIGAN, 
Depabtment of State, 

Lansing^ Dee. 31, 1892, 



To the Honorable^ the Legislature: 

In compliance with the provisions of section 6 of act No. 28 of the 
public acts of 1887, entitled, "An act to provide for the appointment of a 
Game and Fish Warden and to prescribe his powers and duties," I hi^ve 
the honor to transmit herewith such portions of the monthly reports of the 
State Game and Pish Warden as are deemed of interest to the public. 




Very respectfully. 



ROBT. R. BLACKER. 
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REPORT. 



Office of the State Game and Fish Warden, 
Petoskejfy Mich., Dec. 27, 1892. 



To the Secretary of Slate : 

The following is respectf nlly submitted for the purpose of aiding you in 
carrying out the provisions of the law for the transmission to«the legisla- 
ture of a summary of the monthly reports of the State Game and Fish 
Warden filed in your office. 

I am gratified to state that the work of securing a proper observance of 
the fish and game laws of our state, so auspiciously begun by my pre- 
decessor, Hon. Wm. Alden Smith, has been crowned with at least a fair 
measure of success during the past two years: My experience verifies the 
statement of my predecessor in his last report, that the sentiment of the 
people as a whole is in favor of the enforcement of our laws for the preser- 
vation of fish and game. That these laws are often violated is true, but it 
is equally true of all our laws. And experience proves that where the fish 
and game laws are violated with impunity, and it is impossible to enforce 
them, there is a corresponding disregard for all law. Indeed, I believe 
that there are no laws in regard to any misdemeanors which are more 
carefully regarded and cheerfully obeyed than those for the preservation 
of fish and game. It would not be creditable to the intelligence of our 
people if such were not the case. For all must recognize the fact that the 
only way to preserve for ourselves and posterity the wealth of animal life 
in lake and stream, forest and field, is to restrict the destruction so that it 
shall not exceed the natural increase. 



The gratifying result of the better regard for the fish and game laws, 
noted in the warden's report two years ago, is even more apparent now. 
Notwithstanding the large number of quail that were killed last year, they 
were more plenty this year than ever oefore. In the counties where the 
warden's eflPorts have received proper support from the people, deer have 
never been so plenty since the settlement of the country as they were this 
fall, and the same is true of all protected game except partridge, which 
have suffered from, the extensive forest fires for three consecutive seasons. 



THE effect of BETTEB ENFOBOBMENT OF LAW. 
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The increase of trout in our strisamB is due as much to the restrictions put 
upon their destruction as to the remarkably successful work done by the 
State Fish Commissioners in propagatjng them, and although, owing to 
defective laws, there was practically no protection of our inland lakes until 
last year; the reckless spearing and netting of fish has now been stopped, 
and a year or two will prove the wisdom of the legislature in amending the 
law. 



The great importance of our commercial fisheries is so well understood 
by all, and has been so frequently presented in the reports of the State 
Board of Fish Commissioners, that it needs no argument to show the 
necessity of better laws than we have yet had for their preservation, and 
the mostefficient system of enforcing such laws. But the preservation of 
of game and of fish in inland waters has usually been looked upon as being 
merely for the enjoyment of lovers of the rod and gun. Without wishing 
to ignore the importance' of preserving such sources of enjoyment for our 
citizens, I desire to call attention to their practical value. In neglecting 
the opportunities for fish culture offered by a thousand beautiful lakes and 
the streams which traverse every township in Michigan, we are throwing 
away one of the greatest resources of our state. The amount of food fish 
produced »by our inland waters can be almost indefinitely increased by 
restricting the catch, and seconding the Fish Commissioners' efforts to 
stock them with the fish for which each lake and stream is best adapted- 
It only requires judgment and self restraint to insure a crop from our 
inland waters which will very materially add to the income derived from 
the products of our fields. 

Game is another unappreciated source of profit. The interests of the 
sportsman and farmer are identical. The former should protect the game 
because he can make it pay him; the latter because of his love of sport 
Every true sportsman respects the farmer's rights to his enclosed lands, and 
is anxious to assist him in putting a stop to lawless shooting. And every sen- 
sible farmer should realize that the law-abiding sportsmen are their strong- 
est allies in preserving and developing one of the most profitable sources of 
income. Every patch of woods, every copse and stubble field may be made 
to yield a revenue by the intelligent protection of game. The only reason 
why our woods and fields are not alive with game is because of that same 
selfish recklessness which has destroyed the pigeons, buflfalo and other 
birds and beasts which were once so abundant. If the farmer does not 
himself care for sport, he can readily get a good price for his game, by 
selling the privilege of shooting to those who will not abuse it. In the 
newer portions of the state there are vast tracts of land from which all the 
timber has been stripped, and which all attempts to profitably cultivate 
have thus far proved unsuccessful. The rapid increase of deer under the 
protection offered by the confessedly imperfect system of the last six years 
affords a hint of how nature may restore a value to such so-called worth- 
less lands, providing a check is placed upon man's heedless destruction. 
The limits of this report will not permit any extended comments, but I 
consider the practical value of fish and game a matter worthy the thought- 
ful consideration of the legislature. 
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THE FAULT OF THE PRESENT SYSTEM. 



The weak point in the game warden system is the provision in regard to 
deputies. A farmer would not expect satisfactory service from a hired 
man who, at the end of the year, had to go around to the neighbors and 
beg them to pay him what he had earned. And it is equally unreasonaljle to 
expect efficient service from deputies whose compensation depends entirely 
upon the whim of the supervisors, as it does under the present law. No 
record was kept of the compensation of deputies under my predecessor, and 
although I have made an effort to ascertain the amounts from the clerks of 
the various counties, I have been unable to obtain anything more than the 
partial list attached to my December report, filed with the Secretary of State, 
and a summary of which appears in the accompanying table of expenses. 
This shows, however, that starting out with compensation at the rate of over 
ten thousand dollars a year, the allowance to deputies has grown less every 
year, until it is now only about two thousand a year. Very naturally, the 
most of the deputy wardens have learned that they have all they can do to 
work their supervisors, and every year the State warden has received less 
efficient assistance. The deputies cannot be blamed, for no one will do dis- 
agreeable work without proper compensation. How great has been the 
impairment in the efficiency of the assistance rendered by the deputy ward- 
ens is indicated by the attached table of ten years' enforcement, which 
shows that 28 per cent of all the warrants issued during the last two years 
were on the State warden's complaint. 

The present system is an excellent one where adequate compensation is 
provided by local associations or by the supervisors, or where the deputy 
serves simply because of his interest in the enforcement of the laws. 
There is undoubtedly a decided advantage in having two or three men in 
every county who are supposed to be more or less on the watch for violat- 
ors, out the vigorous enforcement of the law requires that this be supple- 
mented by a law which will authorize the employment of special deputies, 
adapted for the particular occasion, to act in any part of the state, and to 
be paid by the state for all the work they do. With such a law the local 
deputies would serve simply as a convenience to those who were willing to 
provide compensation, and the real work would devolve upon the State warden 
and a few competent assistants. It is not sufficient to pay a good salary 
to deputies. It should be arranged so as to depend upon the work actually 
done. A system that allowed one man for one day in the week the same 
salary for which another worked six days, would cause dissatisfaction and 
neglect of duties. Nor can the compensation be based upon convictions 
or prosecutions. For the very best work is that of guarding against viola- 
tions so carefully that no prosecutions are necessary. To secure the most 
efficient work at the least expense, the deputies should be paid by the state, 
on vouchers approved by the State warden, for the time actually spent 
under his direction, thus placing the compensation in the hands of the one 
held responsible for the enforcement of the laws. 



There are numerous particulars in which our present fish and game laws 
need amending. At an international conference of Fish and Game Com- 
missioners, held at Detroit on the 20th and 21st of this month, and 
attended by representatives from Canada and a number of states, a number 
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of important; recommendations were made the lawmakers of Canada and 
the lake states. Among them were the adoption of a system of wardens as 
above suggested, prohibiting the catching of whitefish during the month 
of November, prohibiting the catching or having in posession of white- 
fish under sixteen inches in length or lake trout under two pounds in 
weight, the destruction of all nets illegally used, various suggestions as to 
the setting of nets, etc. These recommendations I most heartily endorse 

A similar conference held on. the 13th day of this month at Minneapolis 
adopted a game law which is intended to secure uniformity of legislation, 
and which, with such changes as will adapt it to our needs, will be pre- 
sented for the consideration of the legislature at an early day. 

One provision of the general game law of 1S89, intended to prevent the 
sale of game during the close season, was nullified by the decision of the 
supreme court in the O'Neil case, to the effect that, under that law, game 
not killed in the State may be sold in Michigan at any time. This decision 
was recently broadened by a decision in the Kent circuit that if game is 
killed in Michigan during the open season it may be sold at any time, 
under the the present law. There is no doubt that a law restricting the 
selling to the open season would be constitutional if properly framed, and 
such a law would be of great value in preventing evasions. Act 151 of 
1881, prohibiting the shipment of game outside the State, has been decided 
to have been repealed through a mistake of the legislature of 1880, in 
including in the general game law a section which superseded it. For- 
tunately the mistake was not fully understood until recently, but the legis- 
lature must correct it or our State will be overrun with pot hunters to 
supply the markets of other states. 

The law intended to prevent the fouling of waters with sawdust and 
refuse, and the law in relation to fish ladders and dams are nullities in 
their present form. They should be amended so as to make them opera- 
tive, or else should be wiped out entirely. 

I find numerous provisions in both fish and game laws that are liable to 
lead to misapprehension and difficulty, and I shall suggest to the proper 
^ committee in due time such amendments as experience has shown are 
needed. Although both my predecessor and myself have in many cases con- 
ducted prosecutions in place of the prosecuting attorney, the statute is not 
as explicit as it should be in conferring this authority. Without the 
authority to conduct prosecutions, as well as to begin them, the warden 
would have no power to enforce the fish and game laws, and the act should 
be amended so that no question as to this right could possibly arise. 



I have endeavored to carry out the erood work begun by my predecessor 
in awakening the sentiment of the people to the necessity of an observance 
of the law, and in disseminating information regarding the laws. Three 
thousand copies of the compilation, five thousand posters and a large num- 
ber of circulars have been sent out, a poster giving an outline of the law 
having been sent to every postoffice in the state. For a summary of the 
details of the office I refer to the accompaning tables, and in conclusion I 
wish to express my grateful appreciation of the many friends of fish and 
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Oame and Fish Warden of Michigan. 




APPENDIX. 



TEN YBA.RS' ENFOBGEMRMT OF THE FISH AND GAME LAWS. 



(In the following table the statistics for the first fonr years, prior to the establishment of the Game 
Warden system, are taken from the reprrts of prosecotinff attorneys to the Attorney General. The 
last six years are taken from the State Game Warden's monthly reports in the office of the Secretary of 
State. The fines imposed for the years 1887, 1888, 1889 and 1890 cannot be griven with absolute accaracy, 
for the reason that dnring those years the reports indnded fines and costs of soits, and it was not al^rays 
possible to separate the items.) 



Years. 


No. days 
warden 
away 
from 
home. 


No. of 
com- 
plaints 
made by 
warden. 


Naof 
cases 
tried by 
warden. 


No. of 
arrests 
made by 
warden. 


No. of 
cases 
coa- 
▼icted. 


No. of 
cases 

acqoit- 
ted. 


No. of 
cases 
dis- 
missed. 


No. of 
per- 
sons 
con- 
victed. 


No. of 
per- 
sons 

acqoit- 
tod. 


Amt. of 
fines, not 
inclnd- 

ing 
costs. 


1888. 
















14 

7 

13 
22 


2 
14 

7 
6 


$75 00 
15 00 
802 00 
229 00 


















1885. 
































1887 


68 





7 





154 


21 


2 


220 


20 


2/msi 


1888 


77 





6 


' 


187 


26 


6 


171 


33 


2,072 57 


1889 


94 


3 


6 





77 


26 


8 


119 


86 


1,348 90 


1800. 


88 





2 





39 


18 


1 


50 


23 


647 61 


1801 


98 


19 


22 


16 


72 


10 


5 


89 


15 


1,421 00 


1892. 


141 


32 


28 


15 


68 


16 


12 


124 


19 


1,147 00 



TABLE OF GAME AND FISH WARDEN'S EXPENSES. 

(In (^following table the Tarions expenses may not be classified with abeolnte accaracy for the years 1887, 
1888, 1889 and 1890, for the reason that the expense statements for those years are f reqoently not itemized, 
but rendered, for instance, " Expenses, Lansins, Detroit and retorn." Where it was impossible to 
classify the items they were included In general olnoe expense) . 



For assistants for special work. 

For express and freight 

For printing and binding 

For postage. 



For telegraph and telephone 

For railroad aad boat fare, sleeper 

and chair car 

For livery, hacks and boat hire.. 

For hotels and meals 

For general office expense 

Total expense of game warden's 

office 

Compensation of depaties 



1887. 



84 25 

682 64 
192 00 
165 00 

203 64 
45 75 
128 60 
675 81 

2,097 78 
►8,797 65 



1888. 


1889. 


1890. 


1891. 


1892. 


$71 00 
88 25 
899 48 
185 00 
167 01 


$267 05 
85 50 
875 65 
805 00 
106 65 


$157 75 
86 85 
121 48 
242 00 
124 15 


$68 85 
4 54 
263 02 
108 50 
22 86 


$47 60 

1 81 
65 75 
75 60 
48 71 


106 05 
21 00 
117 50 
693 05 


99 15 
28 00 
164 35 
605 75 


88 55 
50 
155 80 
675 60 


374 67 
89 00 
151 90 
465 27 


857 61 
57 30 
163 25 
502 71 


1,796 24 
* 7,980 59 


1,986 10 
« 6,498 78 


1,552 68 
* 5,588 02 


1,^ 61 
5,170 52 


1,815 8$ 
8,412 00 



* It is impossible to ascertain the amounts paid by all of the coontles prior to 1891. 
wm what was paid in 45 ooonties from which reports were seonred. ( 
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Dispofiition of cases investigated hj State Warden. 



1891. 



1893. 



convicted on trial or pleaded guilty. __. 

aeqnitted 

In which prosecution diBcontinned 

*' a stop was put to violation complained of.. 
" violation was pFeTaBted...^..*».t,»«j.««,...*, 
obstruction com plalaed of fMBB4nrm..» 

" parties decamped -i— 

•* iUflSKl nets were seized __ 

of defective law 

proved to be false report... 

no evidooM ooQ&d be I 



72 
10 
5 

15 
7 



6 
U 
U 



16 
12 
17 
1 

12 
3 
1 
21 
St 



Total lumiliff -fioJallioiM 



189 



212 
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LETTER OF TRANSMITTAL. 



STATE OP MICHIGAN. ) 
Depabtment of State, > 

Lansing, Jan, 18, 1895, ) 

To the Honorable, the Legislature: 

In compliance with the provisions of section 6 of act No. 28 of the 

public acts of 1887, entitled "An act to provide for the appointment of 

a Game and Fish Warden and to prescribe his powers and duties," I have 

the honor to transmit herewith such portions of the monthly reports of 

\ 

the State Game and Fish Warden as are deemed of interest to the public. 

\ Very respectfully, 

\ WASHINGTON GARDNER, 

I Secretary of State, 
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KEPORT. 



Office of the State Game and Pish Wabden, 
Petoskej/f Mich.^ Jan. 15, 1895. 



To ihe Secretary of State: 

In acoordanoe with yoar request I herewith transmit sach extracts from 
my monthly reports as are likely to be of value to the le^lature, and of 



We have been very suooessful this month in breaking up the sale of 
game by dealers, and the indications are that the new law will be a suc- 
cess. In every instance when parties have been arrested for selling game 
during the closed season they have prepared for a vigorous and determined 
defense, but in every instance but one they have, changed their plea to 
guilty when the State Warden arrived to conduct the prosecution, and 
called the attention of their attorneys to the new law and the decisions of 
various supreme^courts bearing upon the principles involved. 



This winter I have been making an especial effort to at least check the 
violations of the deer law in the upper peninsula, which have been so flag- 
rant in the past, and thanks to the law authorizing the employment of 
special deputies, have already achieved considerable success. This month, 
particularly, as will be seen by statement of prosecutions, we have been 



interest to the State. 



Very respectfully youn, 



OHAS. S. HAMPTON, 
Game and Fish Warden of Michigan. 



JANUARY, 1894. 



FEBRUARY, 1894. 
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very suooesBful in convicting violators of the deer law, for which convic- 
tions Deputy Mayotte is entitled to great credit. 

There have been fewer violations of the deer law in the lower peninsula 
this winter than formerly, but thd few reports have received prompt 
attention. \ 

There have not been so many reports of spearing through the ioe as 
foriperly, but whether owing to lack of ice or abundance of Taw I am not 
able to say. 

AUGUST, 1894. 

There were less complaints of violation of the game law this year during 
August than usual. The principal reports were of violation of the deer 
law in the upper peninsula, and a few reports that deer were being killed 
in the remote districts of the lower peninsula. There were several locali- 
ties in which duck shooting began before the close of the month, but in 
the State at large this law was well observed. We have been more suc- 
cessful this year than ever before in prohibiting the shipment of trout for 
sale, the convictions for this offense having put a great check upon this 

Practice. The worst violations that have occurred this summer were the 
ynamiting of trout streams. The most determined efforts were made in 
several instances to secure evidence sufficient to warrant a prosecution, but 
this most outrageous of all violations of the fish law is from the very nature 
of things the most difficult of detection 

OPTOBER, 1894. 

During this month an especial effort was made to punish violators of the 
deer law in the upper peninsula, and remarkable success has crowned 
these efforts. In addition to the convictions reported in connection with 
the monthly services, there are quite a number of other cases pending, in 
some of which conviction is certain. Deputy Warden 0. E. Brewster is 
worthy of special mention for his remarkable success in the upper penin- 
sula, and an examination of the records shows that more upper peninsula 
violators of the deer law were punished this month than during the entire 
first four years after the office of Game Warden was created, while a large 
number of deer dogs have been killed and tons of contraband game seized. 

NOVEMBER 1894. 

During,the month of November the State Warden and his assistants 
have given their special attention to violations of the deer law in the lower 
peninsula, and the remarkable number of convictions secured, to say noth- 
ing of the far more important work of preventing violations, shows the 
result of systematic and concerted efforts. The State Warden issued com- 
plete and specific instructions to all the county deputy wardens in the deer 
region in regard to visiting hunters' camps to look for venison the day 
before the open season, and also in regard to locating dogs and keeping 
watch of hunters from other states. 

Until last year the law forbidding the export of game was a dead letter, 
hunters from other states taking hundreds of deer home with them packed 
in baggage. This year by securing the co-operation of transportation 
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oompanies and arranging for a systematic watoh of all trdng leaving the 
deer region, and a search of all suspected baggage, freight and express, the 
export of venison by hunters has been almost entirely broken up. The 
arrest and conviction of so many who attempted to violate the law, and the 
seizure of tons of venison, deterred scores of outside hunters who have 
been in the habit of disregarding the law, and saved hundreds of deer for 
the use of our own citizens. About a thousand pieces of baggage were 
searched by the State Warden and his assistants, and great credit is due to 
all the county and deputy wardens for their careful and efiScient work in 
preventing the export of game, even when shipped to some point near the 
border, to be secretly conveyed across the line. The papers speak of the 
cold storage warehouses of Chicago being filled with thousands of deer 
from Wisconsin and Minnesola. But thanks to the efforts of my assist- 
ants, and to the public spirited friends of game protection who gave us 
hints and information, the markets of the union are not supplied with 
Michigan game. 

The law against the use of dogs in hunting deer was more generally 
observed this year than it has ever been before, but in some counties, par- 
ticularly in the northeastern part of this peninsula there were numerous 
violations. From the very nature of things it is a most difficult matter to 
secure sufficient evidence to secure a conviction for putting dogs upon 
deer tracks, and the law should be amended so as to make it more easy of 
enforcement. If dogs were used only by men possessed with the true 
instincts of the sportsman it might do to permit their use. But in most 
cases they are simply used to drive the deer out of the swamps and bring, 
them within the range of g«ns in the hands of pot hunters who would sooner 
kill a deer swimming in the water than in any other way. I visited one 
camp on Hunt's Creek, Montmorency county, where fifty-three deer were 
killed within a circle of five miles the first two weeks of the season. Out- 
side hunters to the number of about twenty were camped with a resident 
who had a number of dogs. The owner of the dogs and his hired man 
would take the dogs into the swamp and unseen by anyone put them on 
the track of the deer, and the men who presumably paid for the privilege, 
although there was no way to prove it, surrounded the swamp, making 
escape impossible. And, strange to say, the sympathy of the community 
seemed to be with the men who were responsible for this ruthless slaughter. 

DECEMBER, 1894. 

In accordance with former custom I present with this report for the last 
month in the last year of my four years of service as Game and Fish War- 
den of Michigan suggestions for the consideration of the legislature and 
my successor in office, together with information for the general public^ 
In this connection I wish to express my hearty appreciation of the assist- 
ance I have received in the discharge of the duties of this office. As a 
rule the bounty wardens have been much more active and faithful in the 
discharge of their duties than could be expected, the compensation of all 
being small, and in most cases nothine at all. 

The deputy wardens have been faiOiful and reliable, and have almost 
invariably shown ffood judgment in the discharge of their difficult duties 
Amon^ those to whom I am most indebted I can not forbear mentioning 
Deputies F. O. Mayotte, Chas. E. Brewster, Leander Bivard and Jason 
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E. Niohola Great aBsistanoe baa also been r^celTed from ofScers and 
members of fish and game clubs and from hundreds of private citizens all 
over the State who realize the necessity of restricting the destruction of 
game and fish. The transportation companies hiave shown their appreci- 
•ation of the efforts of the wardens to save them from unnecessary annoy- 
^ce and expense, and by yielding a cheerful obedience to the law and 
•exacting a rigid compliance on the part of their employes have done a 

g*eat deal to put a stop to violations. The increasing public sentiment in 
vor of the game and fish laws which has been mentioned in previous 
reports by my predecessor and myself is constantly becoming more marked. 
It was only a few years ago that these laws were absolutely dead letters, and 
no one even took the pains to make a pretense of observing them. Now, 
however, open violations are unknown, except in those neighborhoods 
where all laws are disregarded, and people have learned that secret viola- 
tions are liable to become known, and tnat if reported to the State War- 
den, with information as to time, place and witnesses, will be properly 
prosecuted. Laws of all kinds will be violated, but I doubt if there are. 
any of our laws punishing misdemeanors which are more generally observed 
than are the fish and eame laws; and it is certain that these are much bet- 
ter enforced than the liquor laws, the Sunday laws, or other similar police 
regulations. 

MIOHIGAN LEADS IN FISH AND GAMB PBOTEGTION. 

Michigan has been making rapid strides in the direction of fish and 
game protection for the last few years, and now stands ahead of every 
other state in the union. The wonderful record of enforcement this year, 
which has resulted in the conviction of three hundred and twenty -four vio- 
lators and the collection of $3,320 in fines (not including costs) is one that 
stands unparalleled, particularly in view of the small cost of. the enforce- 
ment in this state, compared with that in others. 

One great reason for our superiority is the fact that our laws, imperfect 
as they are, are better in some respectd than those of our sister states. 
This is largely due to two acts of 1893, one extending the powers of the 
Warden and his subordinates, providing for search and seizures, giving 
complete power over prosecutions, etc., and the other affirming State own- 
ership of fish and same under any and all circumstances, and providing 
easily enforced regulations concerning the possession, use, sale and trans- 
portation of fish and game. The amendments to the game warden act 
which I presented to^tbe last legislature were bitterly opposed because the 
arbitrary power given the wardens might create serious Irouble if injudic- 
iously used. I am pleased to say, however, that there has not been a single 
instance of the abuse of this power, and in the two or three instances 
where innocent parties have been put to inconvenience or loss by mistake, 
they have been properly reimbursed. The wonderful results achieved this 
year by the deputy wardens with less than two thousand dollars in all for 
salary and expenses proves the great superiority over the plan of paying 
a fixed salary. Michigan has accomplished a great deal more with ten 
men and two thousand dollars than a rich and experienced State accom- 
plished with fifteen wardens on salaries of a thousand dollars each. 
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PBB3QNAL ATTENTION BBQUIBED, BTO. 



/ 



Our law does not require the State Warden to devote his whole time to 
the duties of the office. There is nothing to prevent his leaving all the 
work to subordinates if he sees fit to do so. Whatever success the warden 
has had is due to the fact that he has devoted his personal attention to the 
work, conducting prosecutions both in justices' and circuit courts where 
local prejudices or other causes made it seem desirable for him to appear 
in person, and endeavoring not to shirk his share of the disagreeable work 
of tramping through the woods for violators, or spending nights upon 
lakes and s&eams to catch netters and spearers. A chief who takes no per- 
sonal interest in his work will not inspire the proper zeal in his subordi- 
nates, and in my opinion the law should compel the warden |bo give his 
whole time to the office, having no other business. It is also my belief 
that it would also be better to require him to reside and have his office at 
Lansing, increasing the salaiy if necessary to compensate for the extra 
expense. An examination of the records of this office indicates that a 
large portion of the complaints are from the southern part of the State. 
And it must be remembered that it is the warden's work to watch men, not 
game. Where hunters and fishermen are thickest, not where game most 
abounds, is where the warden has most to do. 

No doubt the principal reason the present warden has received such cor- 
dial co-operation and asistance, regardless of party prejudices is because in 
employing deputies he considered the fitness for the work in hand, regard- 
less of politics. There is no doubt but that the same policy will prevail 
in the future, for while the office of State Warden is very properly consid- 
ered a political office, the subordinate positions are of no political 
consequence. 



A session of the legislature without a new game law would b^ likei play- 
ing Hamlet without the melancholy Dane. There is no question that all 
our laws are changed too often, and unless there are good reasons it is bet- 
ter to leave the provisions with which the people are already familiar. , 
There are some changes, however, which are absolutely necessary. The 
difference between the upper and lower peninsula seasons on deer and 
partridge leads to ereat confusion and interferes with the law concerning 
sale, etc., during the dose season. The season for pinnated grouse should 
be made to conform with other seasons. I do not consider it my province 
to advise what the seasons on various kinds of game should be, but I would 
caution our law makers to profit by existing blunders and use the same 
and unmistakable words in prescribing each season. It should also be 
borne in mind that it is better for our seasons to be the same as in other 
states, to cut off the paripatetic pot hunters. The experience of the upper 
peninsula, where the theory of the people that an early season for deer 
would prevent shipping and thus keep away outside hunters has proved ^o 
be such an utter failure, should also be kept in mind by our law makers. 



CHANGES IN THE GAME LAWS. 
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bbo'abding sale of game, 

Entbnsiastic sportsmen are very generally in favor of prdhibiting abso- 
lutely tbe sale of game^ even in the open season. I fear snob a law would 
not meet tbeir expectations. In tbe first place it would be considered as 
legislation in tbe sole interests of tbe snxall class wbo bave time and oppor- 
tunity to kill tbeir own game. Fisb and same belong to all tbe people in 
common, and tbe great mass of tbe peo^e would not cbeerfuUy pay the 
expense of enforcing laws for others, while they could not buy a brace of 
their own birds or a pound of tbeir own venison. In my opinion the 
result would be to create a prejudice against the game laws that would do 
more hurt than all tbe good that could be accomplished by be best possi- 
ble enforceme^it. 

LIOENSIKG HUNTBBSi AND OTHBB BBSTBIOTIVB LIMITATIONS. 

There are other means of restricting the killing of game, such as forbid- 
ding tbe killing of female deer, restricting tbe number that each person may 
kill, and restricting the number that may be transported. I am of the 
opinion that a law licensing all hunters, those of our own State being 
charged a mere nominal fee, while non-residents are compelled to pay 
twenty-five doUnrs, is for tbe present, at least, tbe best restrictive meas- 
ure. Tbe decision of tbe supreme court of tbe United States in McCready 
vs. Virginia (94 U. S. 391) would seem to set at rest all doubts as to the 
constitutionality of such a law. Any man carrying a gun and not having 
a license in bis possession, or refusing to show it to any citizen on demand, 
should be subject to penalty. Tbe license should contain a description of 
tbe bolder, like an enlistment blank, by which be could be identified and 
fraud prevented. Licenses should be issued yearly by tbe Secretary of 
State. Our own citizens should bave tbeir applications accompanied by 
an official certificate that tbe person described is a voter in that particular 
precinct, this entitling him to tbe nominal fee. Tbe money received from 
non-residents would pay tbe entire cost of enforcing tbe law, and if (as in 
liiy opinion would be desirable) the non-resident holder of a hunter's 
license was permitted to take a limited amount of game home with bim« 
the law would be a benefit to tbe sportsmen of other states, and would be 
popular with everybody, except those who would like to indulge in ruth- 
Jess slaughter to supply tbe markets of Chicago and New York. The 
license' system, too, is the most feasible way of restricting tbe number of 
deer shipped by our citizens, if that is to be .done. By requiring the sur- 
render, punching or cancellation of tbe license, or tbe removal of a coupon, 
before game could be received as baggage, express or freight, all evasion 
of tbe law could be readily avoided. I therefore again present the license 
system for consideration by this legislature, as I did two years ago. 

THB FISH LAWS. 

Tbe fish laws need a thorough overhauling, and the substitution of one^ 
or possibly two acts for tbe j^core or more of conflicting and inconsistent 
acts which now encumber our statutes. All of tbe local acts should be 
repealed, and all desired variations from tbe general provisions of the law 
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shonld be inoluded in one section of the general law, so that obangeS to 
suit the preferences of different localities could be made by the change of 
a single section. If it is thought best not to put all the provisions for the 
regulation of fishing in one law. I would recommend that there he^ but two, 
one *'An act to protect fish and regulate fishing in the boundary waters of 
this State," and the other *'An act to protect fish and regulate fishing in 
the inland waters of the State. " 

The only fish law which I have been called upon to enforce during my 
entire term of office which was not open to some serious objection was act 
159 of 1891 regarding inland lakes, and the first section of that was bun- 
gled up in such a manner by the legislature of 1893 ihat it is neither gram- . 
matical nor intelligible. The general fish law of 1889 (act 111) had several 
contradictory and inconsistent sections when it was passed, and others 
have been since superseded. Act 189 of the samd year regarding nets for 
commercial fisheries was badly defective in exempting from the operation 
of the law nets then in use, and also in making the measurement refer to 
the size as manufactured. Numerous violators have escaped through the 
impossibility of proving that nets were not of legal mesh when manufact-; 
ured, and pieces of old nets in use in 1889 are still carefully preserved so 
that by patching them up from year to year men may depopulate the 
* waters with inch mesh nets,, and yet swear that their nets are exempt und^r 
the law. The provisions for smaller seized mesh for certain kinds of fish 
is about the same as making it allowable for all. While I would recom- 
mend leaving a legal restriction in regard to mesh, so that small mesh nets, 
may be seized and destroyed, I believe that this must be supplemented by 
a law regulating the size of fish of various kinds which may legally be 
caught, sold or had in possession. Howell's sections 2163 to 2173, orig- 
inally contained some good provisions, but what is not repealed or obsolete 
is now merely confusing. Sections 2150 to 2157 contain conflicting, 
obsolete and unconstitutional provisions which are a mere annoyance in 
the enforcement of the law. Sections 2174 to 2184 contain local and 
general provisions all jumbled together, some of them being necessary to 
a good general law. Among the many local acts is No. 31 of 1893, which 
has been held by some to permit the use of nets in all the streams tribu- 
tary to the Saginaw river, and would result in the extermination of fish in 
the best streams in a dozen counties. This law is an illustration of the 
danger of disregarding the warden's counsel. It does not even suit the^ 
men who asked its passage, and if netting is to be permitted in the Sagi- 
naw, it should be regulated by new provisions. Among the provisions I 
should recommend to be included in the new fish laws are the following: 
Eegulating the character of nets, size of mesh, etc., and fixing a mini- 
mum weight and minimum length for various kinds of fish. Forbidding 
putting sawdust or other filth in fishing waters. Regulating the depth of 
water in which gill nets may be set, so as to prevent catching fish off 
spawning beds in fall. Forbidding the use of nets (except perhaps dip 
nets for soft fish) in streams and the use of anything except hook and line 
in inland lakes. On account of the large farmer population who insist 
upon the privilege of spearing soft fish in the streams in the spring I 
believe it would be well to permit this, to prevent antagonizing the whole 
system. There should be a general provision for fish shutes in dams. In 
all possible cases the burden of py-oof should be put upon the defense. 
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GAME STATISTICS AND ESTIMATES. . 

TheiQ has always been a great diversity of opinion as to tbe increase 
and amount df game, and tbe State Warden bas received, many inquiries 
upon tbese matters. In order to secure information, wbicb could safely be 
made tbe basis of estimates, I bave sent out bundreds of reply postal cards 
during tbe montb of December, containing blanks for answers to printed 
<}tiestions as to tbe increase of game in general, tbe increase of deer, tbe 
number of deer sbot tbat could actually be counted up, tbe number actu- 
ally sbipped from tbat particular place, an estimate of tbe number of deer 
killed in tbe county, and tbe probable number of men from otber states 
wbo bunted in tbe county tbis fall. Tbese inquiries were sent to every 
county in tbe upper peninsula, and to all tbe counties in tbe lower penin- 
sula nortb of Montcalm, Gratiot and Saginaw. Tbey were sent to all 
county wardens, and to every editor and station agent in eacb county, and 
to a large number of postmasters. Wbile tbe replies can not be expected 
to be anytbing more tban approximately accurate, tbey nevertbeless fur- 
liisb tbe best basis for estimates concerning tbe game of Micbigan tbat 
bas ever been obtained, and tbe results of tbis first attempt to secure sys- 
tematic information are so interesting and valuable tbat it is to be, boped 
tbat next year tbe warden will arrange to secure more /extended and care-* 
fully prepared information, and give notice in advance tbat it will be 
called for. 

Tbe replies received tbis montb bave been tabulated and placed on file 
witb tbe otber records of tbis office. It is gratifying to see tbe number of 
informants wbo state tbat game is increasing in tbeir vicinity, particularly 
deer. Many informants state tbat tbe increase bas been noticed tbe last 
year or two," "seems to be lately," etc. Sucb replies are so general in 
regions wbere tbere bas been an awakened public sentiment and a more 
rigid enforcement of tbe law, tbat tbey fumisb conclusive proof of tbe 
value of game laws properly enforced. Tbere are only two counties in 
tbe ujpper peninsula from wbicb any considerable number of replies were • 
received reporting deer increasing, and even tbese, in Gogebic and Macki- 
nac, it is quite probable tbat tbe increase was due to tbe animals baving 
been driven in from some otber vioihity. But in nineteen of tbe nortbem 
counties of tbe lower peninsula tbe great majority of my informants state 
tbat deer are now becoming more plenty, notwitbstanding tbe armies of 
bunters in tbe woods. Tbis is certainly most gratifying information to 
every citizen of Micbigan, and it indicates tbat by wisely obecking tbe 
slaugbter of deer, tbe tbousands of square miles of vacant land in our 
northern counties, mupb of it unfit for cultivation, being deserted tracts 
stripped of tbe timber or stretcbes of plains and swamps, will become a 
gr^at range for deer, affording a source of profit to tbe State, as well as 
pleasure for sportsmen and food for settlers. 

Tbe number of deer killed can only be roughly estimated. In forty -two 
counties tbere were 3,423 deer sbipped tbis year from 192 different places. 
Tbe average of tbe estimates of tbe number killed in tbe several counties 
would be nearly ten thousand, but my estimate of the number killed in tbe 
forty-seven counties from which reports were received is eight thousand 
This is based upon tbe most reliable reports from eacb county, tbe number 
actually known to be killed and tbe number sbipped from different 
stations, and is probably a safe estimate. 
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The average number of hunters from other states reported in forty-four 
counties would make a total of over three thousand. The tota) of the best 
estimate I am able to make for these counties is 2,755 and making allow- 
ance for the duplications from parties who moved from one county to 
another, it is my opinion that there were about two thousand' non-resident 
hunters in Michigan this falL I have hoped to secure more accurate data 
from the railroads, but so few of them have reported up to the present 
time that I am compelled to rely principally upon local reports. 
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APPENDIX. 



TWBLYB YBABS* BNFOBGEMBNT OF THE FISH AND GAME LAWS. 

"ICIn the followin^r table the Btatistioe for the first foar years, prior to the establishment of the Game 
Warden system* are taken from the reports of prosecating attorneys to the Attorney General. The last 
eight years are taken from the State Game Warden's monthly reports in the ofEioe of the Secretary of 
State. The fines imposed for the years 1887, lSS*i, 1889 and 1890 cannot be given with absolute aocnraoy, for 
the reason that during those years the reports included fines and costs of suit and it was not always pos- 
sible to separate the items.) 





No. days 
warden 
away 
from 
home. 


No. of 
com* 

plaints 
made by 
warden. 


No. of 
cases 
tried by 
warden. 


No. of 
arrests 
made by 
warden. 


No. of 
oases 
con- 
yicted. 


No. of 
cases 

acquit- 
ted. 


No. of 
cases 

dis- 
missed. 


No. of 
per- 
sons 
con- 
victed. 


No. of 
per- 
sons > 

acquit- 
ted. 


Amt. of 
fines, not 
includ- 
ing 
costs. 


1883 
















14 

7 
18 

22 


2 
14 
% 7 
6 


$75 06 
15 00 
302 00 
229 00 


1884 
















188S 
















1888 
















1B87 


68 





7 





154 


21 


2 


220 


20 


2,099 81 


1888 


77 





6 





187 


26 


6 


171 


88 


2,072 57 


1889 


94 


8 


.6 





77. 


26 


8 


119 


86 


1,843 90 


1890 


88 





2 





39 


18 


1 


50 


23 


647 68 


1891 


98 


19 


22 


16 


72 


10 


5 


89 


15 


1,421 00 


1392 


141 


32 


28 


15 


68 


16 


12 


124 


19 


1,147 00 


1893 


131 


25 


31 


8 


108 


13 


12 


140 


21 


1,386 00 


1894 


128 


22 


35 


15 


208 


15 


28 


824 


24 


3,820 00 
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TABLE OF GAME AND FISH WARDEN'S EXPENSES AND COST OF ENFORCEMENT OF 

GAME AND FISH LAWS. 

(In the following table the rarions expensee may not be classified with absolnte aoeniacy for the 
Tears 1887. 1888, 1889 and 1890, for the reason that the expense statements for thosejears are frequently not 
Itemized, but rendered, for instance, Expense, Lansing, Detroit and retom." Where it was unpoasibla 
to dassify the items they were inclooed in general office expense.) 



t 

• 


1887. 


1888. 


1880. 


1880. 


1891. 


1892. 


1893. 


1894. 


For assLstants for spec- 




$71 


00 


$267 


06 


$167 


75 


1.8 


86 


$47 


60 


$111 


01 


$76 


65 


For express and freight. 
For printiiiig and bind*g. 


U 


26 


88 


25 


35 


50 


86 


86 


54 


1 


86 


7 


88 


8 


78 


682 


64 


899 


48 


875 


65 


121 


48 


268 


02 


66 


75 


171 


00 


167 


25 


For postage - 


192 


00 


186 


00 


805 


00 


242 


00 


108 


60 


75 


50 


107 


26 


122 


OS 


For telee^ph and tele- 
































63 




165 


09 


167 


01 


106 


66 


124 


16 


22 


86 


43 


71 


U6 


09 


129 


For railroad and boat 


































fare, sleeper and chair 




































203 


64 


108 


96 


99 


16 


38 


65 


874 


67 


«57 


66 


684 


05 


464 


81 


For liyery, hacks and 


































boat hire 


45 


75 


21 


00 


28 


00 




60 


89 


00 


67 


30 


56 


20 


89 


00 


For hotels and meals ... 


128 


60 


117 


60 


164 


35 


166 


80 


161 


90 


168 


26 


210 


76 


173 


85 


For gen. office expenses. 
Total expense of game 


675 


81 


698 


05 


605 


75 


676 


60 


465 


27 


602 


76 


516 


18 


400 


48 


warden B office 


2,097 


78 


1,796 


24 


1,986 


10 


1,562 


68 


1,498 


61 


1,816 


86 


1,880 


86 


1,627 


48 


Paid by coanties to 


































connty wardens 


♦8,797 


65 


♦7,980 


59 


♦6,498 


78 


♦5,588 


02 


5,170 


52 


8,412 


00 


4,963 


54 


8,362 


23 


Paid by State to deputy 




























48 


wardens 


























1.757 


84 


1.984 


Total cost of enforce- 
ment, including State 


11,695 43 


10,776 88 


9.67988 


8,840 70 


7,802 46 


6,027 86 


9.761 24 


8,174 19 



♦It is impossible to ascertain the amounts paid by all the counties prior to 1891. These amounts were 
what was paid in 45 counties from which reports were secured. 



REPORTS OF VIOLATIONS AND DISPOSITION THEREOF. 



Disposition of cases investigated by State Warden. 



1891. 



1892. 



1898. 



1894. 



Cases 



convicted on trial or pleaded guilty. 

acquitted 

in which prosecution discontinued 

a stop was put to violation complained of .. 

' ' violation was prevented. 

* * obstruction complained of removed 

" parties decamped 

" illegal nets were seized 

dropped because of defective law 

*' ** proved to be false report 

" " no evidence could be secured 

in which dogs following deer were killed. 

" game seized 

** jury disagreed . 

fishshuteputin 



Total number violations investigated and disposed of.. 



72 
10 
5 

16 
7 
8 
8 



6 
24 
44 



189 



16 
12 
17 
1 



12 
3 
1 

21 
91 



242 



108 
18 
12 



9 
8 
2 

49 
86 
16 
4 



828 



ao8. 

15 
23 
16 
7 
2 

20 
17 

8 
87 
88 

6 
13 

6 

1 
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LETTEE OF TEANSMITTAL. 



STATE OF MICHIGAN, 
Department of State, 
Lansing, J(mmry SO, 1897. 



To the Honorable, the Legislature: 

In oompliance with tJlie provisions otf Sec. 6 of act No. 28 of the public 
acts <rf 1887, entitled "An act to provide for the apx)ointniient of a Game 
and Pish Warden and to prescribe his powers and duties," I have the 
honor to tranismit herewith such portions of the monthly reports of the 
State Game and Fi^ Warden as are deemed of interest to the public. 



Very respectfully, 

WASHINGTON GARDNER, 

Secretary of State. 



DT?P. EXGHANGB, 15 JAK. Id02 



I4ICHIGAM STATB LIB. 
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REPORT. 



Sault Ste. Marie, Mich. 
January 7, 1897, 

To the Secretary of State, Lansing, Michigan: 

Sec. 6 of act No. 28, P. A. 1887, entitled "An act to provide for the 
appointment of a Game and Fi»h Warden and to prescribe hm powers 
and duties," has the following final sentence: 

"The Secretary of State shall cause the mionthly reports oi said war- 
den, or so much thereof as may be of interest to the public, to be trans- 
mitted annually to the Legislature when in session." 

In order that you may comply with this piwision, I am pleased to 
herewith present you with the required message, arranged in form for 
transmissioin. 

Yours respectfully, 

CHASE S. OSBOBN, 
State Gaifie mid Fish Warden. 



FEBRUARY, 1895. 

The term for which my predecessor, Hon. Oharles S. Hampton, was 
apfpointed, expired January 21, 1895, but by mutual consent, to which 
the Governor gave his sanction, I assumed the office February 1, 1895. 
The work of inaugurating a new administration has demanded and has 
had my entire attention and time. The laiw creating this office provides 
for the aippointment, at the option of the Game and Fish Warden, of 
three deputies in each county and ten State deputies at large. Clubs 
have sprung up ail over the St^ite in great numbers, having for their 
sole object the preservation and protection of game and fish. These and 
other causes have resulted in an unprecedented number of applications 
for deputies. Hundreds oif applications have been received, reinforced 
by stacks of letters and endless petitions. These letters and petitions 
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have all been answered by return mail, at the expense of a great deal of 
labor. Inasmuch as the law endows county and deputy game wardens 
with unusual powers, wlhi<iih might make the law unnecessarily obnox- 
ious in unfit hands, thus thwarting in a large measure the object of the 
work, I have endeavored to select only those who conubine discretion 
and goo«l judgment to a high degree with their zeal. All otf this has 
taken so much time that the general work may havg suffered in the hiatus 
pending the reorganization, but if »o it has not been apparent. During 
the month the State Warden made two trips to Lansing and one trip to 
Detroit in order to confer with members of game associations and others 
concerning legislation and appointments. Many of the blanks left by my 
predecessop bore liiK name, in consequence of which I deemed it advisa- 
ble to i)rocure new ones ; the more important of these are the commissions 
and books of instruction. 

With the report for this month was filed an inventory of the office fur- 
niture, records, etc., of the office, all of which were received from my pre- 
decessor in good condition. Inasmuch as the equipment of the office has 
now become very considerable, numbering alone hundreds of file cases, in 
addition to nece.ssai*y furniture, I wae compelled to secure and put in 
order an inde^^wndent office-room. This was obtained for the very mod- 
erate sum of |12 per month, including steam heat and electric lights. 
The room has been economically fumisihed with necessary pine shelving, 
ingrain rag and other essentials. Despite the work of instituting a new 
administration, violators did not escape, and there was no little activity 
in prosecuting. A K}KH*ially pleasing success attended prosecutions in 
Sanilac and Oakland counties. The snow has fallen to such a depth in 
the upper jjeninsula that there is much wanton destruction of deer, by 
means of snow shoes, for use in camps, and other purposes. The preven- 
tion of this, so far as possible, was at once given particular attention. In 
this direction, more than rny other, it is felt that our work is greatly 
impeded by lackoif funds with which to pay St£^te deputies, because these 
flagrant violationjs mostly occur in those sections where the sentiment 
is such that an outsider must be sent, if good results are to be accom- 
plished. I have decided to equip all deputy and county wardens with 
a badge of authority suitably lettered and numbered, after the style used 
by police officers and sheriffs. Appended to the report for this month 
's a list of deputies and county wardens appointed up to the present time. 



My energies have been devoted this m?onth to the further organization 
of the office, to the appointment of county game wardens, to the investi- 
gation of alleged violations and to the prosecution of violators. County 
wardens have not been appointed in all of the counties yet, but we are 
equipped for work in a large number of counties, and we will be ready 
for work in all counties just as soon as information is obtained that will 
lead to the best selection of deputies. In some counties three wardens 
to the county have been appointed, while in others the appointment of 
more than one is not deemed advisable on aecount of confliction in work, 
and particularly because it interferes with receiving suitable remunera- 
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tion from county boards of supervisoirs. Ax)peinded iis a list of thirty- 
eiglit deputies apipoiinted simce my last report. The most important 
expenditure made by the warden this month was an item of f 57 for stars 
or badges of authority for the county and deputy wardens. Bids were 
asked for, and 114 badges of German silver, plated wi'tih nickel and let- 
tered in black, were secured for the very low price of 50 cents each. 
Deputy and county warden® will be required to wear these official badges 
when on duty and will be instructed to sfcow them upon request. They 
are numbered, and the numbers will be recorded, so that the number will 
indicate the wearer. It seemis to me that the badges are indispensable 
to the safety an.d efficiency of the service where so mamy men are clothed 
with such peculiar and unusual powers. Convictions have been secured 
during the montb in many counties, both in the lower and upper penin- 
sula. To me the most notable of these were in Delta and Dickinson 
counties, where local residents were arrested a«nd convicted for killing 
deer out of season. It has been easy enough heretofore to secure the con- 
viction of alien or non-resident violators in the upper peninsula, but suc- 
cessful prosecutions of residents have been few and far between. Oonse- 
quently the conviction of residents of Delta and Dickinson icounties 
obtained this month with no unusual trouble indicates to me the growth 
of a healthy sentiment, wihich in time will mean much for game preserva- 
tion. The winter now drawing to a close has been, like its predecessor, 
one of unusual hardship for the very poor, and this fact has greatly stim- 
ulated the violation of the game laws. The investigation of several com- 
plaints this month proved that the violators were taking fish and game 
contrary to the law, it is true, but for the sole purpose of obtaining food. 
In intstances of this kind, where arrest would only mean additional suf- 
fering and county charge, I am frank in stating that the offenders have 
been simply reprimanded. It is my opinion that those who take fish 
and game to keep the wolf from the door, and who do not waste it or 
sell it, are not the ones who exterminate or are likely to exterminate our 
fislh and game. They may oontrlbute in small measure, but in times of 
distress I feel that the end justifies the means. Considerable time has 
'been taken up this month in the endeavor to convince the legislators 
that preservation is as important as propagation, with the hope in view 
that if this fact were fully appreciated the work of preservation would 
be greatly aided by further liberal and wise legislation. 



During this month 55 violators were arrested and 42 were 'convicted. 
Fines amiounting to f 339..S5 and costs to $168, or a total of $507.35, were 
imposed. In one case the jury disagreed, and in two cases violators were 
acquitted. Ten cases were continued. The complaints investigated 
numbered 180. A number of seizures of game was made. The State 
Warden spent fifteen days in the field, including work in St. Joseph, Ber- 
rien, Ingham, and Dickinson counties. Nearly 1,000 letters were written 
in the office of the State Warden. 
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MAY. 1885. 



During this momtli 69 violators were arrested and 58 cooiviotsed, five 
were acquitted and six cases were di«mi!ssed. Reported violatioais num- 
bering 114 were investigated. A total of $692.60 in fines and costs was 
impofsed. The State Warden spent eighit days in the field. Tbe record 
0hows that it has been by far the moet active nwmth of May since the 
creatioai of tihe office. Arrests have been made for a wide range of 
oftenses and prosecutions have been accompanied by unusual success. 
While the organization of this department is not yet as perfect as hoped 
for, and ais it will »be made, nevertheless it is in splendid working con- 
dition, as the results testify. In directing the work this month the State 
Warden wrote nearly 900 letters and sent 59 telegrams. He finds that it 
is impossible to be absent from his office for any considerable time and 
carry out his policy, which is to direct the work in person by mail and wire 
all over the State, instead of trying the expensive, difficult and impossi- 
ble task of visiting the scene of each violation and arrest. Results 
already obtained prove that direction from the main office is the most 
economical and most effective. A number of commercial fishermen were 
arrested this month. 



Although we have secured convictions quite generally over the State 
tliis month for violation of the fisih and game laws, our principal efforts 
'have been in the direction of enforcing the laws relative to th3& use of 
pound nets, trap nets, gill nets, etc., which are particularly designed to 
regulate the conduct of commencial fishermen. The State Watrden spent 
eig'ht days in the field and inspected by measuring and otherwise 48 nets 
in the vicinity of Sailor's Encampment, Detour, St. Josepth, and Druan- 
mond Islainds, and neighboring fislhing grounds. Many illegal nets were 
fouoid and were ordered pulled out and their use discontinued. In six 
instances false backs were discovered and were cut out. Inasmuoh as 
the law had seemingly become a dead letter on account of failure to 
enforce it, nets were not confiscated. The owners were ordered to dis- 
continue their use under penalty of confiscation and prosecution in the 
future. Deputy Warden Featherly, upon special order from this office, 
made inspections along the shore from Iosco to Huron county. He found 
23 nets of illegal mesh. The owners were ordered from this office to pull 
them out at once, and were told that if they did not they would be 
arrested and their nets seized. Deputy Warden Lawrie was instructed 
to inspect nets along the shore of Huron county. He ordered a great 
many nets mto disuse and made two arrests at Oaseville. Deputy War- 
den Avery was instructed to inspect nets along the shores of St. Olair 
and Wayne counties. He made six arrests. Deputy McGregor was 
instructed to maike inspections along the south shore of Lake Sux)erior. 
He found six illegal nets and we ordered them pulled out at onoe. 
Deputy Palmer inspected nets along the Berrien county shore and made 
<me arrest. This is only an index of the work that was done in addition 
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to the ordinary duties, such as making arrests and prosecutions for vio- 
lating the law in inland waiters and in forest and field. In conBideTatian 
of the fiaict tjhat ihe laws regulating commercial fi<shing have niot been 
e!n<oroed in the ipast, it will be the general policy of this office to give 
commercial fisthemien a warning before they are arrested, prosecuted, 
and their nets seized. Violators to the niumber of 59 were arrested, with 
47 eonvictions, 3 acquittals, 3 pending, 4 dismissed, and 2 discontinued by 
warden. Reported violations to the number of 116 were investigated and 
840 letters written. Fines and costs amounting to f 867.50 were imi)osed. 



The State Warden wae engaged both nig<ht and day mudh of this 
month. During the entire week beginning July 22 he was in the wo«oid«) 
and personally apprehended fifteen violators, almost all of whom were 
caught in the act of killing deer at night with the use of jack lights. In 
four instances the State Warden arrested men at night on lonely lumber 
roadis, with lights on their hiead-s and guns in their hands, and in one 
instance he seardhed a violator's premises in the woods at 2 o'clock in 
the morning in order to take him unawares. The State Warden went 
officially to Grand Rapids, St. Ignace, Les Gheneanx Islands, Ozark, 
Allenville, Moran, Trout Lake, Brevoort Lake, the Lake Michigan shore 
between Bpouifette and St. Igna^je, going through the woods on foot to 
reach many of these points. Hundreds of letters were answered person- 
ally and promptly and several hundred copies of the new fisli and game 
laws were sent out. For the first month this year, the violations of the 
game laws have exceeded in num'ber reported the violatdons of the fish 
laws. These reports oome from remote and unsettled districts for the 
most part, where sentiment favoring the enforcement of the game law« 
does not prevail to a controlling degree. Investigation and punishment 
of thojse who violate the deer law entail-s expense, hard"ship and great 
difficulty, notwith-^anding whieh, and the fact of having almost no funds 
with which to pay State deputies, we are having a very good measure of 
success. It is becoming quite generally understood that the fish and 
game laws cannot be violated with impunity. Arrests this month, 56; 
convictions, 44; oa^es acquitted or disoontinned, 12; pending, 2; total 
fines and costs, |597.72; letters written, 870; game la ws sent out, 760. 



The reports of violations of the fish laws have been less nnmeroUiS than 
those of the game laws this month. Deer are in good condition to be 
eaten and are sought for. The principal violations are among settlers 
who really need the meat. When the State Warden has understood that 
th€«e settlers were very poor and had no fresh meat except w(hiat they 
killed, he ihas been lenient and has simiply reprimanded the violatoirs. 
But when the violations have been made by people in good circum- 
stances and have been aggravating, no leniency ihas been ishiown. The 
violations of the game laws were, for the most part, reported this month 
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from "Sparsely settled counties where it is difl&cult to get evidenee and 
still more difficult to eeeure eonvictianjs. There is very little sentimient 
favoring the enforcement of the game laws in these newer counties, and 
settlers refuse to inform on each other. Despite this fact we have 
secured several convictions in Iron county, where we found the officers 
of the law themiselves engaged in violating the game laws. We have 
also secured eonviotions in Baraga and other remote counties. . Iron 
county is especially mentioned for the reason thiat it is one of the coun- 
ties where, heretofore, there has been almost no attempt made to enforce 
the game laws. For some reason or other, and we have assigned it to the 
vigorous enforcement of the game laws, we have received fewer reports 
of violations in August than for some time previous. However, we have 
started 31 cases during the month, as against 11 started in August, 1894. 
The number of cases started is no index of the work of the office. In num- 
berless instances reports are received which have very little foundation 
and are very often transmitted anonymously. These are investigated 
as vigilantly as any, and frequently a great deal of work and trouble are 
entailed to no puTx>ose. Only authentic amd detailed reports of viola- 
tions are reported on our books. The State Warden spent fourteen days 
in the field. Arrangements are being made for a conference with the 
state game warden of Wisconsin, looking to the protection of the Mich- 
igan-Wisconsin frontier, where there have been, heretofore, numer^s 
and unchecked violations. There seems to be a great deal of interest 
all over the State in the work of this department, judging from comments 
in newspiapers and the number of applications for game laws. Although 
we have been engaged in sending them out for two mionths we still 
receive as high as fifty applications ta day for them, and mailed 1,200 dur- 
ing August. Violations investigated, 65; arrests, 31; convictions, 13; 
pending, 9; acquittals and disoontinuanoes, 9; fines and costs, f315; let- 
ters written, 600. 



The warden s^^enst fifteen days of this month in the field investigating 
and preventing violations and endeavoring to inform himself of the 
efficiency of deputies. The records of the office show that the month 
has been obaracterized by activity and good results, as may be best appre- 
ciated by oonsulting the report of oases tried. The dnck and snipe sea- 
son opened Sept. 1. As is always the case, several took advantage of 
this to shoot protected gatme. It was anticipated that violations would 
be especially numerous along the wilder shores of lakes, rivers and 
marshes, in the bordering woods of which grouse and other game find a 
comparatively secure retreat. In order to prevent violations at such 
places as far as could be done, they were patrolled as thoroughly as possi- 
ble. This impressed would-be violators with the watchfulness and alert- 
ness of wardens to such an extent that no unusual number of violations 
were learned of. The State Warden did a good deal of patrol service in 
isolated localities where deer and partridge have usually been slaughtered 
as soon as the duck season opened. This year very few shots were heard 
in the woods. Late in the month the State Warden made a tour of the 
wilder portions of Menominee, Iron, Gogebic, Houghton, and Ontonagon 
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coninties amd f oimd a growing respect for the game laws. Prepa;ratioii« 
are already being made to enf orce as -thoroug'My ais possible the new 
deer license law and also to enforce the splendid new law that prohibits 
the sale of partridge, woiodoock and quail. Inaismuch as there has been 
a greait deal of traffic in these magnificent game birds heretofore, ta' great 
deal of watchful care will be given to the enf orcemenft of the new law, 
and deputies are being especially imstructed in this regaird. Number of 
arrests this month, 50; oonvictionis, 37; acquittals and disagreements, 8; 
pending, 5; fines and costs, $877 ; violations investigated, 77; letters writ- 
ten, 800. 



This month has been one of Continuous activity. The State Warden 
spent over half the month in the field, and attended to correspondence 
and other office requirements during the remainder, as usual, devoting 
his entire time to the duties of the office. Although the showing made by 
the tabulated statement of this month's work is a lairge One, compara- 
tively and otherwise, it is not a complete index of the work of the office 
by any means. The correspondence was particularly voluminous dur- 
ing October, and the demiand for game laws very great. Copies of the 
game laws were sent to every prosecuting attorney in the State, together 
with a written announcement of the same and a request for coopera- 
tion, to which many favorable responses have been received. The State 
Warden was called upon to pass on many questions of law involving 
intricacy and importance. A notable instance was the request of the 
American Express Company for the privilege of shipping deer from 
points in the upper peninsula through Wisconsin and Illinois and back 
into Michigan. The claim was made that the privilege was granted by 
previous wardens. The present warden refused to allow this to be done, 
principally for the reason that there is no assurance that such game 
might not be delivered in Milwaukee, Chicago, or elsewhere in Wisconsin 
or Illinois, and the law prohibiting the shipment of game out of the State 
thus evaded, even without the knowledge of the principal officials of 
the express company. It is known that the privilege has been abused 
in this manner in the past. The State Warden made one trip by team 
and oil foot of 85 miles through one of the wildest and least settled por- 
tions of the upper peninsula, consuming six days. He also visited 
Detroit, and had suits started against commission men for selling pro- 
hibited fish and game, which suits were in the main succssful. Hotels, 
clubs, and cafes in Detroit and other cities, were notified that they must 
not serve prohibited fish and game on their tables. One live deer was 
seized this month and shipped to the new deer park of the State Soldiers' 
Home, Grand Rapids. There were a great many arrests for killing deer 
and other game out of season, probably the most important of which 
resulted in the punishment of a United States engineer. The last Leg- 
islature imposed many new duties upon the State Warden. Aniong other 
things it made him inspector of dams in many counties. In these coun- 
ties he is obliged to see that fish shutes are erected and maintained, upon 
being petitioned in accordance with law. Several such petitions were 
received this month, and steps have been taken to erect the desired 
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shutes in dams in Saginaw, Sanilac, and Macomb counties. Although 
this means a great deal of extra work both for State Warden and for- 
deputies, no means of extra remuneration were provided. Number of 
arrests, 56; convictions, 40; fines and costs, f 776.50; acquittals, 5; discon- 
tinued, 2; pending, 9; violations investigated, 85; letters written, 900. 



Although the month of November, from the 1st to the 25th, marked 
an open season during which all the animals and birds classed as game- 
and permitted at any time to be taken, the month was one of unusual 
demands upon the State Warden and deputies. The former spent twenty^ 
days in the field, leaving office duties as much as possible in the hands, 
of an assistant, resulting in a great accumulation of correspondence such 
as demand's the warden's personal attention and which gives him almost 
all of the work he can do from one month's end to another without 
attending to multifarious other duties and especially those which take- 
him into the field. In attending to this office work, and in directing 
deputies, there is enough to do to keep an active person engaged all of 
the time without attempting anything else. The first application of the^ 
new license law to deer hunters was made this month. It resulted in 
great saving to game but will not materially enhance the exchequer, for 
the reason that very few non-residents participated in the chase this year- 
in Michigan, and for the further reason that the county clerks through- 
out the State have evinced a disposition to appropriate to themselves- 
the fees paid for resident licenses. As a class the non-resident hunters- 
who have previously come to Michigan were not desirable, and the unde- 
sirable ones particularly were driven elsewhere. The State Game War- 
den of Wisconsin asserts that the Michigan deer license law flooded Wis- 
consin with Indiana and Ohio hunters, and hunters from elsewhere, who- 
have heretofore camped in Michigan. Although the license law is weak 
in many points, so far as facility of enforcement is concerned, it was 
enforced as far as possible to the letter, and was, in my opinion, very 
generally observed both by residents and non-residents. Resident 
licenses were issued by thousands, tabulated statements of which will 
be given elsewhere. Quite a number of non-resident licenses were also- 
issued, notably to seven members of the Turtle Lake Club, of Alpena 
county. However, the number of the latter is small in comparison with; 
what I think was expected by the author of the law. If revenue was- 
aimed at, the law is a failure, so far as non-resident licenses are con- 
cerned. If protection of the deer was aimed at, and I think that was- 
the chief object, the law is a success, and can be made a great deal more- 
effective. We are preparing to request a report from every county 
clerk in the State, and hope soon to be able to give the number of both 
resident and non-resident licenses issued during 1895. The State War- 
den and deputies had considerable contention with transportation com- 
panies this month. I found them willing to both obey the law and 
cooperate for its enforcement as they construed it, but in the construc- 
tion they and the warden were at variance. In the main good results^ 
were accomplished, and very few deer were shipped out of Michigaife 
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vpon any pretext. Some trouble grew out of lack of support on the part 
•of a very few prosecuting attorneys, whose weak cooperation did much 
to fortify law-breakers. In the main, however, prosecuting attorneys 
have been quick and hearty in their assistance. The cases this month 
reached the unusual number of 89, with fines and costs imposed amount- 
ing to )|fl,055; convictions, 54; acquittals, 10; discontinuances, 20; pend- 
ing, 5. 

DECEMBER, 1895. 

The work attendant upon the closing of the year both in the office and 
in the field has been very heavy. Only one case of all those tried this 
month resulted in an acquittal. A great deal of work has been done 
this month in the direction of obtaining statistics to be transmitted in 
another form. Number of arrests, 39; convictions, 31; acquittals, 1; 
pending, 7 ; fines and costs, $550; violations investigated, 77; letters and 
postals written, 1,550. 

Total number of arrests made during the eleven months' work just 
-completed by the present warden is 504. 



JANUARY, 1896. 

A great deal of time was spent this month in compiling statistics gath- 
ered as a result of the work in 1895. The State Warden attended a meet- 
ing of the State Game Association at Lansing. Number of arrests, 27 ; 
•convictions, 16; acquittals, 4; pending, 7; reported violations investi- 
gated, 72; correspondence unusually heavy. 



FEBRUARY, 1896. 

Aside from his regular duties, the State Warden attended the annual 
meeting of the National Game Protective Association in Chicago this 
months and was appointed a member of the executive committee of that 
association. A great many conlplaints were received this month refer- 
ring to the use of bobs or tip-ups, and the question arose as to whether 
they were set lines. The act prohibiting the use of set lines states that 
within the meaning of the law a set line shall "be deemed to be a con- 
tinuous line, anchored at either end, to which shorter lines with hooks 
are attached." In the opinion of the State Warden bobs or tip-ups 
should be included as set lines. The important case of Sundbach v. Nel- 
son was decided this month in favor of the defendant, who was the war- 
den of Manistee county. Sundbach sued the warden for damages grow- 
ing out of his arrest and prosecution for violating the game and fish laws. 
The court took the case from the jury and assessed costs against Sund- 
bach. Tt was a decisive victory for the county warden, and means a 
great deal in the prosecution of our work. Number of arrests, 40; convic- 
tions, 31; fines and costs, f 647.50; pending, 4; dismissed, 5; no acquittals; 
violations investigated, 67. 
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MARCH, 1896. 



During the month of March only 49 violations were reported from the 
entire State. These were promptly investigated and resulted in starting 
20 cases. There is a great demand this month for fish shutes in dams, 
and these are built in every instance where the law empowers the State 
Warden to do the work. The faulty and inconsistent spearing law is 
being enforced as well as possible, but a great deal of trouble and annoy- 
ance are caused on account of its construction. Number of arrests, 20; 
convictions, 14; fines and costs, $314.55; reported violations, 49; letters 
written, 850. 



The month of April was the most active in the history of the office 
since its creation. The arrests numbered 105; convictions, 93; discon- 
tinuances, 2; acquittals, 8; pending, 2; fines and costs, $1,103.36. Of the 
eight persons acquitted three were caught in the act, but that did not 
seem to influence the peculiar jury before which they were tried. It is 
especially interesting to note that 104 of these cases were for violating 
the fish laws and only one for violation of the game laws. The most 
important action of the office this month was the arrest of twenty com- 
mercial fishermen and the confiscation of commercial nets to the value of 
nearly $50,000 under the law regulating the size of the mesh. The fines 
and costs collected in April amount to $1,103.36, with several of the cases 
still unheard from in this regard at the time of making this report. 
(April, 1896.) The reason that the fines and costs appear to be 
so light in comparison to the number of cases tried is that the 
court deemed the seiz.ure and confiscation of so much valuable 
property a sufficient punishment without the imposition of heavy 
fines. In order to indicate just how closely the violations reported 
are always investigated, the fact is here incorporated that the 105 
arrests made this month grew out of the investigation of a total 
of 142 reported violations. The largest seizure of nets made was 
at Grand Haven, Ottawa county, where $30,000 worth were taken, and 
the next largest seizure was at St. Joseph, Berrien county, where $12,000 
worth of nets were taken. In order to keep up with the work this month 
the State Warden had to work days, nights and Sundays. We feel 
that it is coming to be known abroad over the State that the game and 
fish laws mean something. They are not enforced arrogantly, obnox- 
iously, or unreasonably, but in almost every instance the violators liave 
been notified that they are violating the law and given an opportunity to 
do better before they were arrested. Nets were seized in Macomb county 
to the value of $2,000, and many smaller seizures of nets and illegal fish- 
ing devices were made over the State. 
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MAY, 1806. 



The work of this department for the month of May has been distrib- 
uted very generally over the State, and has been confined almost entirely 
to prosecutions for violating the fish laws. The State Warden has been 
active in directing the work and has been particularly engaged in further 
perfecting the system of county wardens in the State and particularly 
in the counties of the upper peninsula. Number of arrests, 99; con- 
victed, 74; acquitted, 8; discontinued, 4; pending, 13; fines and costs, 
f858.40; violations investigated, 143. 



As compared with April and May the month of June has been fairly 
quiet. It is just between seasons of natural violation. We have seized 
illegal nets this month to the estimated value of f 800. We are contend- 
ing especially with a number of cases where important manufacturing 
institutions, such as chemical works and tanneries, pollute the waters 
and kill fish, by depositing their waste in adjacent streams or lakes. The 
law is not just as plain as it might be covering these regrettable condi- 
tions. Number of arrests, 34; convictions, 25; fines and costs, $455; 
acquittals, 4; pending, 4; discontinued, 1; violations investigated, 46. 



The month of July is between seasons for hunting and in season for 
fishing. Many violations have been investigated, but a less number by 
far were reported in July, 1896, than in July, 1895, the result, in my opin- 
ion, of the active enforcement of the law and the idea becoming prevalent 
that the game and fish laws have been enacted for a purpose. The State 
Warden was on the road almost continuously, inspecting work of depu- 
ties and familiarizing himself with conditions in remote portions of the 
State, thus getting the work as thoroughly in hand as possible. Num- 
ber* of arrests, 18; convictions, 12; fines and costs, f 260.95; disagree- 
ments, 3; pending, 3. 



The violations in August were almost equally divided between the 
game laws and the fish laws. Of the thirty violations reported, all were 
promptly investigated, witji the result of twenty-four arrests. The State 
Warden visited a great many remote portions of the State, many of 
which had never been visited before by any State Warden, and he feels 
that much good was accomplished. In districts where violations were 
formerly reported by the dozen they are now reported singly. Arrests, 
24; convictions, 19; acquittals, 4; disagreements, 1; fines and costs, $385. 
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SEPTEMBER, 1896. 



The month of September has been one of importance in this depart- 
ment. Almost all of the violations reported were from the upper pen- 
insula, where the law was for years almost a dead letter. However, the 
sentiment is changing, and convictions were obtained this month in Luce, 
Mackinac, Baraga, Marquette, Iron, and other counties. The State War- 
den spent almost the entire month in the field. He covered 400 miles 
of shore line in a sail boat, inspecting and measuring nets, warning fish- 
ermen, looking up and preventing partridge shooting near ducking 
grounds, etc., etc. A county game warden and a justice of the peace 
were arrested this month. Number of arrests, 28; convictions, 23; fines 
and costs, $444.50; acquittals, 4; pending, 1; reported violations inves- 
tigated, 37. 



The month of October has been a particularly active one in the north- 
ern forests. It is one of the natural months for deer hunting. The par- 
tridge season opened October 1 in the upper peninsula, and great care 
had to be taken to prevent the wholesale slaughter of deer by persons 
in the woods in the guise of partridge hunters. Then the times are so 
depressed that hundreds out of work are in the woods seeking to help 
ends meet by fishing and hunting. Added to all this the Wisconsin deer 
law, providing for an open season November 1 to November 20 inclusive, 
was declared unconstitutional by the Wisconsin Supreme Court about 
the middle of October. This brought into effect the old Wisconsin law, 
with October as the hunting season. Hunters flocked to the woods of 
Wisconsin, and camps were numerous along the Michigan boundary. It 
required eternal vigilance to prevent wholesale violations by these bor- 
der sportsmen. To make matters worse, the report became current that 
the Michigan law had been declared unconstitutional, confounding the 
fact about the Wisconsin* law, so the month has been one requiring more 
than ordinary activity and care. The hunters found this department 
on the alert, and it is fair to say that the lives of hundreds of deer were 
saved. The law prohibiting the sale of quail, partridge, and woodcock, 
is working well. If these game birds are sold or shipped it is in the most 
secret manner, and anything but general. The beneficial effect of this 
law is already beginning to manifest itself, and particularly in the direc- 
tion of partridge. Reports from all sections are to the effect that par- 
tridge are more plentiful, while quail and woodcock are being found 
again in places where they had almost if not quite disappeared. The 
State Warden visited all parts of the upper peninsula during the month, 
inspecting and directing the work of deputies, as well as doing his share 
in guarding the State line. Number of arrests, 36; convictions, 29; fines 
and costs, f 568.60; acquittals, 7; violations investigated, 57. 
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NOVEMBER, 1896. 

The open deer season marked November 1 to November 25 inclusive. 
A large number of licenses were issued. We are now engaged in the 
work of ascertaining and compiling the number in each county. The 
deer law was better observed than ever before. Hunters showed a gen- 
eral willingness to obtain licenses and refrain from using dogs. Trans- 
portation companies cooperated with this department for the enforce- 
ment of shipping regulations. State deputies were located at centers of 
previous violation and county wardens in counties where deer exist were 
especially vigilant. While a fewer number of violations than usual at 
this time were reported, still we were called upon to investigate 64 
alleged violations, resulting in 40 prosecutions. The new deer law is 
working very well, and deer are increasing. Number of convictions, 31; 
fines and costs, f 606.80; acquittals, 9. 



DECEMBER, 1896. 



The month of December has been taken up in concluding cases begun 
in November, in watching those who seem to forget when the open deer 
season expires, and in general warden work. Special efforts have been 
made, as in December of last year, to gather statistics of resident and 
non-resident deer licenses issued in the several counties. Watchfulness 
has been exercised in the direction of preventing the use of prohibited 
game at Christmastide. The State Warden went to Minneapolis the 
latter part of the month to attend a meeting of the game wardens of the 
northwestern states. The object of the meeting was to agree upon uni- 
form game laws, and it practically resulted in an approval of the present 
Michigan laws, with certain desired changes that are proposed and will 
be recommended by the State Warden, and Which will be enumerated 
at another place herewith. The total number of cases for 1896 is 503. 
The total number of cases for 1895 and 1896 is 1007, many more than 
were prosecuted in any other state in the union. Following is a list 
showing prosecutions by counties: 



Alcona 7 

Alger 12 

AHegan 16 

Alpena 7 

Antrim 13 

Arenac 5 

Baraga 5 

Barry 4 

Bay 14 

Benzie 4 

Berrien ... 15 

Branch 12 

Calhoun 46 

Cass 6 

Cheboygan 6 

Chippewa 17 

Clare 8 

Clinton 10 



Crawford 12 

Charlevoix 4 

Delta 9 

Dickinson 22 

Baton 2 

Emmet 5 

Genesee 6 

Grand Traverse 28 

Gratiot 3 

Hillsdale 6 

Houghton 4 

Huron 14 

Ingham 6 

Ionia 11 

Iosco 17 

Iron 10 

Isabella 3 

Jackson 3 
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Kalamazoo 10 Oakland 17 

Kent 30 Oceana 6 

Keweenaw 7 Ogemaw 7 

Lake 34 Ontonagon 4 

Lapeer 10 Osceola 42 

Livingston 1 Otsego 10 

Lnce 4 Ottawa 39 

Mackinac 27 Presque Isle 9 

Macomb 37 Roscommon 11 

Manistee 25 Saginaw 28 

Marquette 22 Sanilac 10 

Mason 5 Schoolcraft 7 

Mecosta 25 Shiawassee 11 

Menominee 5 St. Clair 23 

Midland 2 St. Joseph : 25 

Missaukee 12 Tuscola 3 

Montcalm 3 Van Buren 14 

Montmorency 9 Washtenaw 19 

Muskegon 16 Wayne 32 

Newaygo 11 Wexford 24 

Prosecutions in upper peninsula 155 

Prosecutions in lower peninsula 852 

Total .' 1.007 



PROTECTION OF FOOD FISH. 

The most important food fish in .Michigan waters are the whiteflsh 
and the fish commonly known as the lake trout. These fish are most 
sought by commercial fishermen. While all fish are food fish, the cap- 
ture of inland stream and inland lake fish, such as trout and bass, is for 
purposes more sentimental than practical. The food fish of the Michigan 
waters constitute by far our most important fish possessions. When this 
is taken into consideration, the fact that they are the least protected 
by law is most surprising, and the surprise is still further emphasized 
by the fact that thousands of dollars are annually expended by the State 
of Michigan in propagating and renewing these fish, without adequate 
provision for protecting them. The only law that we now have for their 
protection governs the size of the mesh of nets which may be used. This 
law is insufficient and easily evaded. The most common and effective 
way of evading it is by the use of "false backs." These are fine nets 
woven from linen or silk and so light that they may be carried in the 
pocket or secreted elsewhere. They may be made sufficiently large to 
entirely cover that portion of a pond net into which the fish are finally 
gathered before they are captured and lifted out. The only way to pre- 
vent the use of this false back is to apprehend fishermen while using it, 
and this is next to impossible. The Michigan Fish Commission states 
that no attempt had been made to enforce what little law we have in 
reference to regulating commercial fishermen previous to the incum- 
bency of the present Game and- Fish Warden. However that may be, 
the present warden, appreciating the protection of food fish as of the 
highest importance, at once decided after taking office to enforce the law 
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as far as the instrumentalities at hand and his power would permit. 
When it is considered that the length of coast Michigan possesses border- 
ing on the lakes alone is nearly 2,000 miles, the extent of the task 
involved in enforcing the commercial fishing law will be at least 
partially appreciated; and when it is considered in addition that 
this department has but f2,000 annually for the payment of dep- 
uties, the seeming impossibility of doing the work as it should 
be done will force itself upon the consideration of reasonable per- 
sons. Notwithstanding the conditions confronting the State War- 
den, he arranged and had carried out two complete inspections 
and several partial inspections of the entire coast line of the 
State, resulting in the arrest and prosecution of more than 100 
commercial fishermen and in the seizure and confiscation of hundreds 
of nets valued at thousands of dollars. In 1895 forty-three per- 
sons were prosecuted for violating the law governing the size of 
meshes and in 1896 sixty-four persons were prosecuted for the same 
offense. The seizures of illegal nets made in 1896 aggregated a 
valuation of nearly flOO,000. The extent and importance of the 
fish industry of Michigan is fully portrayed in the report of the 
Michigan Fish Commission for 1895 and 1896, accompanied by rec- 
ommendations for wise legislation, the enactment of which would 
bring about the very best results. The most necessary requirement 
seems to be the enactment of a law, similar to the Canadian law, closing 
the season during spawning period, and another regulating the size and 
weight of fish which may be taken in nets and marketed. With these 
enactments in addition to the mesh law, and a reasonable sum for their 
enforcement, it seems to me the food fish problem would be solved. As 
it is, with practically no means provided for protection, and insuflftcient 
legislation, the work ot the Michigan Fish Commission is greatly ham- 
pered and the good results it is accomplishing in spite of the adverse con- 
ditions are not as apparent as they might be. \v 



The total cost of conducting the work of the game warden's office for 
1895 and 1896, including $4,000, the total of the amount appropriated for 
both years for the payment of State deputies, was $10,506.90, or an aver- 
age of $10.40 for each of the 1,007 cases prosecuted, or an average of 
f6.04 for each of the 1,738 recorded violations investigated. This only 
gives an idea of the apportionment of the expense, as rumors and anony- 
mous reports, unless very full (hundreds of which are investigated) are 
not made a matter of record. This sum paid for all the details of office 
expense, inspection along shores, and the work of putting fish shutes in 
a great many dams, as well as the general enforcement of all the game 
and fish laws. To offset this cost to the State, $1,050 were received from 
the issuance of non-resident licenses and $13,685.50 for resident licenses 
for the two years, while the total of fines and costs imposed amounted to 
$12,831.33, a grand total of receipts of all kinds amounting to $27,566.83. 
It is true that the receipts were not directly applied to the payment of 
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the expenses of this department. The present law limits tbe Stake 
Warden to $2,000 a year for the payment of State deputies, and it wm 
the opinion of the Auditor General that no matter how much momcij 
migiht be paid into the State treasury under the present, laws, although 
the revenue might be a direct result of enforcing the law and paid in to 
meet the expenses ensuing therefrom, not more than the sum of $2,000 
could be paid out annually without some change in the present pro- 
vision. The cost of conducting the office in 1803 and 1894 was f9,509,66, 
or an average cost of $22.85 for each of the 420 cases prosecuted. The 
cost of conducting the office in 1891 and 1892 was $5,147.30, or an average 
cost of $27.97 for each of the 184 cases prosecuted. The cost per case in 
1895 and 1896 has been less than one-half the cost per case in 1893 and 
1894. This seems to be a fair comparison, because the laws, general 
conditions and appropriations were practically the same in 1893 and 
1894 as in 1895 and 1896. If there was any change it was in the direction 
of great additions to the duties of the Game Warden by the Legislature 
of 1895, without any additional appropriation for the work. It would 
seem that if the expenditure of so much money for the propagation of fish 
alone is wise, and the State Warden certainly believes that a great deal 
more money could be advantageously expended in this direction than 
has been in the past, that it would be wisdom also to appropriate a reas- 
onable sum for the protection of both game and fish. I would recom- 
mend that the appropriation of $2,000 annually be increased to $10,000 
annually for the payment of State deputies and that the number of 
deputies be increased to 15. The salary of the State Warden should be 
increased to $2,500 annually and he should be required to give all of his 
time to the work, as the present State Warden has done since he has 
occupied the office. The revenue to be obtained fpom a proper disposition 
of the fees for resident and non-resident licenses, added to the fines 
imposed, would equal a sum greater than the total of the appropriation 
herein recommended and the salary and expenses of the State Warden. 



The new license law requiring non-residents of the State to pay $2S 
and residentsof the State 50 cents for the privilege of killing deer during 
the legalized open season has been a success. However, it needs some 
perfecting. In the first place, the law is blind as to the disposition of the 
fees accruing from resident licenses. The Attorney General gave an 
official opinion in which he stated that the resident license fees should be 
disposed of in the same manner as the non-resident fees, to-wit: one-half 
paid over to the county treasurer, to be used in enforcing the provisions 
of the act as the board of supervisors may direct, the balance to be paid 
in to the State Treasurer to be used to pay the Game Warden and his 
deputies. Notwithstanding this opinion, the .county clerks fortified 
themselves with good legal advice and refused to turn over these fees, 
regarding them as their rightful income in payment for the work of issu- 
ing the licenses. No test has been made of the matter and the county 
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ck'rks of Michigan are consequently J14,000, approximately, richer than 
they were before the enactment of the deer license law. In order to over- 
come this condition, I would recommend that the resident license fee 
be increased from 50 cents to f 1.00, 25 cents of which to be retained by 
the county clerk, and the balance of 75 cents to be paid over to the State 
Treasurer to be used to pay the State Game Warden and his deputies. 

Another change that should be made is in the character of the license. 
The resident license should be printed on material of one color and the 
non-resident on material of another color. County clerks should be 
required to report the number of licenses issued to the State Game War- 
den and to the Secretary of State. As the law is at present, no provision 
is made for compelling the applicant for a license to prove he is a resi- 
dent. All he has to do is to satisfy the county clerk of that fact, and 
some clerks are very easily satisfied. I would recommend that a suitable 
affidavit of residence be required, covering the ground desired. The 
coupons should contain the name of the holder of the license, written 
thereon in the presence of the county clerk at the time of issuing the 
license and each license should be provided with a record stub, which 
stub sdiould be retained by the county clerk issuing the license. I would 
recommend further that every person carrying a gun during the open 
season, in counties in which deer exist, be required to have a license to 
kunt deer. This would assist in the enforcement of the law and con- 
found persons who claim to be hunting other animals, but who are really 
hunting deer. In my opinion, the presence of dogs at a hunting camp 
should be made prima facie evidence of hounding. I do not think that it 
is necessary at this time to prohibit the sale of venison, and especially if 
the number of deer one man may kill is wisely reduced from five to three 
or two, and only one doe or fawn permitted to be killed by one person. 
Observation and experience have convinced me that the present open 
season for killing deer is the right one. The number of deer in Michigan 
is certainly slowly, but surely, increasing. 

The appended table shows the number of licenses, resident and non- 
resident issued by the counties in 1805 and 1896, as reported by county 
clerks wpon request from this office. In most instances clerks made 
reports promptly and cheerfully: 
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Number of deer hunUng lieensee iatued in each eounty. 



Connty. 



Al«er. 
Aloona.. 
Alpena . 
Antrim . 

Arfinao.. 
Baraca . 
Barry.... 

Bay 

Bansie.. 



Berrian 

Braneh. 

Galhonn 

Oaaa 

Charleyoix... 



Chaboygan 

Chippewa 

Clare.. 

CUnton 

Oiawford 



Delta. 

Dickinson. 
Baton. 



Geneeee 

Gladwin 

Oogebio 

Grand Trayarsa. 

Gratiot 



Hooffhton . 
HnroB 



Ionia., 
loaoo . 



Iron. 

Isabella 

Jackson 

Kalamaaoo . 



Kent 

Keweenaw. 



Lapeer.. 



Lenawee 

Liyingaton . 



Mackinac 

Macomb 

Manistee..... 

Marquette 

Maaon 

Mecoeta. 

Menominee... 



186B. 



Besidant. Non-resident. 



m 

286 
ISO 
2tt 
800 

92 
197 
117 
211 
196 

86 
88 
60 
42 
182 

860 
881 

128 
115 
198 

529 
464 



850 

90 

90 
106 
886 
191 

82 

204 
8 
74 
86 

147 

218 
101 
66 
71 
199 

192 
• 1 
264 

90 
80 

55 
70 
156 
854 
44 

804 
656 
871 
87 
860 



1896. 



Besidant. 



Non-reaident. 



170 
849 
155 

200 
295 

59 
294 

75 
189 
111 

90 
28 
66 
29 
168 

168 
874 
54 

106 
112 

474 
429 
96 
824 

100 

80 
106 
809 
160 

80 



18 

86 
59 
180 

180 
61 
86 
77 

272 

189 
3 
180 
100 
52 

50 
60 
150 
206 
57 

207 
818 
278 
88 
825 
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Number of deer hunting licenses issued in each county,— -Concluded, 



Gonnty. 




1806. 


BeddsDt. 


NoP' tOBldODt 


Bfltldent. 


Nan-reaidant. 


Midland 


308 
801 
80 
106 
104 

106 
866 
181 
148 
800 

884 
886 
112 
882 
40 

79 




176 
207 

44 
100 

96 

69 
186 

187 
148 
600 

180 

806 
86 

802 
28 

61 
107 
186 

20 
876 

64 
84 
48 
100 

97 
86 
124 
227 




MiMaokee 






























N<wBygp. 




















. 







Osoeola . - - . .... - - 










OtMgo.- 


8 




Ottawa 
















214 
11 
660 

107 
81 
61 

UO 

76 
84 

186 
464 






Httnnfli* _ 










2 






Bt. Clair 
















Wayne 




Wexford 









Digitized by 



GAME AND FISH WARDEN. 



SPEARING LAW UNCONSTITUTIONAL. 



Act No. 186, of the public acts of 1893, has been declared unconstitu- 
tional by the Supreme Court. The title of the act is as follows : "An act 
to amend Sec. 1 of act No. 159, session laws of 1891, entitled *An act to 
regulate the taking and catching of fish in the inland waters of this State, 
approved June 24, 1891.' " The title to the act amended reads as follows: 
"Ajd act to regulate the taking and catching of fish in the inland lakes 
of this State." There was no such act as the one described in the title to 
the amending act. The act of 1891 included lakes alone and not other 
waters. The evident object of the amendment was to extend the statute 
so as to include other inland waters than lakes. The title was defective 
in that it did not express the object of the bill. The title gave no notice 
to the legislators or to the people that the bill provided that the pro- 
visions of the original act should be extended to other subjects. The title 
should have contained appropriate words showing that the object was to 
include other waters. The action of the Supreme Court in declaring this 
law unconstitutional leaves rivers not otherwise protected by local acts 
open to devastation by spearers. I certainly hope this matter will be 
remedied by the present Legislature by the re-enactment, with proper 
title, of the act declared unconstitutional, or by some other legislation 
covering the premises. 



A law should be enacted prohibiting the killing of wild pigeons for 
a term of years. Although these beautiful birds are almost extermin- 
ated, a few still exist in Michigan and have their breeding places in thta 
State. A chance to multiply should be given to them. 



There is no law directly protecting the seagull. It is a harmless scav- 
enger bird of beauty and usefulness and it deposits an egg of economic 
value. Both the eggs and birds should be protected by reasonable legis- 
lation. The gulls are not edible, but are killed for mere pastime by tour- 
ists and others. The eggs are collected in great numbers for the manu- 
facture of egg albumen and other purposes. 



In the act prohibiting the use of set lines, a set line is defined as a ^'con- 
tinuous line anchored at either end, to which shorter lines with hooks are 
attached." In my opinion "bobs" and "tip-ups" should come within the 
definition of set lines. 
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FISH LADDERS IN DAMS. 



The Legislature of 1895 made the Game Warden inspector of certain 
dams in the State and required him to enforce the construction of fifth 
ladd€-rs therein upon being petitioned in regular form, as provided by the 
law in the premises. In my opinion this law should be made gen^ul 
and especially so if a sufficient appropriation is made for carrying on 
the additional work. All persons building new dams should be required 
to place fish ladders thereon at once upon the completion of the dam. 
If tiiis were made a requirement, fish ladders would be put in when dams 
are built and at greatly reduced, cost. 



Legislation prohibiting the pollution of waters by chemicals and other 
deleterious substances and also prohibiting the depositing of sa wdust in 
streams would be useful and wise. Thousands oi fish are killed everj 
year by sawdust and poisonous waste from various manufacturing insti- 
tutions and in addition water is frequently rendered unfit for human con- 
sumption as well. The laws in this direction are not sufficiently 
comprehensive. In my opinion this is a subject that deserves serious 
consideration. 



The law prohibiting the sale of these highly prized game birds \d a 
suKfess. It has been reported to me that an attempt would be made to 
have the season for killing them open earlier in the year. In my opinion 
this would be unwise. The later,the season the stronger and more wary 
the bird® and consequently tihe smaller* the scores made by those who 
hunt them. Later in the season also they are not so commonly found 
together in large numbers. An earlier season would certainly not be in 
the interest of protection. 



We have at present in Michigan a law for the protection of song birds 
but none for the protection of insectivorous birds. I would recommend 
that the law for the protection of song birds be so amended as to include 
insectivorous birds and that the penalty for killing either be made some- 
what more severe than the present penalty for killing somg birds. , 



POLLUTION OF WATERS. 



QUAIL, WOODCOCK AND PARTRIDGE. 
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SPRING SHOOTING. 



Spring shooting has been the rock upon which a great deal of meritori- 
ous game protective legislation has been wrecked. I sincerely hope that 
the sentiment has grown to such an extent that it will prompt the Legis- 
lature of 1897 to take the subject up and pass stringent laws against this 
abuse, which has become as intolerable as it is general. 



The forests of Michigan were once well populated by fur bearing 
animals. Most of these have gone the way of the buffalo. However, in 
the wilder regions of the State bear, beaver, marten, otter and fisher still 
exist. Of these animals the bear and beaver are particularly harmless 
and also very valuable. There may be a question about the wisdom of 
protecting marten, mink, fisher, otter and foxes, on account of their 
predatory tendencies. The otter and mink are liberal destroyers of fish, 
while marten, fisher and foxes destroy rabbits and partridge. However, 
it is probable that the public could afford to perpetuate all of these 
animals at the expense of those they feed upon. There can be no reason- 
able argument against the protection of bear and beaver. The very word 
hear may sound destructive and create opposition to such an idea, but if 
there is anything more harmless and more innocent in the woods of 
Michigan than the common black bear, I have yet to learn of that 
animal. In spite of this fact, bruin is killed at all seasons, without any 
reference to whether his pelt is prime or not. The same can be said of 
beaver. I would especially recommend the enactment of a law pro- 
hibiting the killing of beaver in Michigan for ten years, and I would 
recommend the enactment of a law prohibting the killing of any fur 
bearing animal except in those months in which its fur is known to be 
prime, excepting those which are unusually destructive, including wolf, 
wildcat and lynx. 



Those who are familiar with the devastation of wolves, wildcats and 
lynxes advocate a higher State bounty upon these animals and I agree 
with them. In my opinion the wolf bounty should be f 25, lynx f 8 and 
wildcat f 4. I have been particularly investigating the killing of deer by 
wolves. In the Carp River region of Mackinac county alone, it is esti- 
mated that there are 3,000 deer yarded at this time (January, 1897). 
Several trappers have reported to me that they have found where wolves 
have killed as high as thirty of these deer in a single night. While the 
wolf is most destructive, the wildcat and lynx steal upon sleeping deer 
and young deer and kill a great many. They also kill scores of grouse 
and rabbits. A suitable bounty on these animals would result in their 
extermination. The wolf is particularly hard to trap or kill. Its pelt is 
not very valuable. In consequence a good bounty must be offered or 
trappers will pay little or no attention to it. 
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UNIFORM GAME LAWS. 



The state Game Warden has had a conference with the warden of 
Wisoonsm and the commission of Minnesota, including the executive 
agent of the Minnesota Commission, in relation to uniform game and 
fish laws. Uniformity of laws between Wisconsin and Michigan is of the 
highest importance. Our conference developed the fact that the game 
and fish laws of Michigan are held in high esteem, not only in Wisconsin 
and Minnesota, but throughout the country. It is my opinion that the 
Michigan laws, with some of the additions suggested herewith, will be 
enacted in Wisconsin. If there is not absolute uniformity, there will be 
great similarity and the more nearly they are alike, the better it will cer- 
tainly be for both states. Michigan is not only well to the front in local 
protection, but has taken strides in the direction of inter-state and inter- 
national protection. I hope that the advisability of a uniform law will be 
generally appreciated and that practical steps will be taken to accom- 
plish it. 



I desire to particularly compliment the Secretary of State upon the 
second compilation of the game and fish laws of Michigan made in 1895. 
They are the most perfect I have seen in North America, and I have in 
my ofSce the laws of moet of the states of the Union as well as of Canada. 
They have been a great convenience to our work and thousands of copies 
have been distributed Over the State and country upon request. 



So many county and State deputy , wardens have done good work that 
it is diflScult to make fair selections for special mention. However, I 
have pleasure in stating that Mr. C. E. Brewster, of Grand Bapids, Mr. 
Henry L. Avery, of Detroit, and Mr. John Webster, of the upper penin- ^ 
sula, have been particularly zealous and efScient. 



Under the laws that exist at present, boards of supervisors may pro- 
vide remuneration for county game and fish wardens, but are not required 
to. If the county game warden system is to be continued, and in my opin- 
ion it is a good system when properly organized and equipped, some com- 
pulsory provision for providing compensation for them should be made. 
It would greatly aid in the enforcement of the game and fish laws if 
county wardens were empowered to make arrests in counties adjoining 
the one in which they reside. 
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PRBSBRVATION OF F0BB8TS. 



Movements have been set an foot in other states looking to the preser- 
vation of our forests and the matter is being agitated in Michiis:an. The 
idea suggests itself that the State Game and Fish Warden and his 
deputies might also be forest wardens. The woric of preserving the fijsh 
and game of the State is of such a nature that it could be easily asso- 
ciated with forestry preservation. The subject is certainly worthy of 
consideration. 



CHASE S. OSBOBN, 
State Oame and Fish Wardm. 



Sault 8t€. Marie, Mich., January, 1897. 



RECAPITULATION. 



Nomber ot arrests, 1805 and 1896. . 

Oonvictionfi 

Acquittals 

Disagreements 

Discontiunances 

Reported violations investigated. . . 
Arrests for violation of fish laws . 
Arrests for violation of game laws . 
Amonnt of fines and costs imposed 



$12,8S1.3a 



1,00T 
814 



1,738 
665 
342 



9 



Resident hunting licenses issued, 1896 

Non-resident hunting licensee issued, 1895 

Resident hunting licenses issued, 1896 

Non-resident hunting licenses issued, 1896. 



14,47T 
22 

12,904 
20 
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LETTER OF TRANSMITTAL. 



STATE OF MICHIGAN, 
Department of State, 
Lansing, February 18, 1899, 



To the Honorable, the Senate and House of Representatives : 

In accordance with the provisions of Sec. 6 of act No. 28 of the public acts 
of 1887, entitled *'An act to provide for the appointment of a Game and Fish 
AVarden, and to prescribe his powers and duties,'^! have the honor to transmit 
to you herewith such portions of the monthly reports of said Game and Fish 
Warden as are deemed of general interest to the public. 



V'ery respectfully, 



J. S. STEARNS 



Secretary of State* 
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REPORT. 



Sault Ste. Marie, Mich., 
January 10, 1899, 



To the Secretary of State, Lansing , Michigan : 

The law providing for the appointment of a State Game and Fish Warden 
prescribes that the Secretary of State shall cause the monthly reports of said 
Warden, or so much thereof as may be of interest, to be transmitted to the 
legislature when in session. It has been the practice of the Warden to 
arrange such report, which I forward to you herewith. 



Prefatory to the sixth biennial report of the state game and fish 
warden, for the years 1897 and 1898, I am enabled to state, with keenest 
sa*sf action, that the conditions of and for the protection and per- 
petuation of the fish and game of Michigan are better than they have 
l3eAtt at any time in the past. 

^e best citizenship of Michigan is at least approaching a realization 
of the importance to the State of the fish and game interests, and it is 
not too much to hope that the future will see a sentiment continually 
growing better in this direction. 

When the farmer is convinced that the laws for the protection of fish 
and game are made for him as well as for the city sportsman, and when 
he is made to believe that the same laws that protect the game bird also 
give safer life to the insectivorous bird, he is apt to be guided to the 
conclusion that they are a good thing; and when the consumer of the 
cheap and wholesome food fish, although he may not wet a line and know 
the thrill of playing a trout with silken fibre and lightest rod, realizes 
that the laws protect the herring and the whitefish and the trout as well 
as the gamy bass and the other fine hook and line fishes, he must see that 
he is quite as directly interested in these laws as is the man who with 
wading stocking braves the black flies and mosquitoes and whips the 
stream. In other words, when all classes come to know, as any attention 



Yours respectfully, 

CHASE S. OSBORN, 
State Game and Fish Warden. 
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to these laws is sure to make them to learn, that the fish and game laws 
of the State are made for all classes and likewise benefit all classes, their 
selfishness must be sufficiently aroused to secure their wholesome and 
helpful approval. 

It is not so many years ago, and, in fact, but a few, when the counties 
in Michigan were few indeed where the sentiment was such as to permit 
one to hope at all for a conviction for the crime of violating these laws. 
On the other hand, today there is not a county in the State of Michigan, 
where good proof of violation is not very apt indeed to be followed by 
conviction and punishment. 

I am particularly glad to know that the State is earnestly turning its 
attention to forestry and see not only great general benefits to be de- 
rived from pursuing this important question, but discover the very great 
help it will be to game and fish. If we can only pi'eserve our forests, we 
will thus ensure cover for game and likewise secure protection to 
streams, and through this medium render it more likely that we will 
always have with us woody brooks teeming with splendid fish life. 

The questions then of protecting game and fish and the forests are 
closely related, and without even wooing should together win the sym- 
pathy of any person interested in either. 

The State of Michigan is still lamentably lame in furnishing funds for 
conducting the work of this department. If this work is worth doing at 
all, it seems to me that it is worth doing at least reasonably well. By a 
simple application of contrast and comparison, the people of Michigan 
may easily know what is being accomplished in this State and will be 
better :able to appreciate what is being done in Michigan, when attention 
is called briefly to the work in New York state, which is supposed to be 
well up to the front of any in the United States. In the State of New 
York there is a chief protector, working under a commission, who gets a 
salary of $2,000 a year and $1,000 for traveling expenses. Two of his 
assistants are paid $1,200 a year each, and $750 a year each for traveling 
expenses. An oyster protector gets $1,200 a year and $450 for traveling 
expenses. A protector of the Thousand Island reservation gets $500 a 
year and $450 for traveling expenses. Thirty-one other protectors, and 
all working under the chief protector, are each paid $500 a year and $460 
traveling expenses, and all of the protectors receive one-half of all 
penalties and fines. The president of the commission is paid $3,000 a 
year, and the four other members of the commission are each paid $2,500 
a year and each member in addition receives $800 for traveling expenses. 

Eliminating the amount paid to the commissioners and bringing the 
department of New York down as near as can be to a comparison with 
the department in Michigan, the salaries alone paid by that State, with- 
out any of the penalties and fines, amount to $38,950 a year. Even with 
this great pay roll New York makes only about one-half as many arrests 
and conducts only about one-half as many prosecutions as are conducted 
in Michigan at one-eighth the cost. In other words, the salaries alone in 
New York for one year amount to a sum nearly eight times as great as 
was the entire direct cost of protection to the State of Michigan in 1897. 

The importance with which the fish and game interests in New York 
ar^ regarded and the liberality with which they are treated are indicated 
by the fact that in a single year New York appropriated $85,075.87 for 
conducting this work, while Michigan appropriates but $2,060 a year to 
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pay all the expenses and salaries of deputy state wardens and f 1,200 a 
year and expenses to the chief warden. 

The statement that Michigan possesses more fish and game of all kinds 
than New York is not beyond the confines of reason, and the hope is 
indulged that the State will appreciate its possessions in this particular 
before it is too late, and will seek earnestly to assist, protect and perpetu- 
ate them rather than to have them destroyed and then seek to restock and 
propagate artifically. Right in this connection Michigan can apply to 
itself the old adage that "A bird in the hand is worth two in the bush." 
If New York expends more than f 40,000 a year for protection alone, it 
would seem that Michigan might spend f 20,000 with profit. 




EXPENSE TO THE STATE. 



. The total cost of conducting the work of the game warden's oflSce 
for 1897 was |6,444.08, and for 1898 was f 8,751.59, a total of f 15,195.67 
for the two years, or an average of J13.86 for each of the 1,096 cases 
prosecuted, or an .average of f8.48 for each of the 1,790 recorded viola- 
tioi^n investigated. 

This gives only an idea of the apportionment of the expense, as rumors 
and anonymous reports unless very full, hundreds of which are investi- 
gated, are not made a matter of record. 

TSiis sum paid for all the details of office expense, inspection along 
shores, salaries and expenses of state deputies, work of putting fish 
shutes in a great many dams, salary and traveling expenses of the state 
warden, and the biggest item of cost of all, the enforcement of the 
commercial fishing laws. 

To offset this cost to the state J4,055*75 was received from the is- 
suance of deer licenses in 1897, and f 4,084.25 from the issuance of license 
in 1898, or $8,140 for the two years. The total amount of fines and 
costs imposed during the two years amounted to $12,414.18, the grand 
total of receipts of all kinds amounting to $20,554.18. 

It is true that the receipts were not all directly applied to the pay- 
ment of the expenses of this department. 

It will be seen by this statement that the department is not only 
self-sustaining, but a source of very considerable profit. 

The last legislature made great additions to the duties of this depart- 
ment, without any additional npDropriation for the work, excepting the 
license money provision, which in reality should be applied directly to 
the enforcement of the deer law. 

I would recommend that the appropriation of $2,000 annually be in- 
creased to $10,000 annually for the payment of state deputies and that 
the number of deputies be increased to fifteen. The salary of the state 
warden should be increased to $2,500 annually and he should be re- 
quired to give all of his time to the work, as the present state warden 
has done since occupying the office. 

The revenue of the office at the present time more than equals a sum 
greater than the total of appropriations herein recommended. 

The total number of cases prosecuted during 1897 was 579, or a 
greater number .than for any other one year in the history of the depart- 
ment. The total number of cases begun in 1898 is 517, or a total for both 
years of 1,096, a greater number of cases than was prosecuted during 
the same time in any other state of the Union so far as I have been able 
to learn from a comparison with the reports of the many states which 
take a leading interest in fish and game protection. 
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Not only lias Michigan the largest record for prosecutions, but the 
work is done for by far the smallest cost per case. 

Although the total number of cases for 1897 and 1898 was greater 
than that of 1895 and 1896, I am convinced that violations are much 
less general and numerous. I am brought to this conclusion by the 
fact that we receive a much less number of reports of violations than 
previously and we are only enabled to keep up the high record of prose- 
cutions by having somewhat more time and means, on account of the 
new deer license fund and having a smaller number of rei>orted viola- 
tions to care for, to more thoroughly investigate those we do learn of 
and thus bring them to a greater percentage of successful cQUc}usio«qs.! 

That the sentiment for protection is increasing is certainly eyi4enced 
by the fact that out of the 1,096 arrests made 876 convictions b^tve 
already been obtained, while a number of the cases have not yet reached 
a conclusion. Following is a list of prosecutions by counties. .. 

Prosecutiom by counties. 



Counties. 



Allagan.. 
Alger.... 
Alcooa.. 
Alpena .. 
Antrim .. 

Arenac .. 
Baraga.. 

Barry 

Bay 

Benzie... 



Berrien 

Branch 

Calhonn 

Oass. _ 

GharleToix 

Cheboygan. 

Chippewa 

Clare , 

Clinton. ... 
Crawford... 



DelU 

Dickinson. 

Eaton 

Emmet 

Genesee.. .. 



Gladwin 

Gogebic 

Grand Traverse. 

Gratiot 

HUlsdale 



Honghton. 

Hnron 

Ingham .... 

Ionia 

Iosco , 

Iron 



IsabeUa 

Jackson 

Kalamazoo.. 
Kalkaska... 

Kent... 

Keweenaw .. 
Lake 



1883. 



Counties. 



Lapeer 

Leelanau.... 

Lenawee 

Livingston. 
Lnce 



Mackinac .. 
Macomb.... 
Manistee 
Marquette . 
Mason 



Mecosta 

Menominee.. 

Midland 

Missaukee... 
Monroe 



Montcalm 

Montmorency.. 

Muskegon 

Newaygo. 

Oakland 



Oceana 

Ogemaw 

Ontonagon. 

Osceola 

Oscoda 



Otsego 

Ottawa. ... 
Presquelsle.. 
Roscommon.. 
Saginaw 



Sanilac. 

Schoolcraft 
Shiawassee... 

St. Olair 

St. Joseph 

Tuscola 



VanBuren... 
Washtenaw . 

Wayne 

Wexford .... 



Total. . 



1807. 



579 



11 
18 
4 



1 
17 
1 

5 

16 
19 



11 
9 



4 

1 

13 



5 
9 

'3 
9 

6 
6 

"4 
2 
8 

5 
1 
9 

7 



517 



Total number of prosecutions for the two years ending Dec. 31, 1898 : 1,096. 
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Summarized Statement of Department ivork. 
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Fines and costs 
imposed. 




46 


16 


14 


1 




1 


9 
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$157 50 




50 


81 


2h 


1 




2 


25 


6 


329 00 


March 


72 


36 


28 


8 




5 


24 


12 


352 00 


April 


109 


75 


64 


4 




7 


66 


9 


724 20 
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149 


109 


97 
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106 


3 


939 50 




82 


66 


57 
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57 


9 
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55 
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29 
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30 
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40 
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17 

22 


8 


368 60 




56 


39 


84 
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17 


551 44 


October 


88 


36 
14 
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1 
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20 


16 


590 01 




95 


47 


3 




24 


25 


49 


776 70 




79 


41 


29 


9 




3 


8 


33 


445 27 
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920 


579 


488 


36 


60 

— 1 


409 


170 


$6,206 32 



1898. 
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17 
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45 


35 


82 




3 


19 


16 


444 35 


March 


69 


37 


27 


9 


1 


26 


11 


681 00 


April 

Hay - 


140 


89 


76 


2 


11 


74 


15 


857 00 


77 


58 


57 
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55 


3 


757 66 




89 


51 


41 

22 
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46 
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699 95 


Jfiij 


48 


26 
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3 


18 


8 


302 65 




41 


21 

32 
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12 


19 
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154 00 


September 


54 


28 


8 


1 


17 


15 


306 00 


October 


59 


80 


22 


2 


6 


20 


10 


355 00 


NoTember . _ 


96 


40 


16 


a 


22 


20 


20 


403 60 




116 


75 


48 


1 


31 


88 


37 


890 65 


Totel, ^98 


870 


517 


393 


21 


101 


369 


148 


16,206 86 



CONDITIONS OF GAME AND FISH LIFE. 

As a result of protection and artificial propagation, it may be reason- 
ably stated that the conditions of game and fish life in Michigan are 
as good as those in any state in the Union of anything like similar 
topography and geography. 

A good many ducks breed within the borders of the state and our 
water courses are visited by a great flight both fall and spring. How- 
ever, it must 'be admitted that this flght is less today than it was and 
brings one to the conclusion that something must be done to check the 
inroads upon waterfowl. If a limit is placed upon the number to be 
killed and we continue to prohibit spring shooting, the ducks may hold 
their own for a time. 

The partridge in the state are just about holding their own. There 
has been a remarkable increase in quail life. The snipe life In the state 
is, if anything, decreasing. Considerable effort has been made to in- 
troduce in Michigan Mongolian pheasants and German quail, and a suffi- 
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cient degree of success has attended to convince those directly inter- 
ested that the introduction can be accomplished with practical satis- 
faction. Both birds are hardy and gamy. The German quail is larger 
than the native bird. It is claimed by close observers of these birds 
that both the Mongolian pheasant and German quail will cross with the 
native birds and that the result is a gamy, hardy fowl which lies well 
to the dog and furnishes good sport in the field and excellent eating on 
the table. 

The conditions in Michigan have never been particularly favorable to 
the existence of prairie chickens, but at one time they were quite plenti- 
ful in the state and some still remain. 

The reports to the New York Zoological Society from Michigan indi- 
cate that the song and insectivorous birds of the state are decreasing 
in numbers, but I do not agree with this conclusion. I believe that for 
the last few years the avi fauna of the Btate has held its own and in 
certain portions, notably the upper peninsula, has increased. 

An attempt will be made on a small scale by this department to see 
if quail can be made to live in the upper peninsula. Heretofore the 
northernmost point at which a quail has been reported seen, and then 
a single bird, is Mackinac island. With the rapid settlement of the 
upper peninsula, it is predicted that if quail can be started they will 
be able to maintain themselves there. 

It is diflScult to tell just exactly what the deer are doing, but careful 
investigation convinces me that they are very nearly if not quite as 
plentiful as at any time within the past four years. 

Squirrels and rabbits exist in less numbers with each recurring year 
and particularly the former. There are no little "cotton-tails'' so-called, 
in the upper peninsula and never have beeA any. The great northern 
or varying hare takes their place in that portion of the State and in some 
instances, though rare, the true Polar hare is met with. The hare is 
twice the size of the common rabbit and is highly esteemed as food by 
many. The foxes are playing sad havoc with them. 

The fur-bearing animals are decreasing. It is quite unfortunate that 
laws looking to their protection were not enacted longer ago. I am 
pleased to report that the law prohibiting the trapping of beaver for a 
certain number of years is already bearing good fruit. These intelligent 
animals seem almost to know that they have been surrounded by a 
cordon of protection. In many instances they have come out of their 
remotest fastnesses in the upper peninsula and their cuttings and dam 
w^ork may be seen at several places along the lines of railroads and 
other public highways. It may be taken as an indication or at least 
as a hopeful sign that the beaver may be re-established in his old haunts 
by careful protection. 

I would again call attention to the fac^ that Hie bear is surely dis- 
appearing. This may be hailed with delight "by those who only know 
of this animal what they read in the story bo/irks of their youth. Those 
who know the bear to be harmless and his p^ to be very valuable will 
not care to hasten the day when he will be'llo more. In my opinion, 
as stated two years ago, a law to prohibit the killing of bear when 
their coats are not prime should be passed. 

The otter, fisher and marten are becoming very rare, while the mink 
is on the increase and the muskrat is holding its own fairly. The 
wolverinf is practically extinct. 
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The turkeys have just about disappeared if they are not entirely 
gone. The isame may be said of the elk in its wild state. It was thought 
that the moose had become extinct in Michigan and it has been a long 
time since, if ever, there was a law protecting moose in this State. Im- 
agine then the surprise of those interested in learning last fall of an au- 
thentic case of the killing of a moose in Mackinac county. For some 
time moose had been reported in the State, but the report was generally 
set down to persons who were either unreliable or of an excitable nature 
and to whom a good sized buck might at times look like a moose. The 
undoubted killing of a cow moose last November has established the fact 
that moose have been living in Michigan for, some little time. This 
department has endeavored to learn as accurately as possible where they 
came from and gives credence to the report that six moose were seen 
to come across an arm of Lake Superior from Canada a few years ago 
and it is more than likely that some of them remained here. The fact 
that they have come over voluntarily and lived here makes me, as well 
as a great many others, feel that if the State would secure a few pairs 
and turn them at large in remote portions of the upper peninsula, pro- 
tecting them not only by adequate laws but by sentiment as well, we 
might again have a goodly number of these majestic animals with us. 
The expense of making a trial of this character would not be great and 
it would appear to be worth the while. 

Although caribou exist in considerable numbers on the north shore of 
Lake Superior, they are now rarely or never seen in Michigan. 

The important food fishes are gradually disappearing and unless they 
are artificially propagated in greater numbers and the laws protecting 
them during the spawning period, or at least giving them an opportunity 
to reach maturity and reproduce their species once, are perpetuated, 
they will certainly become extinct and the State thus lose a valuable 
source of income and other benefits. 

The finer hook and line fishes are all- holding their own, unless it is the 
bass, which is suffering on account of the lax spearing laws. Just so 
• long as the so-called "soft'' fish may be speared, the spearer will be 
unable to tell what a bass is until he has him either in the market or in 
his stomach. I am of the opinion that the time is fast coming when 
bass should be taken out of the market altogether and that their sale 
should be prohibited. 

The one fact in which there is real satisfaction is that the game and 
fish of the State may be perpetuated if proper attention is given to their 
propagation and protection. Michigan has made a good start in the 
direction of preservation and has a great deal more work to do and 
the work must be kept up and expanded and improved from year to 
year. 

The laws of Michigan for the protection and preservation of fish and 
gafne are among the best, if not the very best, in the United States and 
they have been copied by other states far and near. I do not mean to 
say by this that they are perfect, but sometimes I fear that the danger 
now lies in making them more lax rather than more helpful. The laws 
that we have now should be guarded carefully until replaced by some- 
thing better, and stern refusal should paeet every proposition to open the 
doors to greater opportunities for destruction. 
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THE PARMER'S FRIENDS. 



Most farmers do not need education to know that the insectivorous 
birds are their best friends, but the expansion of agricultural education 
is impressing this fact to the degree of importance it is entitled to. 

Very recently two quail were sent to the Agricultural College by a 
farmer who wrote that he killed them because they were eating his 
grain. He wished an examination of the crops of the birds made, which 
was done and the results made public. In neither crop was found any 
grain, but in one of them were 4,500 seeds of the false nettle, a very 
troublesome weed, which goes to show clearly, as most farmers know, 
that the quail, instead of being an enemy, is really a great help. Prof. 
Barrows, of the Agricultural College, says that quail eat a very large 
variety of noxious weed seeds, besides grasshoppers, chinch bugs and 
other injurious insects. He once examined a quail's crop and found it 
full to its utmost capacity of span wormts and measuring worms, both of 
which are among the farmer's numerous enemies. 

This department is endeavoring to give greater attention every year 
to the protection and preservation of insectivorous birds, no matter 
whether they are game birds, song bird-s, or others. 

Sometimes the fruit farmer is inclined to shoot the birds in his fruit 
trees, but those who have made a study of the subject contend success- 
fully that the farmer can well afford to raise fruit for the birds in order 
to compensate them for the services they render to him. 

There have been a number of convictions during the past two years 
for killing insectivorous and song birds and still greater pains are to be 
taken in the future for the enforcement of the Very wise and juiiit laws 
looking to the safe guarding of our birds. 



The last session of the legislature very wisely, in mj opinion, and at 
the earnest solicitation of the Michigan Fish Commission, and finally 
with the consent of the commercial fishermen, enacted a law for the 
purpose of protecting the food fish of the great lakes by prohibiting 
their capture during the nesting or spawning season. 

Although Michigan has a fishing coast line of nearly two thousand 
miles, which must be carefully inspected and patrolled in order to en- 
force any law applying to operations along .its length, the legislature 
assigned to this department the task of enforcing the close season law 
without appropriating a single cent for doing the work. With a full 
knowledge of the fact that this department was greatly crippled for lack 
of funds, certain commercial fishermen defied the law openly in 1897, 
and attacked it violently in the courts, going to the almost unheard of 
extent of enjoining the State Warden from enforcing it. Despite this 
fact, this department, in anticipation of something of the kind, had se- 
cured a small fund by husbanding sums that had previously been ap- 
plied to Other work and used in other directions, and enforced the law 
vigorously in all sections and against all persons except where tem- 
porarily prevented from doing so by the injunctions above named. 



THE CLOSE SEASON LAW. 




14 



GAME AND FISH WARDEN. 



By the active and capable co-operation of Hon. Fred A. Maynard, 
Attorney General of Michigan, this department was enabled to secure 
speedy trial in both circuit and supreme courts of the questions at issue. 
The decision of the supreme court in the premises was a sweeping vic- 
tory for this department. It upheld the constitutionality of the close 
season law in every way and struck still another forceful blow in the 
direction of the right of the State to regulate, restrict and protect its 
fi>sh and. game possessions. 

Just as soon as the supreme court decision upholding the law was 
handed down, commercial fishermen generally decided to abide by it and 
especfally when they were convinced that their actions were the object 
of careful espionage. 

When the close season for 1898 arrived, a certain class of fishermen 
seemed determined to again defy the law, in the face of the fact that 
the supreme court had declared it valid. Chief among these were the 
Beaver island fishermen. These islands are remote, the people subsist 
almost entirely by fishing, and they have always had a law unto them- 
selves. While not a bad people at heart probably, they have been rest- 
less and even turbulent under restraint, and it was predicted both in 
1897 and 1898 that this department would have serious trouble there 
and that nothing short of a strong force would make the islanders sub- 
mit. However, nothing was left for the department to do but to make 
every effort to uphold and apply the law. This required a system of 
inspection and patrol demanding the services of the best officer^, requir- 
ing the chartering of steam craft, and necessitating an expense dispro- 
portionate to the very modest sum allotted to this department with 
which to carry on its operations. 

This work resulted in a great many arrests, seizures and confisca- 
tions. Among the more important seizures were a large number of 
nets belonging to Beaver islanders, the tug "Cisco'' and a large quantity 
of fish, also in possession of Beaver islanders, a quantity of fish illegally 
taken by Ottawa county fishermen, also a large number of nets in use 
there and the tug "Collester" which was being used for fishing pur- 
poses by Grrand Haven fishermen during the close seasoii. 

Prominent Beaver islanders sought faithfully and energetically to have 
the Governor or this department set aside the law in their case, which, of 
course, could not be done. In this connection it may be said that they 
were not faithful to agreements made in 1897 with this department and 
misrepresented facts to the Grovernor, the public and this department 
in their efforts to secure undeserved sympathy and privileges. 

The officers of this department found them violating the law in No- 
vember, 1898, in a flagrant manner, and such arrests, seizures and prose- 
cutions have been made as will convince them of the meaningfulness of 
the law and the determination of this department as to its enforce nent. 
There have been arrests and convictions, of course, in many other por- 
tions of Michigan, but in no section were the violations so flagrant, the 
violators so bold and the public eye so thoroughly attracted. I am in- 
formed that the Beaver island fishermen will desert Michigan waters en- 
tirely during future close seasons if the laws are not repealed. It is 
reported they will fish from Washington Island in Wisconsin Watiers,' 
which is only another airgument pronouncing in favor of, interstate, or, 
better still, iiatioiigll protection of the fishing industry. Studious efforts 
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have been made in the direction of economy and the least expense^ po«Bh 
sible consistent with any kind of results has been made. 

Although the close season law has been tested but two years, and 
although it was earnestly desired by the Michigan Fish Commission, it is 
now proposed on nearly all sides to do away with it, and for what reamn 
is not at this naoment plainly apparent to me. 



The law for the protection of deer as perfected by the legisla^jure of 
1897 has proven as great a success as its most extravagant advocates 
predicted. During 1897 there were issued 11,867 resident licenses and 
44 non-resident licenses. During 1898 there were issued 11,585 resident 
licenses and 48 non-resident licenses. 

One third of the money derived from the sale of licenses, or 25 cents 
for each resident license, found its way to the State treasury, and formed 
a fund devoted to payment of the work of this department. This fund 
did not become available until 1898, for the reason that the 1897 fund 
was not paid in and returnable until the beginning. of the succeed- 
ing year. 

Very little inclination to evade the law was either reported or ob- 
served. Of course in remote locaMties far from county seats settlers 
and trappers sometimes hunted without a license, and now and then the 
presence of a non-resident hunting on a resident license would be re- 
ported; but generally non-residents have either paid the license fee re- 
quired or have not come to Michigan, and the latter has been most 
generally true. 

In a few instances arrests of non-residents have been made and in al- 
most every instance a conviction has followed. 

There is a strong sentiment favorable to the reduction of the number 
of deer that one person may kill, and I think that if the number were 
reduced to two and one person permitted to kill but one doe or fawn, 
it would meet the approval of all who have the real interests of deer 
protection at heart. 

The following table gives the number of deer licenses issued in each 
county for the year 1897 and 1898: 
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Deer hunting licenses issued in each county. 



County. 


1807. 


1806. 


Resident 


Non- 


Besident. 


Non- 
resident. 




30 
423 
114 
102 
185 

50 
219 

87 
123 
87 

83 
82 
79 
38 
218 

271 
415 
28 
141 
102 

369 
458 
107 
478 
120 

47 
95 
284 
126 
52 

286 
11 

106 
75 

129 

ao8 

46 
86 
60 
143 

206 
1 

79 
119 

26 

52 
66 
174 
199 
54 

149 
844 

152 
63 

306 
104 
95 
47 

107 
93 
54 
87 




31 
370 
117 
165 
147 

40 
220 

90 
116 

59 

76 
36 
93 
22 
211 

250 
388 
59 
136 
110 

357 
452 
130 
441 
111 

88 
121 
180 
147 

51 

299 
25 
90 
85 

128 

221 
45 
70 
69 

161 

205 
4 

68 
121 

11 

79 

84 
154 

ISO 
61 

111 
951 
123 
62 

337 
105 
92 
44 

106 
101 
43 

88 






2 


5 






7 




















BaVry 




B»y....^ 






Benzie _ 















Branch 










Oais 
















1 












ClUiton 










Delta _ 




2 
22 


DiQltlnson 


26 




Emmet 




3 






Gladwin 








1 








Gratiot 






HilUdale 






Honghton 






























1 


1 


Isabella 














Kalkaska 




2 


Kent 










Lake 
































1 












Manistee 








3 


2 




Mecosta 






Menominee _ 


2 


2 


Midland 








Monroe... 






Montcalm 





























Digitized by 



STATE OF MICHIGAN. IT 
Deer hunting lieeneea issued in each couniir.— -Concluded. 



CoQnty. 


1897, 


1898. 


Resident. 


Non- 
resident. 


Resident. 


Non- 
resident. 


Oakland . 


156 
84 
217 
126 
201 

66 

175 
32 
102 

88 
170 

20 
397 

133 
46 
53 

112 

80 
35 
187 
185 




157 
55 
1«) 
131 
179 

64 

158 
29 
76 

123 
137 
26 
359 

147 

60 
45 
148 

82 
4S 
184 
175 




Ooaana 






Ogsmaw 












Osceola 






Oaooda 




1 

.......... 


Ot86gO 










PrBBQiia Isla 






SoBComnion 






Saginaw 






Sanilao 








2 


1 




St. Clair 






















\VaBhtenaw 






"Wayne _ 






Wexford. 













BOUNTY UPON PREDATORY ANIMALS. 

Those who are familiar with the devastation of wolves, wild eats and 
lynxes advocate a still higher State bounty upon these animals and have 
written to this department many letters in support of their contention. 
Practical hunters are^emphatic in claiming that a wolf bounty of $50 
would not be too high. The present bounty is $15. It might certainly 
be wisely increased to $25. I think the present lynx and wild cat boun- 
ties are high enough. These animals are easily trapped and destroyed 
and if trappers would devote their attention to them, the bounty and 
what they could get for the pelt would make it w^orth their exertions. 

At the present time there is no bounty on foxes. It is reported to 
me from all quarters that foxes are increasing rapidly and that they kill 
a great many partridges and other birds and rabbits. The proposition 
to place a bounty of $3 to $5 on foxes is worthy of consideration. 



THE SALE OF GAME. 

There is probably no agency for the protection of game of greater in- 
fluence than prohibiting its sale. To take game out of the market shuts 
off the market hunter and the "game hog." I am not sure that it is at 
all wise to prohibit the sale of game and hook and line fish until th^ 
conditions make it absolutely necessary. The conditions of quail, wood- 
cock, partridge, brook trout and grayling life in Michigan demanded 
the the most stringent measures and led to the passage of laws inter- 
dicting their sale. As a result of this law and other regulations for their 
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protection, these giune bii^^s and fl»h are qu the inqreuBe all over the 
Htate and hiave so firmly re-established themselves in field and stream 
that to perpetuate them indefinitely we shall only have to give them 
wise care. 

There are those who believe that at this time ail game should be taken, 
out of the market and I am convinced that the time is coming when 
deer and ducks may not be sold with safety to their existence. The 
tendency of all forms of wild life is to extinction, and it is only by pro- 
found study and the application of the most earnest effort that we 
will be able to keep the inhabitants of forest and stream with us. 

While only suggesting at the present and not emphatically advocating: 
the general prohibition of sale, I . would urge the utmost importance 
of carefully restricting the number taken. In my opinion, one per»on 
should not be permitted to kill more than a reasonable number of game 
and fish in a single day and the number to be killed in a season by 
each person should be limited. This form of protection is in vogue in 
Ontario and has been found to bear satisfactory results. In anotb^ 
place I have urged that the number of deer to be killed by any one 
person should be reduced to two in a season and that no one person be 
permitted to kill more than one doe or fawn. 

In this connection I desire to state that while the question as to 
whether the serving of interdicted game and fish on tables by boarding 
houses, hotels and restaurants is a sale of the same has never been 
directly and thoroughly tested in Michigan leading attorneys unite in the 
opinion thaf such serving of game and fish amounts to a sale and is a 
violation of any law that profhibits the sale of such game or fish served. 
The supreme court of Michigan has held that the serving of oleomar- 
garine on hotel tables is sale of that article and the Wisconsin supreme 
court has held that the serving of game as above described amounts to 
a sale. 



The last legislature ai>pointed a committee to meet with similar com- 
mittees from the states of Illinois, Wisconsin and Minnesota for the 
purpose of suggesting uniform interstate legislation for the preserva- 
tion of fish and game. These committees have met and will be instru- 
mental in the introduction of bills in their various states whiQh incor- 
porate in crystallized form their ideas of what will best subserve the 
interests in question. 

If an era of interstate protection were to be inaugurated, great horpe 
for the future would be entitled to life. The sphere of protection really 
should be increased to the nation; and in order to get the very best 
results, and give assurances to those who love Nature that her children 
shall not be swept f rom sea and earth, there should be intelligent national 
and international protection. Interstate protection is a step in the 
right direction and too high commendation cannot be paid to the move- 
ment most rei^ently inaugurated by Illinois, Minnesota, Wisconsin and 
Michigan. ^ 



* It would seem that every tyro at legislation inclines to try his hand 
at making fish laws and the result is that a great conglomeration of acts^ 
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hats been fired at the public. As at preaieiit existing the fish laws iire 
etof using to th^e who inake a daily study of them, and it is not sur- 
prising then that the people frequently Violate them through what mis^ht 
be termed excusable ignorance, although of course ignorance is urged 
never to be an excuse. There are local acts referHng to a river here, 
a stream there, and then to a lake and then to part of a lake or part of 
a stream in a certain county and so on. It would simplify matters, aid 
I>roteetian and accommodate the public if a clear, concise, comprehen- 
sive law for the protection of fish and regulation of fishing in the inland 
waters were made to succeed and repeal every act existing at present 
either local or general. 

An instance of the confusing nature of these laws may be had in the 
fact that there are at present in Michigan five different fish shute laws, 
nod: on of which is adequate or fully accomplishes the object sought- 
One general provision should succeed these and it should be made obliga- 
tory upon the part of every dam builder and dam owner to construct a 
fish shute, failure to comply with which should render him liable. 

It is impossible in a. report of this character and length to fully dis- 
cuss all of the shortcomings of the laws. 



In a general way those who have given most time and attention to the 
study of game and fish legislation are opposed to a multitude of local 
acts. These acts tend to confuse the people. Very often indeed if they 
are worth bringing into existence at all, they should be made to apply 
to the entire State. Of course there are exceptions as to this, and prob- 
ably a noteworthy instance is that of Bois Blanc island, where worthy 
persons are endeavoring to propagate large game for purposes purely 
philanthropic. Those interested in the matter will undoubtedly endeavor 
to have the laws prohibiting the killing of large game on Bois Blanc 
island extended to 1909, and in my opinion their request should be 
favorably considered. 

There are also other local acts of merit, but not many. Care should' 
be taken to prevent the encumbering of the statutes in this way. 



The State still remains recreant in providing adequate legislation for 
the prevention of the pollution of waters by chemicals and other deleter- 
ious substances. Thousands of fish are killed every year by the sawdust 
and poisonous waste from various manufacturing institutions and in 
addition water is frequently rendered unfit for human consumption as 
well. This is a subject that deserves serious consideration. 



From year to year it becomes more evident to prosecuting attorneys 
and sheriffs and their deputies that it is just as much their duty to 
prosecute for violations of and enforce the fish and game laws as any 
other laws of the State. 
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There was a time when many prosecuting attorneys took the ground 
that prosecution for offences under the game and fish laws did not fall 
within the line of their duty, b,ut I am pleased to state that I do not 
believe there is today a single prosecuting attorney in the State of 
Michigan who would assume such a position. To a considerable* degree 
the success that has attended the work of this department, and it has 
been great and particularly so when compared with the outlay, has been 
possible by virtue of the co-operation of sheriffs and prosecuting attor- 
neys. 

One of the greatest embarrassment® that this department has to con- 
tend with at the present time, and one w<hich should meet with early cor- 
rection, is the disposition in many parts of the State on the part of the 
judiciary to impose low fines for violations of. the fish and game laws. In 
some instances, and too frequently by far, sentence is Siupended ; in other 
instances equally to be criticised, the fine imposed is a smaller amount 
than prescribed by the law, and not infrequently even is illegal. If judges 
and justices will stop and think of what the reactionary effect of the* im- 
positions is, I feel sure that their high sense of duty will impel them to 
adhere more closely to the law and what should honestly be expected of 
them. On^account of the failure of the judiciary to perform its real duty 
in this connection, the average of fines for violations in Michigan is much 
lower than it should be aud is, I dislike to confess, lower than in some 
other states. 



The services in almost all instances of county and deputy wardens 
liave been conspicuously capable and resultful and especially so when 
considered in the light of compensation received. The remuneration of 
all persons connected with the work of enforcing the game and fish 
laws of Michigan is disgracefully small and uncertain and very illy 
indeed comports with the dignity and wealth of the great State of Mich- 
igan. 

The contention of this department is that it gives much more service 
for the sum of money expended than any similar department in any 
other state. 

As stated elsewhere, the work of enforcing the game and fish laws 
is not only self-sustaining, but a source of profit to the State when 
measured by dollars and cents as well as by the great benefits derived 
from protecting the valuable wild life. 

If certain deputies have done more work or better work than others, 
it is largely owing to the fact that they have been given opportunity 
for so doing. 

In many counties the task of the warden is a thankless one. He not 
only is paid, next to nothing, but is made the object of many forms of 
ill will. However, it is some satisfaction to note that this condition is 
slowly correcting itself. 



Tinder the law that exists at present, boards of supervisors may pro- 
vide compensation for county game and fish w^ardens, but ate not re- 
quired to. 
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I. desire to reiterate that if the county game warden system i« to be 
continued, and in my opinion it is a good system when properly organ- 
ized and equipped, some compulsory provision for providing compensa- 
tion for these wardens should be made. 



From what I can learn in various sections of this State, there seems 
to be no abatement of the interest in and growth of sportsmen's asso- 
ciations. The sentiment for true sportsmanship, which is elevating in 
every way, is likewise growing. The importance of organization and 
united work upon the part of sportsmen should not be under esti- 
mated. It may be very truthfully said that all of the laws existing 
in Michigan for the protection and preservation of fish and game 
have come, directly or indirectly, as a result of agitations of sports- 
men and the application of their influence. 

It should be the earnest hope of every sportsman that associations of 
persons congenial and having common interests should not be moribumd, 
and it should be their endeavor to extend their growth. 

This department is always pleased to receive suggestions from asso- 
ciations of sportsmen and desires to acknowledge much help that it has 
received from them. Their co-operation is always sought and their ideas 
and suggestions will have and should have profound consideration. If 
every county in the State could have a good live club of this character, 
all united by the present very excellent State association, the State 
and those interested in flsh and game would receive equal profit. 



Very many states in the Union, and the United States as well, have 
been giving attention that is growing more careful all of the time to 
the matter of forestry and forest and game reservations. The best 
known reservation in the United States i«, of course, that of Yellow- 
stone Park. The state of New York has reservations in many parts and 
particularly in the Adirondacks and Catskills. The state of Wisconsin 
has reservations and other states have also. The various provinces of 
Canada are not asleep in this direction and the older countries of Europe 
are devoting much time, attention and money to rehabilitating their 
forests. 

It would certainly seem that Michigan is very recreant in this direc- 
tion, but it is not too late for the State to mend its ways and make 
an investment of this character for the future. The State has many 
lands of its own remaining. In some instances these lands have fallen 
back upon the State on account of unpaid taxes. There is little or none 
of the land ow^ned by the State that cannot be made to support a forest 
growth of some character, and the time is rapidly coming when a forest 
growth of any character will be valuable. All of the forests of Michigan 
will not disappear in the immediate future and all the cover for the wild 
animal life is conseouently not in imm^iatf* danger: but if we are goin<r 
to do Otir duty and bequeath to posterity that w^hich is its due, we will 
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see that the forest^ ap<J forest life are preserved^ . la jnj opiniou flepe 
should be taken at once by Michigan to permanently preserve certsUn 
landa now in its possession. 

RESULT OF RECOMMENDATIONS. 

Almost all of the recommendations made by the Warden in the fifth 
biennnial report of this department were crystallized into laws and a 
test of two years has proven them all to have been wise and beneficial. 

Fewer recommendations have been made in this report because the 
game laws at least approach quite a satisfactory degree of perfection, 
and there is not only danger from over-legislation, but in tampering with 
the laws there is oftentimes more danger of opening the doorway wider 
than of closing it. However this idea should not prevent the enactment 
of suitable provisions that are now wanting. 

RECAPITULATION. 



Number of reported vlolationB investigated. 

Number of arrests - 

•Convirtions 

Acquittals — 

DlsHgreements 

Disrontiniiances. 

Oases KtUl penrnni^. 



Arrests tor violation of flf*h laws. .. 
Arrests for violation of game laws. 



1895-6. 



1,738 
1.107 
814 
122 
9 

. 63 



665 
842 



lf97-8. 



'95n»'97-'98. 



1,790 
1,096 
876 
67 
6 
102 
ftft 
778 
818 



3JiSB 
S,103 
1,690 
179 
15 
164 
56 
U443 
660 





1895. 


1896. 


1897. 


1S9& 


Amount paid into state treasury from issuance 


14,477 

22 


12,904 
20 


11,867 
44 

|1,C69 00 
2,966 75 


11,585 
4S 

$1,188 00 
2.896 25 


Paid Into State treasury from issuance of rest- 


















$4,055 76 
2,966 75 


$4,084 26 

S<806 25 


In addition to this there was paid into the 
county treasuries of the state, revenues from 













1897. 



Receipts— 
Revenue from issuance of deer licenses.. 
Fln«g and costs. 



$4,065 7» 
6,208 82 



Expenditures— 

Halary of S' ate Warden 

Travel log and office expense State Warden. 
Salary and expenses of state deputies 



$10,264 07 

1,200 00 
2,628 W 
2,621 70 



$6,444 08 



|4.(e4 25 
6,206 86 



$10;N0 11 
IJBO 00 



$8,751 60 



Total expenditures, 1897-8. 
Total receipts, 1807-^ 



Swalt Ste. Marie, Mich., January 15, 1899. 



CHASE S. OSBORN, 

ttoUe Ghime and Fish Warden, 
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"Again, recollection of what our ancestors thought of birds and beasts, 
of how at one time they prized and idealized them, may induce in us, 
their descendants, some sihame at the extermination to which we are 
consigning these lovable but helpless creatures, for temporary gains or 
sheer brutal love of slaughter. The sordid men who swept from North 
America the buffalo, the gentlemen w4io brag of moose and elephants 
slain, the ladies who demand birds for their hats and will not be denied, 
the boys who torture poor feathered singers and destroy their nests, are 
more ruthless than the primeval barbarians. The latter stayed their 
hands at times through religious scruples, even though their stomachs 
might be empty. The marvellous tale of the share birds have had in the 
making of myth, religion, poetry and legend may do somewhat to soften 
these flinty hearts and induce men to establish and carry out laws to 
protect especially the birds. Unless this is done, and done speedily, the 
whole earth will soon- become a desert without melody, given over to the 
insect world, like some lands about the Mediterranean, where no wild 
animal can exist and no gracious bird dares to raise its cheering song." — 
deKay, 
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LETTER OF TRANSMITTAL. 



Portland, Mich., 

January 21, 1901. 



To the Secretary of State, Lansing, Michigan: 

Pursuant to the provisions of the* act creating the office 
of State Game and Fish Warden, you are required to trans- 
mit to the Legislature so much of the monthly reports of the 
State Game and Fish Warden as may be of public interest, 
and, in accordance with the practice of my predecessors, I 
have arranged a summary of the work for the two years last 
past, which I take pleasure in forwarding to you herewith. 



Very respectfully yours, 

GRANT M. MORSE, 
State Game and Fish Warden. 




SEVENTH BIENNIAL REPORT 

OF THE 



STATE GAxME AND FISH WARDEN 



My appointment to the oflftce of State Game and Fish War- 
den was made on the 16th day of March, 1899, but by mutual 
agreement I did not assume its duties until April 1, 1899, 
when a transfer was made from my predecessor, the Hon. 
Chase S. Osborn, and I established my office at Portland, 
Michigan. 

The work incident to the transfer, inauguration and re- 
organization of the department has employed my undivided 
attention and best efforts from that date. 
. I desire at this time to return thanks to my predecessor, 
the Hon. Chase S. Osborn, for his friendly assistance and 
timely aid, so unselfishly rendered during the transition 
period. In addition to this, I have had valuable aid in the 
re-organization from distinguished sportsmen, rod and gun 
clubs, protective associations, and as well a majority of our 
best citizens, and I am pleased to report at this time that the 
department is being aided more and more each month in 
moulding a sentiment thoroughly in accord with its interests, 
so far-reaching as to include nearly every township and neigh- 
borhood in our State, cementing the elements of strength 
necessary to the enforcement of any law or regulation and 
bespeaking for the future renewed and united effort for the 
better observance and enforcement of the laws for the pro- 
tection of the wild life of our State. 

My conception of this important department has led me to 
endeavor to perfect an organization by calling to my aid as 
deputies, tried and discreet officers, men of standing in their 
respective communities, and as well those zealous in the work 
of protection and perpetuation. In fact I have had no friends 
to serve nor enemies to punish, and favored classes are un- 
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known quantities to me; but, on the contrary, I have en- 
deavored to follow the broad lines and do my whole duty in 
conserving the best interests of all the people of the State of 
Michigan. 

Our State is fortunate indeed in having many wholesome 
laws for the protection of its game and fish; in fact, we have 
always taken advanced grounds along these lines, and while 
to be effective, drastic measures, in fact so much so as to 
render them obnoxious at first thought, must be enacted, and 
to secure convictions under a code of this character, we must 
of necessity have the sentiment of the best element of our 
community with us. The best proof, however, that we have 
this sentiment and that it is growing steadily from year to 
year, is shown by the fact that of the large number of cases 
handled during the past two years, to wit: 1,757, only 49 
acquittals have resulted. The greatest drawback to the suc- 
cessful prosecution of this work I find in the limited means 
allowed by the State for the payment of deputies, only two 
thousand dollars being appropriated for this purpose; added 
to this is the amount received from the sale of deer licenses, 
which has never amounted to more than $5,900 in any one 
year, w^hich amount was received for the year 1900 — and this 
with which to pay the per diem and expenses of ten State 
deputies. That Michigan's game and fish interests are second 
to no state in the Union is generally conceded, and that its pro- 
tective department of these important interests is poorest paid, 
must be admitted. Different systems prevail in the several 
states, but I think with a reasonable appropriation to carry 
out the work, our system is more easily managed and would 
be decidedly more effective than any other I have had the 
pleasure of examining. 

Another interest so closely allied to that of fish and game 
is that of forestry, which I am pleased to note is having care- 
ful attention at the hands of the able commission appointed 
two years ago. With our pine barrens reforested, the cover 
along our streams and about our lakes repleted and a reason- 
able allowance for their protection from fires, coupled with 
our natural resources and diversity of flora and fauna, and 
the department of protection, properly financed, bespeaks 
for Michigan a home and perpetual abiding place for our wild 
life and an unexcelled resort for our own citizens and those 
from sister states for centuries to come. To this end I com- 
mend to the Legislature a careful consideration of this im- 
portant subject. 



. Digitized byGOQglC 



STATE GAME AND FISH WARDEN. 



7 



CONDITIONS OF FISH LIFE, COMMERCIAL WATERS. 

Among the diversified industries of our State its commer- 
cial fisheries are among the most important. Nearly sur- 
rounded as it is by the great fresh water lakes, having a 
coast of more than 2,000 miles, including the bays and har- 
bors, the natural home of the whitefish and lake trout, two 
of the most important fresh water food fishes in the world, this 
industry calls for more than passing notice. It is only within 
the last few years that the Legislature has seen fit to attempt 
to protect and perpetuate this valuable industry. In 1889 they 
made a beginning in that they limited the size of the mesh 
of the nets to be used by commercial fishermen. In 1895 fur- 
ther progress was made in the passage of a limitation by 
weight that the rough fish, so called, could be held and mar- 
keted, and as well prohibiting the taking of black bass of 
any size in nets. The next important step was in the agitation 
of the necessity for a closed season on whitefish and lake 
trout. This agitation culminated in the passage of a law in 
1897 making a closed season for these fishes from the 30th 
day of October to the 15th day of December in each year. 
Incorporated in the same act was an amendment to the mesh 
law passed in 1889, and as well a limitation by weight of stur- 
geon and whitefish, making it unlawful to market or have in 
possession any sturgeon weighing^ less than fifteen pounds, 
or any whitefish weighing less than two pounds each in the 
round. This law provided, however, that it should not be un- 
lawful to market or have in possession any such fish caught 
in gill nets of lawful size. The mesh act of this year provided 
that no gill net should be used for the taking of whitefish 
and lake trout, the mesh of which was less than four and 
one-half inches, nor no pound net the mesh of the pot, crib 
or pocket of which measured less than four inches. 

There was a provision, however, whereby gill nets of two 
and three-quarter inch mesh, and pound nets of two 
and one-half inch mesh in the pot, crib or pocket, might be 
used for the taking of rough fish, that is any fish except white- 
fish, lake trout and black bass. In 1899 the question of a 
closed season was again before the Legislature, and after a 
long drawn out contention over this important question and 
the mesh law as well, a compromise measure resulted, retain- 
ing the close season feature, but lessening the size of mesh 
that might be used, making gill nets four and one-quarter 
inches and pound nets three- and one-half inches, but contain- 
ing the same proviso for a smaller mesh gill net and pound 
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net for the taking of rough fish, in fact leaving them at two 
and three-quarters and two and one-half inches respectively 
as provided in the law of 1897. But in addition to these 
changes, a limitation was fixed on all of the important food 
fishes, providing that it should not be lawful to market or have 
in possession any sturgeon weighing less than fifteen pounds,, 
any whitefish weighing less than two pounds, any lake trout 
weighing less than one and one-half pounds, any wall-eyed 
pike, pickerel or cat-fish weighing less than one pound, or 
any perch weighing less than four ounces, each in the round; 
it being agreed that the limitation above fixed upon was the 
miijimum weight at which each of these species would re- 
produce themselves. And permit me to say at this time that 
in my judgment this latter act, viz.: the one limiting the size 
of fishes to be held and sold, aside from the provision for a 
closed season, is one of the most wholesome laws for the pro- 
tection and perpetuation of our * commercial fisheries ever 
enacted by a Legislature of this State. The importance of 
this legislation will be best understood when we realize how 
necessary it is, if we would perpetuate any species, that we 
preserve and protect the youth to maturity, or to such an age, 
at least as shall guarantee its having naturally reproduced 
itself, and they who persist in continually taking and destroy- 
ing the immature fish of any species, will soon come to realize 
the truthfulness of Aesop's fable which seems to be so thor- 
oughly in line with this improvident practice, that I feel justi- 
fied in quoting it as an illustration of the importance and 
practicability of this provision: 

"A certain man had a goose which layed him a golden egg^ 
every day, but not content with this, which rather increased 
than abated his avarice, he was resolved to kill the goose and 
cut up her belly that so he might come at the inexhaustible 
treasure which he fancied she had within her. He did so; and 
to his great sorrow and disappointment, found nothing." 

^They who are of such craving and impatient tempers 
that they cannot live contented when fortune has blessed them 
with a constant and continuous sufficiency, deserve to be de- 
prived of what they have. And this has been the case of 
many ambitious and covetous men, who, by making an essay 
to grow very rich at once, have missed what they aimed at* 
and lost what they had before." 

Thus in taking the young and immature fish before it shall 
have reproduced its species, they are "killing the goose that 
lays the golden egg" and in the effort to grow rich at once 
the}" miss what they aimed at and lose what they had before^ 
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Another new feature developed in the legislation of this 
year for the artificial propagation of our commercial fishes. 
This work had formerly been carried on by the Michigan State 
Fish Commission, but the work was expensive and not alto- 
gether satisfactory, as they felt that their time should be 
employed in the propagation of inland fishes, and to tliis end 
XI proposition made by the United States Fish Commission 
to take charge of the propagation of the food fishes of the 
Oreat Lakes was accepted by the Legislature and enacted into 
laTv, privileging the United State Fish Commission to fish 
with nets in any of the waters of this State during any season 
of the year for the purpose of gathering spawn from such fish 
caught and requiring them to plant at least seventy-five per 
cent of the fry resulting from spawn so taken in the waters 
of this State, and providing further, that such fishing should 
be done under the supervision and control of the State Game 
and Fish Warden. 

As will be observed, the Legislature of 1899 added another 
heavy burden to the work of this department, necessitating 
not only thorough inspection of the nets in use, but as well 
a close patrol to enforce the statute prohibiting the catching 
and selling of immature fish. Conceiving the importance of 
this branch of my work, I proceeded to enforce a vigorous 
policy, to not only eliminate miles of small mesh nets, both 
pound and gill, that were in use in our waters, but to stop the 
improvident feature, and as I believe an all important one for ^ 
the perpetuation of the industry, viz. : the taking and traflSck- ' 
ing in immature fish. The extent to which this work was prose- 
cuted can be best shown by the results obtained. In the year 
1899, or really the last seven months of that year, the act 
above spoken of not taking effect until May 26, |5,115.35 
worth of illegal nets were seized and destroyed and more than 
eleven tons of immature fish were seized and awarded to 
charitable State and local institutions, as ordered by the 
courts. As an illustration of the nets that were in actual use 
for the taking of whitefish and lake trout in the upper waters 
of Lakes Michigan and Huron, I call your attention to oppo- 
site page, which is an exact photographic reproduction of a 
section of the pot of a pound net taken from these waters. 

I am asked many times if the commercial fishermen are 
not very angry with me for adopting and carrying out so 
vigorous a policy against the use of their small nets and in 
destroying same. My answer is invariably "No;" but, on the 
contrary, while at first thought, when they see their nets piled 
upon the beach ready for the fagot, they necessarily feel 
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somewhat aggrieved, but when the evidence of their improvi- 
dence had faded from view, they invariably have said — "It 
is the kindest act you have ever done for me. Had this work 
been commenced ten years ago, our industry would not have 
been in the depleted condition that it is today, and from this 
time on I shall stand for the use of a large mesh net." By the 
use of these small mesh nets millions of immature whitefish 
and trout were taken from the waters and killed, and being 
too small for any use, were taken to the dump to rot. In prac 
tically stopping the holding and marketing of immature fish I 
have had the hearty co-operation of a majority of the best com- 
mercial fishermen of our State. My observation of the 
methods employed on the different grounds for the taking of 
commercial fish, leads me to conclude that our laws are still 
lacking in rigidity. I am thoroughly convinced that the 
small mesh pound net and gill net should have no place in the 
commercial waters of our State where whitefish and lake trout 
abound, and I am frank to say that there is not to exceed 
six commercial fishermen in Michigan with whom I have 
conversed on this subject within the last two years but that 
agree with me in my conclusions. Of course, as long as 
one is permitted to use these small mesh nets, the others 
feel that they should be granted the same privilege, which 
is indeed true; but if their use is prohibited, none better 
know the benefits to accrue or will quicker acknowledge 
the fact than the commercial fishermen themselves. The 
fishing for the past year in the upper lakes has been bet- 
ter than for several years past, and, I believe, is the 
direct result of the wholesome legislation above quoted. Much 
has been said concerning the close fishing season both pro and 
con, but I am thoroughly convinced, from personal observa- 
tion and research, that the close fishing season already estab- 
lished for whitefish and trout should be carefully guarded by 
the Legislature as their only safeguard for the perpetuation 
of these invaluable food fishes; and in addition, I submit for 
your consideration the timely necessity for a close season on 
wall-eyed pike or pike perch, which I consider second only in 
importance as food fish to the whitefish. It is the habit 
of this species as soon as the ice is out of the rivers and bays 
emptying into and adjacent to the Great Lakes, to ascend 
from the deep waters of the lake to the shoal waters of the 
bays, and the streims emptying therein, to deposit their spawn 
for the reproduction of their species. During this period, if 
they are unprotected, the fishermen may take them in un- 
limited numbers and before they have paid nature's debt in 
the reproduction of their kind; and I would therefore recom- 
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mend that a uniform close season, yiz. : from March first to May 
first, be provided for their protection and perpetuation. Aside 
from these three species, I believe the remainder of our food 
fishes, which are commonly termed the rough fish, such as 
suckers, herring, perch, and pike, by eliminating the small 
mesh nets now in use for their taking, would be able to sus- 
tain themselves, and for their protection I would recommend 
that no gill net or pound net be used in the waters of this 
8tate for the taking of rough fish of less than three and one- 
half inch mesh, extension measure, when in the waters and 
fishing. And further, that no gill or pound net be used in 
the waters of this State for the taking of whitefish and lake 
trout of less mesh than four and one-half inches extension 
measure when in the water and fishing. With these changes, 
in my judgment, our commercial waters will be repleted and 
our commercial fishing industry increased in importance to 
the ultimate benefit of all the people of the State of Michigan. 



Perhaps no state in the Union is better situated geograph- 
ically and topographically as a natural habitat for the senti- 
mental fishes common to this latitude. Its beautiful lakes, 
plentiful in nearly every county, fed by rippling brooks and 
rapid streams, which find their source in clear, cold springs, 
furnish abundant breeding and feeding ground for all of the 
more valuable species of sentimental fishes. Perhaps the most 
important with sportsmen are the brook trout and grayling, 
which were indigenous in a few of our northern streams. 
The grayling, however, have ^jearly disappeared, and there is 
a diversity of opinion as to the cause. I think, however, that 
one of the prime reasons is our inability, so far, to success- 
fully propagate them artificially a^d thus stay their deple- 
tion. The brook trout, on the contrary, by the "aid of protec- 
tion and artificial propagation, has become very plentiful in 
nearly all of the streams of the Upper Peninsula and the 
upper portion of the Lower Peninsula. By throwing around 
these gamey beauties additional protective safeguards, there 
is no question but that they will continue to increase and 
furnish unlimited sport for the angler. The stopping of net- 
ting in our inland waters has gone a long way toward re- 
pleting the supply of sentimental and semi-sentimental fishes 
indigenous to our lakes and streams. Among the most im- 
portant of these is the bass family, and, by a careful protec- 
tion against spearing and netting in waters where this gamey 
fellow had almost become extinct, the angler again hears the 
merry hum of the reel, which reminds him of days by-gone. 



INLAND AND SENTIMENTAL FISHES. 




12 



MICHIGAN 



The semi-sentimental fishes, in which are included the sun 
fish and perch family, I think are holding their own fairly 
well, but if we would replete our waters and perpetuate these 
valuable finny beauties, more stringent protective measures 
must be enacted. 

I think the greatest menace now existing to the perx)etu- 
ation of our inland fish is the permitting of spearing in any 
form or at any season of the year. This method of taking fish 
is a relic of aboriginal times, when the Indian was obliged 
to resort to it to procure the necessary food for himself and 
family. However, the Indian never abused the privilege; no 
more was ever taken by them at a time than was necessary for 
their consumption; while, on the contrary, many of our so- 
called sportsmen, proceeding down our streams with jacklight 
and spear, killing everything that comes in range of their 
fiendish weapon, invariably kill many more than they need; 
in fact, many more than they secure, and of what they do 
secure many are left to rot upon the shore, after completing 
their trip of carnage. This is only another method of com- 
mercial fishing, and, like the net, should be prohibited in our 
inland waters. Our population is growing too rapidly to 
permit the thought of continuing commercial methods in the 
taking of our inland fishes. I would therefore respectfully 
recommend that spearing, netting, and all other methods of 
taking fish in our inland waters be prohibited, except the 
hook and line. And I would further recommend a limitation 
of the size that may be taken of the more important 
of our inland fishes. I would recommend that no 
grayling, brook trout, California trout, or land-locked 
salmon be taken and retained of a less length than 
seven inches, and that no black bass, large or small mouthed, 
be taken and retained of a less length than eight inches. In 
addition to the limitation in size, I would suggest that the 
open season for the taking of brook trout, grayling and Cali- 
fornia trout and land-locked salmon be reduced to three and 
one-half months, viz.: from the first day of May to the fifteenth 
day of August, in each year; the reason for this being that 
during the last half of August these fishes, agreeable to their 
natural habit, begin their pilgrimage up the streams to their 
spawning grounds for the purpose of reproduction; further, 
at this season, they lose much of their vim and gamey quali- 
ties, so much prized by the angler, and as well, their whole- 
someness as a food fish. I would further recommend that a 
closed season be prescribed, wherein no black bass could 
be taken in any manner whatever, from the first day of 
May to the twentieth day of June thereafter, in each 
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year. The black bass are bed-guarders during the repro- 
duction period. In common with most fish life, about 
the first of April they leave the deep waters of the lakes and 
streams for the warmer and more shallow waters on gravelly 
shoals, where they mate and prepare a bed or nest, wherein 
the female deposits her eggs, and during the period of in- 
cubation both the male and female may be found hovering 
over this bed, protecting the eggs from their natural enemies; 
and here they remain until the eggs are hatched into fry and 
the fry is old enough to care for itself in the battle for life. 
As will readily be observed, bedding as they do in shoal 
water, they can be easily taken by spear or hook and line, and 
this at a time when their life is most important for the repro- 
duction and perpetuation of their .species. 

With these additional safeguards and the aid of artificial 
propagation, I bespeak a reasonably rapid repletion of our 
waters, with both the sentimental and semi-sentimental fishes. 

One other feature of protection comes to my mind in con- 
nection with our inland fisheries, viz.: that of protection by 
indirection, which is recommended to some extent by persons 
who have given the matter some attention. But I believe this 
system has not been investigated sufficiently to permit of its 
introduction, for, while at first thought there are several 
species of fish in our inland waters that would seem to do 
more harm than good, my faith in the strict economy of 
nature, in making provision and caring for her seemingly 
worthless species of wild life, prompts me to approach with 
great care this untried method of protection. 



Our game birds, barring the shore birds and wild water- 
fowl, show a marked increase as the result of judicious laws 
and practical protection. Partridge, in the lower counties, 
have more than held their own for the past two years, while 
in the northern counties they have increased very materially. 
Quail also have made a remarkable increase in the lower 
counties and extended their habitat to the most northern 
county of the lower peninsula. At Mackinaw City during last 
season, three large coveys were observed that grew to full ma- 
turity; while at Petoskey and Charlevoix, a few miles this side, 
on the Lake Michigan shore, they have become quite plentiful. 
This noble bird may truly be called the farmer's friend, as its 
progress must always be preceded by the husbandman. It is 
not a lover of forest cover, but, on the contrary, takes up its 
abode in the cleared fields and hedge-rows, where it feeds 
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almost entirely upon the cultivated weed seeds and insect life, 
so injurious to the farmer. It is a pleasure, indeed, to re- 
port that this most valuable game, as well as insectiverons 
bird, is gradually but surely increasing in numbers in our 
State. Our shore birds and wild water-fowl, I am sorry to 
say, through improvident legislation and wantonness, are 
being rapidly depleted. In my judgment, if we would re- 
plenish and retain our valuable species of shore birds and 
wild water-fowl, prompt action must be taken by the legisla- 
ture in framing wholesome laws for their proper protection. 
I believe that no better method can be evolved as a sure pro- 
tective and repletive measure than the adoption of a uniform 
open season, wherein our game birds, so called, including 
shore birds and wild water-fowl, may be taken, and further, 
surrounding it with that inevitable safeguard, a prohibition 
of sale. Nothing ha^ done more, in my judgment, to deplete 
our stock of wild water-fowl than spring shooting. To dis- 
turb, annoy and slaughter these birds, while on their way to 
their breeding grounds, ignoring the unerring law of nature, 
which provides that, the species shall be permitted to repro- 
duce themselves, wantonly slaughtering them for none other 
than purely mercenary or selfish motives, and this at a time 
when their flesh is wholly unfit and unwholsome as food, is 
surely and quickly doing its work; and I would therefore 
recommend, as a step in the right direction, and one which 
I believe will be follow^ed by other states in rapid succession, 
the adoption by the legislature now in session of a uniform 
close season for all game birds, including shore birds and wild 
water-fowl, from the first day of December to the thirtieth 
day of September next following thereafter. 



Of our song and insectiverons bird life I am pleased to 
report that there is a marked improvement, not only in num- 
bers of the more prominent species, but a return and increase 
in numbers in several species that had become nearly extinct. 

I desire at this time to thank the friends of our sweet 
songsters for their invaluable aid and assistance to me in 
protecting our song and insectiverons bird life. Almost every 
class, including farmers, teachers in our public schools, and 
ministers from their platforms, have raised their voices and • 
aided in response to my appeals, in moulding sentiment with ! 
the children and adults as well, for the better protection and 
preservation of our feathered beauties. As a result of this in- 
creased effoil: and growing sentiment, augmented by the pub- 
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lie press, the last season saw in many of our counties goodly 
numbers of blue birds, which only a few years ago had almost 
ceased to return to their natural summer home. This is true 
of several other species, and is a splendid example of practical 
protection. 

ANIMAL LIFE— GAME AND FUR-BEARING ANIMALS. 

Of our game animals I think none have held their own 
except the deer. Squirrels, which only a few years ago were 
plentiful in our forests, have almost entirely disappeared, and 
rabbits as well are perceptibly decreasing from year to year, 
not only the Cottontail of our southern counties, but the 
larger variety or varying hare of the northern counties as 
well. The Black Bear is also surely disappearing, and I 
sincerely hope that some protective measures will be adopted 
for the protection of this splendid fur-bearing animal. Of the 
fur-bearing animals, the beaver under our prohibitive law, is 
increasing rapidly; but otter, fisher and marten are becoming 
decidedly scarce within our borders. Mink, raccoon, muskrat 
and skunk are increasing, and their peltry is made more 
valuable by the protective measure passed two years ago. I 
would recommend, however, that the closed season on these 
latter animals be extended to include from May first to No- 
vember first, in each year. 

DEER. 

The unprecedented slaughter of deer during November last 
is proof positive that they have been well protected, and 
had rapidly increased during the past few years. While much 
of this is attributable to a faithful observance of the laws for 
their protection, mother nature aided us very materially in 
the seasons of 1898 and 1899, in that very little snow fell dur- 
ing the hunting season; but the season of 1900 opened with 
sufficient snow "for tracking'' in every county where deer may 
be found and killed. From reliable data at hand, I estimate 
that more than twelve thousand deer were killed within the 
State during the season. It is generally conceded that we can- 
not afford to take chances of another season of this character, 
if we would retain this noble animal, and to that end I would 
recommend prompt and practical legislation. Believing that 
to eliminate the money making feature is the best protective 
bar, I would respectfully recommend the absolute prohibition 
of the sale of venison; and I would further recommend that 
the number to be killed by each individual be reduced to two, 
one of which must be antlered. I believe this legislation 
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absolutely necessary to the protection and perpetuation of 
these game animals. 



Several fine specimens of moose, both male and female, have 
been observed in Chippewa, Mackinac and Luce counties, 
where they have taken up their abode within the past two 
years, coming from their haunts on the Canadian shore, pre- 
sumably from being disturbed by the heavy lumber and cedar 
operations taking place in that locality. Barring one viola- 
tion, they have gone unharmed. In July, 1899, a yearling cow 
moose was killed in Brevoort lake, in Mackinac county, by a 
party recreating in that vicinity. I am proud to say, how- 
ever, that they were non-residents of our State, and further, 
that they were apprehended and thoroughly punished for their 
recreancy. The fact that the moose has returned to our forest, 
where it seems to be contented and flourishing, should be 
hailed with delight by our citizens, and every effort put forth 
to protect and perpetuate them. I have report also that 
caribou have been seen within our borders during the past 
season. It is hopeful that we may yet see the return, in 
increased numbers, of this prince of game animals. 



I desire to call particular attention to this class of animals;, 
which prey upon and devastate our more valuable game 
animals and game birds. Wolves are yet quite plentiful in 
some of our northern counties, and at certain seasons of the 
year are very destructive to deer, and I would respectfully 
recommend a bounty of $25 on wolves. Foxes are also very 
destructive to our bird life, and they are increasing rapidly 
in many of the counties. Their pelts, however, are quite 
valuable, and I would suggest a small bounty of at least $2 
each, which would attract the attention of trapi>ers, and tend 
to deplete them. 



There is no agency so well calculated to protect wild life 
as to prohibit its sale. This robs the market hunter of his 
vocation and removes the incentive to slaughter in the open 
season and kill illegally during the closed season. I am 
pleased to note the change of sentiment in this particular 
direction during the last few years. It was formerly argued 
that the prohibition of the sale of game was in the interest of 
the sportsmen, and ignored the rights of the farmer and those 
who did not hunt, and deprived them of the enjoyment of game. 
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or game birds, unless they were able to go into the field or 
forest and procure them; but experience has taught that this 
idea was fallacious, as the object was broad gauged and purely 
in the interest of protection and perpetuation, which is en- 
joyed by all alike, and today we find the farmers, and in fact 
all classes, except the selfishly inclined and improvident- 
minded, fully agreed that if we would save our wild life we 
must necessarily resort to this restrictive measure. The farm- 
ing community especially is giving great aid along the lines 
of protection, as they have come to realize that our bird life 
is an active and incessant aid to the husbandman, and as a 
matter of fact, the people are coming to fully realize that the 
game and fish laws of our State are enacted in the interest of 
all classes, and not for the benefit of any individual; and 
although a person may never use a gun or rod himself, viewed 
from the broad standpoint of good citizenship, he is as much 
interested in the enforcement of w^holesome laws for the pro- 
tection of our fast disappearing wild life as is the most ardent 
sportsman. I am thoroughly convinced that the time has 
come when the sale of all bird and animal life, excepting, per- 
haps, wild waterfowl and rabbits, should be prohibited as a 
ijT'otective measure; and, in addition, I believe that the killing 
OL wild waterfowl should be restricted, and the number taken 
by a gun in any one day limited to a reasonable number. The 
sooner we come to realize the necessity for this important 
action, the sooner will we approach the time when depletion 
will cease. 
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Deer hunting licenses issued in each county. 



County. 



Alcona . . 
Alger. . . . 
Allegan.. 
Alpenia . . 
Antrim . . 



Arenac . 
Baraga.. 
Barry . . . 

Bay 

Benzie.. 



Berrien 

Branch 

Calhoun 

Cass 

Charlevoix . 

Cheboygan. 
Chippewa... 

Clare 

Clinton 

Crawford — 



Delta 

Dickinson. 

Eaton 

Emmet — 
Genesee .. . 



Gladwin 

Gogebic 

Grand Traverse . 

Gratiot 

Hillsdale 



Houghton . 

Huron 

Ingham... % 

Ionia 

Iosco 



Iron 

Isabella 

Jackson — 
Kalamazoo . 



Kalkaska... 

Kent 

Keweenaw.. 

Lake 

Lapeer 



Leelanau . . . 

Lenawee 

Livingston. 

Luce 

Mackinac... 



Macomb. . . 
Manistee . . 
Marquette. 
Mason 



Resident. 



17 
440 
143 
176 
193 

44 

237 
82 

122 
64 



22« 

269 
475 

74 
122 

76 

413 

518 
134 
490 
136 

51 
137 
174 
156 

53 

450 
24 

106 
91 

146 

250 
85 



193 
173 
18 
89 
132 

7 

94 
93 
134 
243 

65 
109 
1,097 
94 



Non- 
resident. 



1900. 



Resident. 



64 



6 I 



27 
84 
32 
270 



113 
91 



569 
97 
606 
105 

31 
139 
154 
133 

59 

647 
14 
85 
92 

129 

348 
81 
81 



32 
78 
133 

6 
74 
65 
157 
290 

53 
98 
1,300 



474 ' 

109 I. 
183 

221 I. 

46 ;. 

286 . 

73 
109 

82 
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County. 



Mecosta 

Menomtnee . . 

Midland 

Missaukee — 
Monroe 

Montcalm — 
Montmorency 
Muskegon — 

Newaygo 

Oaklaiid 

Oceana 

Ogemaw 

, Ontonagon... . 

Osceola 

Oscoda 

Otsego 

Ottawa 

Presque Isle.. 
Ko8<^ommon.. 
Saginaw 

Sanilac 

Schoolcraft. . . 
Shiawassee. 

St. Clair 

St. Joseph — 

Tuscola 

Van Buren . . . 
Washtenaw .. 

Wayne 

Wexford 



Resident. 



57 
332 
119 
96 
48 

95 
9a 
34 
80 
180 

50 
180 
176 
Zt9 



155 
28 
96 
56 

176 

51 
394 
169 
64 
64 

184 
li>0 
55 
138 
138 



Non- 
resident. 



1900. 



Resident. 



45 
317 
68 
90 
43 

108 
94 
38 
44 

144 

27 
183 
194 
18.5 

24 

187 
34 

129 
42 

152 

46 
370 
111 

73 
62 

158 
96 
41 
147 
184 



Non- 
resident. 



DE1»ARTMENTAL WORK AND EXPENSES. 

The reported investigations for violations of the game and 
fish laws for the years 1899 and 1900 have been nearly double 
that of any previous biennial period in the history of the de- 
partment — 3,399 complaints were investigated, resulting in 
1,757 prosecutions. Hundreds of additional cases are in- 
vestigated each year which are not made a matter of record. 
The total expenses of the department for the two years 
amounts to $31,947.49. This sum includes all the expenses to 
the State for salaries and traveling expenses of the warden 
and his deputies, details of office expenses, enforcement of the 
commercial fishing laws, and the putting in of fish shutes and 
examination and analysis of polluted waters. To off-set this 
expense, $12,347.50 was received from sale of deer hunting 
licenses, $14,149.20 in fines and costs were imposed, and $4,- 
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102.59 worth of contraband fish and ganie were condemned 
and awarded to the several public institutions of the State, 
making a total of receipts of f30,599.29, an amount nearly 
equal the total expense of the department. 

There has been a marked increase in the office work of the 
department during the past two years. An immense volume 
of correspondence is handled with the citizens of our own 
State, and owing to the advanced ground that Michigan has 
always taken in protective work, an increased correspondence 
with sister commonwealths is necessarily maintained. This, 
together with the distribution of game laws and reports, has 
a marked effect in increasing the incidental expenses of the 
warden. When we take into consideration, however, the 
valuable asset to the State, which this department is required 
to protect and the immense volume of business it brings to our 
citizens, the large amount of travel and expenses necessary * 
to cover the territory, our commercial fishing industry alone 
requiring the patrol of over 2,000 miles of lake coast, and in 
addition to this, the patrol necessary to the enforcement of 
the laws for the protection of our inland fisheries and the 
game? in our forest and field, it will be readily seen that the 
amount expended in comparison to the value of the service 
rendered is a mere bagatelle. New York state, with its nearly 
exhausted forest and very limited commercial and inland fish- 
ing industry, pays more each year in salaries alone to its game 
and fish commission than it costs the State of Michigan to 
maintain its entire game and fish warden department. Each 
i(»gislature, since the establishment of the department, has 
largely increased its duties and usefulness by the enactment 
of new and wholesome laws. But very little has been done, 
however, to provide the necessary sinews for the additional 
work imi)osed. The legislature of 1899 increased the salary of 
the w^arden, and required that he devote his entire time to 
the duties of the office; it also provided a Chief Deputy at a 
fixed compensation, who is also required to devote his entire 
time to the duties of the office. This has aided very ma- 
terially in the work of the department; but the failure to 
make extra appropriation for the compensation of special 
deputies, so necessary to the adequate performance of the 
work, should be considered by the present legislature, and 
a sufficient sum appropriated to keep in the field continuously 
at least one special deputy in each congressional district. This 
department was created in 1887, and the Honorable William 
Alden Smith was appointed the first warden. It will, perhaps, 
be interesting to show the increase in the work from year 
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to year since that time. For the years 1887 and 1888, there 
were 325 convictions, 54 acquittals, 8 dismissals, and |4,172.38 
collected in fines and costs. For the years 1889 and 1890, 164 
convictions were secured, with 59 acquittals and 9 dismissals^ 
and $1,991.53 collected in fines and costs. In 1891 and 1892, 
213 convictions were secured, 34 acquittals and 17 dismissals, 
and $2,568.00 collected in fines and costs. In 1893 and 1894 
there were 316 convictions, 28 acquittals, 35 dismissals and 
$4,706.00 collected in fines and costs. In 1895 and 1896 there 
were 814 convictions, 122 acquittals and 62 dismissals, while 
$12,831.33 were collected in fines and costs. In 1897 and 1898 
876 convictions were made, 57 acquittals, 102 dismissals and 
$12,414.18 imposed in fines and costs. In 1899 and 1900 there 
were 1,125 convictions secured, 49 acquittals, 108 dismissals 
with a total of $14,149.20 imposed in fines and costs. 

While it will be seen that there has been a gradual increase^ 
not only in the number of cases handled; but in the amount 
of fines and costs collected, it must be borne in mind that the 
population of our State has very materially increased within 
the period of comparison, and furthermore^ the percentage 
of hunters and fishermen to the whole population of the State 
as compared with 1887, we must all admit, has very materially 
increased. This being a fact, I conclude that although the 
number of cases handled and convictions made have increased 
from year to year, the percentage of violations as compared 
with the whole population has decreased, and this decrease 
I attribute to the gradual change of sentiment for the better 
observance of these laws. 

To give something of an idea of the volume of work per- 
formed by this department as compared with other states^ 
I find that in the state of Illinois for the year ending July, 
1900, 203 cases were brought to trial, which resulted in 142 
convictions and the imposition of $1,464.00 in fines. When 
we compare this with the work of this department for the 
same period of time, we find 660 convictions were secured and 
?8,279.00 in fines were imposed. In fact from a perusal of 
the reports from several of the states, I find that this depart- 
ment handles fully double the cases of any like department 
in the United States. This volume of work is being done at a 
far less cost per case to the State than any other state where I 
have been able to make comparison. In further proof of my 
assertion that the sentiment for the better observance and 
enforcement of the game and fish laws is surely increasing, 
i call special attention to the number of acquittals in the 
last two years, it being the smallest number of acquittals in 

4 
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any two years in the history of the department. I append 
herewith a summarized statement of the work by months for 
the years 1899 and 1900. 



Statement of Department Work by Months. 
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ARTIFICIAL PROPAGATION— INLAND WATERS. 

Perhaps no state in the Union has achieved the success in 
the artificial propagation and planting of the game fishes 
that Michigan has. During the last twelve years nearly 
every available stream north of the second correction 
line has been successfully planted to brook trout, 
California trout or grayling. Our State Board of Fish 
Commissioners are to be especially commended for 
tiieir untiring efforts and splendid success in this direc- 
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tion; but their greatest success is in demonstrating their 
ability to practically propagate artificially "the gamiest 
Roman of them air' — the small-mouth bass, and during the 
last three years large quantities of this species have been 
sucessfully propagated and planted in the inland lakes and 
streams of the State. While this work has been attempted 
by nearly every fish commission in the United States it has 
been without any degree of success except by our own State 
Commission, and I believe that this work should be substan- 
tially encouraged. 

I desire at this time to express my thanks to the State 
Board of Fish Commissioners for their splendid cooperation 
with this department, consulting invariably and unselfishly 
The interests of protection in connection with the extension of 
tiieir work. It is unnecessary to say, however, that the 
iirtificial propagation and planting in our streams of the sen- 
timental fishes, without the necessary means for adequate 
protection, is a useless expenditure of money, and I would 
especially call the attention of the legislature to the necessity 
for practically protecting without stinted hand, this valuable 
asset of the State. When you realize that over one million dol- ^ 
lars is brought into our State annually by tourists from other 
states induced to come here for their outing by the splendid 
llshing afforded in our streams and lakes, I know you will give 
the question the careful consideration which it deserves. No 
other state in the Union affords the happy combination of 
delightful climate, beautiful resorts, in close proximity to 
the best trout streams in the world; and in addition, a diver- 
sity of play ground and scenic effect, so much enjoyed during 
the summer months by the sojourner from the south land, and 
I believe it is our highest duty to preserve and perpetuate 
these conditions, not only to promote the enjoyment and rec- 
reation of our own people, but to increase the substantial 
revenue which it alreadj^ brings. 



The legislature of 1899 took from our State board the work 
of propagating and planting our commercial fishes and grant- 
ed the privilege to the United States fish commission, author- 
izing them to take the commercial fishes at any season of the 
year for the purpose of obtaining spawn for artificial propa- 
gation, the work, however, to be done under the supervision 
and control of the State Game and Fish W^arden. In 1899 an 
arrangement was perfected whereby the trout eggs needed, 
except such as might be gathered before the closed season. 
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should be taken at Manistique, Beaver Island and Charlevoix 
by fishermen emplo^^ed by the United States fish commission. 
Fifteen million trout eggs were desired for hatching by the- 
commission, a:nd while the fishing ceased on the 10th day of 
November, a large number of eggs were destroyed by reason 
of their being taken before they were ripe. I append a sum- 
mary of the catch at the different stations for this season, 
which was as follows: 

Two tugs fishing off Manistique, from November 1 to No- 
vember 10, caught 7,867 trout weighing 39,958 pounds; 

Three tugs fishing off Boulder and Skillagalee Reefs caught 
10,598 trout weighing 89,461 pounds; 

Five tugs fishing off Charlevoix caught 7,581 trout weigh- 
ing 64,419 pounds. 

Thus making the total catch for spawn during the first ten 
days of November, 26,046 trout weighing 193,838 pounds. The 
total number of eggs taken from these fish was 13,085,000, as. 
reported to me by the superintendent of the commission in 
charge. This shows the average number of eggs from each 
fish taken to be 502-plus. 

The season's work was decidedly unsatisfactory to me. I 
did not deem it necessary, neither was it consistent protec- 
tion to permit the taking of this enormous catch to procure the 
necessary amount of eggs, so for the season of 1900, a different 
arrangement was made. The superintendent of the commis- 
sion was requested to talve as many trout eggs as possible 
during the open season, as in certain localities they spawn 
earlier than in others; but only about one-third of the quota 
was taken before October 30, the close of the open season. 
An arrangement was then entered into for the taking of the 
spawn when they should be known to be in condition to yield 
the greatest amount of eggs. This was ascertained by the 
setting of test nets on different dates until the 20th of No- 
vember, when it was ascertained that fully fifty per cent of 
the females taken were sufficiently ripened to permit the 
taking of eggs readily. Tw^o tugs were then employed, lifting 
on the 22d, 24th, 26th, 27th and 28th of November respect- 
ively; the highest percentage of spawners or ripe fish were 
taken on the 26th, when from a portion of a gang of nets on 
Skillagalee Reef and a portion of a gang on the Ha^, lifted 
by Martin Bros., there were taken 236 spawners and 22 green 
female fish, making a fraction over 90 per cent of spawners 
of the female fish taken. On the 24th, 74 per cent of the catch 
were matured spawners. So we find that from the 24th to the 
26th this season the trout were in the height of their spawning. 
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While I am a believer in artificial propagation as an aid to 
nature in replenishing and perpetuating our fisheries, at the 
-same time I believe in being consistent and procuring the 
spawn in a practical manner, which can readily be done as 
w as demonstrated beyond a question of doubt this year. By 
careful testing the nets can be put in at the proper time, 
when a very small percentage of the eggs will be lost by the 
taking of green or unripe female fish. I append the total 
<*atch and result of this season^s work, which must be ad- 
mitted is practical and consistent protection, for camparison 
with the season of 1899, when no tests were made. Only two 
tugs were employed this year; the total number of fish caught 
was 9,297 weighing 69,271 pounds, from which 11,000,000 of 
<iggs were taken, or an average of 1,183 eggs for each fish. 
Thus it will be noticed that in the season of 1900, under the 
practical method employed, only about 2,000,000 less eggs 
were taken than in the season of 1899, while 16,749 less fish 
were taken at a saving in weight of 124,567 pounds, or in 
round numbers, saving two-thirds of the spawning fish that 
would have been destroyed' under the system employed in 1899 
to reproduce themselves naturally upon the reefs. As an evi- 
dence of the necessity for a closed season to protect these fish 
during their spawning or reproducing season, I would respect- 
fully call the attention of the reader to the catch of the tug 
Margaret McCann, on Skillagalee Reef, on the 26th day of No- 
vember, when the trout were in the height of their spawn- 
ing, when from sixteen boxes of nets were lifted 1,298 
trout weighing 11,961 pounds. This demonstrates to a cer- 
tainty that these fishes should not be allowed to be taken 
from their spawning grounds, where they run in large schools 
to the shoal reefs for the purpose of reproducing their species 
and are completely at the mercy of the fishermen, if allowed 
to take them at that time. From this data, gathered from 
actual observation on board the fishing tugs from day to day 
by representatives of this department who reported directly to 
me, I do not believe that any fair minded man will attempt 
to gainsay the necessity for a closed season during the period 
when these fishes are reproducing their species, if they would 
replete and perpetuate our- commercial fisheries. 

The whitefish eggs were arranged to be taken in the Detroit 
river, where it does not interfere with commercial fishing, 
and where they may be taken with seines and held in pens 
in the river until they ripen sufficiently to permit of the taking 
of the spawn. During the season of 1899, 27,066 matured 
whitefish were taken and crated, which yielded 246,240,000 
eggs, as reported to me by the superintendent in charge. In 
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addition to the matured fish there were also taken over 6,000 
immature or undersized whitefish, that is, each weighing less 
than two pounds in the round. These were all carefully sorted 
and returned to the water from whence they were taken un- 
injured, that they might grow and mature and furnish spawn 
for another season, thus giving an example of practical 
protection by preserving rather than destroying "the goose 
that layed the golden egg." Thus it wili be noted that nearly 
one-fifth of the total catch were immature, hence the wisdom 
of the law for their protection, which has been fully discussed 
under the heading of Commercial Fishes. I am without full 
report for the season of 1900, but the number of mature white- 
fish taken only amounted to about 18,000 this year, and the 
number of eggs taken will be Somewhat less, I have no doubt,, 
than last year. But I have full report of both the trout and 
whitefish eggs taken and hatched during the season of 1899; 
more than 75 per cent of the fry hatched therefrom were 
planted in the waters of this State, pursuant to the require- 
ments of the statute under which the commission operated, 
as is shown by the report of the superintendent in charge, 
which was duly made to me as required. The fry resulting 
from the lake trout and whitefish eggs taken during the sea- 
son of 1899 were planted in the spring of 1900, as follows : 

LAKE TROUT. 

In Pine lake off Charlevoix, 500,000; Lake Michigan off 
Charlevoix, 2,000,000; Lake Michigan off Manistique, 1,000,- 
000; Straits of Mackinac off Mackinaw City, 2,000,000; off 
Bay Mills, Lake Superior, 800,000; Lake Huron and Thunder 
bay off Alpena, 995,000; in inland waters of the State,. 
1,537,500. 

WHITEFISH. 

Detroit river off Belle Isle, 58,000,000; Lake St. Clair off 
Belle Isle, 8,000,000; Lake Michigan off Frankfort, 16,000,000; 
Lake Michigan off Charlevoix, 16,000,000; Lake Michigan off 
Beaver island, 4,000,000; Thunder bay off North Point, 2,300,- 
000; Lake Huron off North Point, 11^000,000; Lake Huron off 
Scarecrow island, 9,700,000; Lake Huron off Presque Isle 
island, 7,000,000; Lake Huron off Sturgeon Point, 3,500,000; 
Lake Huron between Forester and Presque Isle, 3,000,000; 
north shore of Lake Huron off DeTour, 10,000,000; east end 
of Lake Superior near Salt Point, 6,500,000; St. Mary's river, 
off Sault Ste. Marie, 3,500,000; Whitefish Bay near Tahqua- 
menon, 5,000,000. 
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UNIFORM GENERAL LAWS. 

The one feature which gives us most annoyance in the en- 
forcement of our game and fish laws is the interference of 
local acts in the different counties. I believe, with scarcely 
an exception that uniform general laws would have a very sal- 
utary effect in quieting the feeling of enmity engendered in 
some localities by local legislation, and I believe this to be true 
as well of the commercial fishing laws as of the inland game 
and fish laws. Several efforts have been made in this direction 
by former legislatures, and each one has made some progress. 
This question I believe is worthy of your most careful con- 
sideration. In this connection it would be well to state that 
some progress is being made from year to year for uniform 
laws in contiguous states, and an effort is now being made to 
get a representative committee from each of the states and 
countries bordering upon the Great Lakes, for the purpose of 
agreeing upon uniform legislation if possible and having 
the same enacted into law. We have a great many local fish 
laws applying to both commercial and inland waters which, 
from my observation, only tend to irritate and complicate the 
work of protection rather than unify and aid, which should 
be the province of all laws. With practically uniform gen- 
eral laws governing the states and countries contiguous to 
the Great Lakes we have touched the key note to perpetuation. 

We are receiving valuable aid from the Lacey act, passed 
by congress in May last, which eliminates the question of 
interstate commerce in the shipment of game animals and 
game birds, by providing that the shipments shall be amen- 
ai3le to the laws of the State or territory where it is received. 
It also provides that all game being transported within the 
United States shall be plainly marked on the outside of the 
package, giving the name of the consignor and consignee, the 
Initial point of shipment and destination and contents of the 
package. This aids very materially in stopping illicit ship- 
ments by the market hunter, and is a long step toward practi- 
cal protection. 

COUNTY WARDEN SYSTEM. 

While the law provides for the appointment by the State 
Warden of not to exceed three county deputies in each county, 
who shall act under his direction, it makes no provision for 
their compensation except such as shall be allowed and pro- 
vided for by the supervisors of their respective counties. 
Several of the counties in the State have made a fair provi*^ 
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«ion for the payment of these deputies, and in tnese counties 
we get good results and valuable aid in the enforcement of 
the laws, but a large majority of the counties are not willing 
to allow anything like reasonable compensation, and from 
these we cannot expect very much assistance. However it 
is only fair for me to say that I have been exceedingly fortunate 
in procuring deputies who have a personal interest in the 
w^ork and have given much time in aid of this department, 
knowing that their bills for services would be disallowed 
before they were incurred. Much better results could be 
obtained from the county warden if he could be reasonably 
compensated for his services; local influences, however, are a 
severe handicap to the efficiency of the county warden system. 



The peculiar work of a deputy State game warden neces- 
sitates the employing of only discreet and tried officers that 
are particularly fitted for the work, if we would expect the 
best results. To obtain this class of aids, requires the return 
of a reasonable compensation for services rendered. As be- 
fore stated, I think this work could be much more satisfac- 
torily done by providing for a force of twelve State deputies, 
or at least one for each congressional district in the State, 
who should be paid a fixed salary of at least one thousand 
dollars per year and his necessary expenses incurred in the 
performance of his duties. With twelve men of this charac- 
ter continually patroling their respective districts, cooperat- 
ing with local officials and protective associations, with the 
aid of the county wardens, especially those who are com- 
pensated for their services, I believe it is possible to give 
adequate protection to our wild life and bring the violations 
of the game and fish laws, including our commercial fisheries, 
down to the minimum. Another valuable aid to the State 
could be rendered by State deputies and not interfere with 
their usefulness as game wardens, viz.: that of furnishing 
data to the Forestry Commission, which could be gleaned in 
the patrol of their several districts. Their services are 
made valuable in several of the states for this purpose, and 
very properly so, the interests of the two departments being 
so thoroughly identical. The work accomplished by a State 
warden cannot be measured entirely by the number of cases 
which he institutes, and my study and observation of this 
feature of the work leads me to conclude that the deterrent 
effect of twelve State deputies, under continuous orders, 
patroling their several districts would amount to a saving 
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in violations greater than the number of cases actually 
brought. I believe this matter to be worthy of your most 
careful and candid consideration. The value of this work 
to the State should not be measured in dollars and cents. 

One branch of the work of this department is to enforce 
the laws for the protection and perpetuation of our commer- 
cial fisheries. I deem it advisable at this time to give you 
an idea of the value of this industry to our State. From the 
latest investigation the value of nets, tugs, sailboats and 
other fishing apparatus in the State is placed in round num- 
bers at $1,200,000.00, and the value of the product of these 
fisheries exceeds |1,000,000 each year. In addition to this, 
there. are hundreds of small fishermen who devote certain 
seasons of the year to catching for their owji use*and for 
retail purposes that would add several thousand dollars more 
to the product, and last but not least, the army of hook and 
line fishermen that avail themselves of the pleasure afforded 
during the summer months of taking thousands of gamey 
bass and muskalonge from their favored haunts about the 
islands and in the bays and harbors of our Great Lakes- 
To. properly protect this valuable industry requires the ap- 
pointment of the most skilled and discreet deputies, as it 
, is necessary for them to make inspection of the nets in use 
on the different grounds and keep a continual outlook for 
violations in the taking and sale of immature fish. In this 
work of patrol of the great lakes I desire to call special at- 
tention to the need for this department of a boat with which 
to make the inspection and enforce the close season provision. 
Ohio, with about one-fourth of the lake coast to protect that 
we have, has met the necessity and furnished her protective 
department with this valuable adjunct. Illinois furnished 
her protective department a boat for the patrol of her rivers 
and the protection of her inland fisheries alone. Knowing the 
magnitude and importance of this branch of the work, I can- 
not conscientiously pass it without recommending an appro- 
priation to purchase a boat and maintain it through the fish- 
ing season, if we would afford adequate protection. The 
value of the food fishes alone to the people of our State, in- 
dividually and as an industry, is worthy of a larger expendi- 
ture at your hands to protect and perpetuate than is asked 
for the whole work, and I know that when you fully appre- 
ciate and understand the importance of the work that you 
will not hesitate to properly finance and strengthen the hand 
of this important department of State. I make the contention 
openly that this department gives more service for the money 
expended than any like department in the United States, and 
5 
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in proof of this contention I offer the record, as shown in the 
several biennial reports, for comparison. 

POLLUTION OP PUBLIC WATERS. 

Many complaints have come to me within the last two years 
for the pollution of both inland and commercial w^aters by 
sawdust, chemicals and other deleterious refuse. Careful 
investigation has in almost every case shown that the com- 
plaint was well founded. That both the breeding and feed- 
ing grounds of fishes are seriously impaired by the running 
of sawdust into the streams and lakes cannot be disputed, 
«nd in addition to this, the waters are rendered unfit for con- 
sumption and prove a serious menace to the healthfuln^ss of 
the hunfan family as well as our wild life. The marked pro- 
gress made in our manufacturing industries, introducing new 
processes in pulp mills, beet sugar manufactories, paper mills, 
etc., in all of which chemicals are used to a certain extent and 
the refuse therefrom, which is almost invariably deleterious, 
is sewered to the river or lake near at hand without filtering 
or otherwise attenuating to render them harmless, demands 
careful attention. Our laws for the regulation of this import- 
ant subject are entirely inadequate and should be given your 
most careful consideration, with a view to the protection and ' 
preservation of the human family, as well as our wild life. 

PROSECUTING OFB^ICERS. 

With very few exceptions, I have only the kindest words 
of commendation for the able and loyal manner in w^hich 
the prosecuting attorneys of the several counties have coop- 
erated with this department in the enforcement of the laws. 
It has been my aim to enlist in the work every official in 
the several counties, the sheriffs and deputy sheriffs having 
proven themselves valuable aids in many instances. The 
feeling that formerly existed with many of the prosecuting 
officers that they were being superseded in their own baili- 
wick by the game warden, who had statutory authority to 
bring and try his own cases, either in justice or circuit 
court, has almost wholly disappeared and the true spirit of 
the law is being fulfilled by their hearty and in most instances 
enthusiastic cooperation. That the skilled prosecuting attor- 
ney is closer to the people of his county than any other official 
can possibly be, must be admitted, who then, with a proper 
comprehension of the importance of our protective laws, can 
cooperate with this department with better results in the 
moulding of sentiment for the better observance and enforce- 
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ment of these laws than he? I desire at this time to not only 
commend them for the aid they have given, but to person- 
ally thank them for the many acts of kindness that they have 
rendered the members of this department during the past 
two years. 

PROTECTIVE ASSOCIATIONS. 

The organization of fish and game protective associations, 
rod and gun clubs, etc., has been encouraged at all times, and 
much along this line has been, accomplished by the friends 
of protection throughout the State. These associations render 
invaluable aid to the department where they are active and 
sincere, which is almost universally the case. Every county in 
the State should have several of these organizations within 
its limits to aid in moulding sentiment for the better observ- 
ance of our protective laws. Every true sportsman and lover 
of nature should put forth his best efforts for the organization 
of these, important aids to protection. Valuable assistance 
is rendered the department in many localities in the selec- 
tion of deputies by these organizations. Too much cannot be 
said of the good that would accrue to the people of the State 
by a united effort in every county to organize local associa- 
tions of this character, who would in turn send representa- 
tives to the State Protective Association which meets bien- 
nially for the discussion of the necessary changes in our pro- 
tective laws and the best methods for their enforcement. 

PERMITS. 

Section 5786, compiled laws, provides that the State Game 
and Fish Warden may issue permits to capture or kill any 
kind of protected bird or animal when satisfied that such per- 
son desires the same exclusively as specimens for scientific 
or propagating purposes. Under this provision, I have issued 
to professors and students in natural science in the colleges 
and schools of our State, and also to individuals, properly 
recommended, permits for the taking of certain species of 
our protected birds and animals. Believing that the true 
spirit of protection should not be lost sight of, but that a 
sound discretion be exercised in the issuance of these permits, 
I excepted therefrom the right to take any bird or animal in 
close season, where the statute provided an open season 
wherein it might be taken. This made an exception of all 
game animals and game birds which could be taken as well 
for scientific observation and study during their open season, 
which is within the time when all public schools are in ses- 
sion, as in close season. I also excepted from our song and 
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insectiverous birds such species as I knew to be rapidly di- 
minishing, viz.: blue birds, rose breasted grosbeak and scarlet 
tanangers. Twentj'-flve permits of this character were issued 
in 1899 and seventeen in 1900. 

In conclusion permit me to say that I have endeavored to 
give you a clear and concise statement of the department 
work and the conditions of the wild life within the State. I 
have said that the game and fish laws of Michigan were among 
the best of any within the United States that I have had op- 
portunity to examine. The recommendations I have made for 
your consideration are offered as the result of careful study 
of the conditions which they effect with only one object in 
view, viz.: to throw around our fast disappearing wild life 
every possible safeguard. I have offered these suggestions 
at a time when it is not yet too late, and I believe them to 
be worthy of your most careful and conscientious considera- 
tion. 

RECAPITULATION. 



Number of prosecutions begun 

Number of convictions 

Number of acquittals 

Number of dismissal^ 

Number of arrests for violation of fish laws. . . . 
Number of arrests for violation of game laws. . . 
Number of arrests for interfering with officer. . , 



1S99. 


1900, 


Total. 


1,633 


1,766 


3,399 


912 


845 


1,757 


526 


599 


1,125 


27 


22 


4^ 


57 


51 


108 


536 


485 




369 


357 




7 


3 




1899. 


1900. 


Total. 


2,758 


13,366 


26,124 


. 93 


77 


17a 



Non-resident licenses issued 

1899. 1900. 

Amount paid into State treasury from resident licenses. .$4,039 50 $4,121 50^ 
Amount paid into State treasury from non-resident 

licenses 2,281 75 1,905 75 



Total $6,321 25 $6,026 25 

In addition to the above amounts there was paid into 
the county treasuries of the State, revenues from the 

sale of resident licenses amounting to 3,189 50 3,341 50^ 

RECEIPTS. 

Revenue from sale of deer-hunting licenses '. $12,347 50 

Fines and costs 14,149 20 

Value of confiscated game and fish awarded public institutions.... 4,102 59 

Total receipts $30,599 29^ 

EXPENDITURES. 

1899. 1900. Total. 

Salary of State Warden $1,726 88 $2,000 00 $3,726 8& 

Traveling and office expenses 3.806 46 3,554 35 7,360 81 

Salaries and expense State deputies 9,337 21 9,522 59 20,859 8a 

Total expense of department for 1899 and 1900 $31,947 4^ 

Portland, Mich., January, 1901. 

GKAKT M. MORSE, 
State Game and Fish Warden. 
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"If it be true that ^to win the secret of a weed's plain heart' 
gives only a clew to the hidden things of the spiritual life, 
how much more the conscient and reciprocal love which is 
borne between the human family and domesticated wild life 
anust widen the sphere of spiritual sympathy, which at last 
reaches the eternal source of all life and love and finds indeed 
that one touch of nature makes all things kin." 



Digitized by 



%1 



♦ Mifihig-jn S'iua Lin. 



EIGHTH BIENNIAL REPORT 



STATE GAME AND FISH WARDEN 



|7} 



1901-1902 



1 / i: i: V • 

» ' ' 

GRANT M. MORSE, WARDEN 



PUBLISHED BY 



FRED M. WARNER 



SKCBBTARY OF STATE 




BY AUTHOEITY 



LANSING, MICH. 
ROBERT SMITH PRINTING CO., STATE PRINTERS AND BINDERS 

1903 



. , I^igitizedbyVjQOQlC 

\ \ 



Digitized by Google 



EIGHTH BIENNIAL REPORT 

OV THE 

STATE GAME AND FISH WARDEN 

1901-1902 

GRANT M. MORSE, WARDEN 

PUBUSHBD BY 

FRED M. WARNER 

SECBBTABT OF STATE 




BY AUTHORITY 



, LANSING, MICH. 
,R0BERT»SMITH;PRINTING CO.. STATE? PRINTERS AND BINDERS 

100?. 

Digitized byGoOOlC 



11146044 



Digitized by 



Google 



I 



LETTEE OF TRANSMITTAL. 



Portland, Mich.^ January, 1903. 
To the Secretary of State, Lansing, Michigan : 

Pursuant to the provisions of statute, and in accordance with Depart- 
ment practice, I have arranged a summary of the work for the two 
years last past, which I take pleasure in forwarding to you herewith. 

Very respectfully yours, 

GRANT M. MORSE, 

State Game and Fish Warden. 
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EIGHTH BIENNIAL REPORT OF THE STATE GAME AND FISH 

WARDEN. 



In order to secure the observance of laws or police regulations^ the 
general public sentiment must be in accord with such laws and regula- 
tions. While our people as a whole are law-loving and law-abiding and 
are wont to accept the statutes as passed by our legislators as correct, 
there are certain police regulations assumed to effect their personal 
liberties however that are questioned and for the observance of which^ 
it becomes necessary to educate this portion of our community, by pre- 
cept and example, that such regulations are for the common good and 
should be respected and observed by all. With this fundamental principle 
in mind, and believing that a well directed compaign of education would 
do much to aid in formulating and strengthening public sentiment for a 
better observance of the laws for the protection of our wild life, I have 
proceeded during the past two years to carry this idea into effect, 
through every avenue possible for the purpose. The local press have 
assisted very materially in this behalf, in publishing synopses of the 
laws and directing their efforts almost unanimously in their several 
communities to a higher education along the lines of protection. Local 
and special deputies have been continuously reminded of the benefits to 
be derived therefrom and urged to aid along these educational lines. 
Personal appeals to influential sportsmen^ urging and aiding in the 
organization of new protective societies, and encouraging those already 
organized to renewed effort for a closer co-operation with this department, 
have all unquestionably had their effect, and I am pleased to say that 
the sentiment of all classes, for the protection and perpetuation of the 
wild life of our State, was never more uniformly correct and satis- 
factory. 

Michigan has always been a leader in the passage and enforcement of 
wholesome protective laws. Other states have followed our laudable 
example and during the past five years the tendency to uniform legisla- 
tion has been growing stronger and stronger until today there is not 
a single state in the union that does not protect the major portion of 
its 'wild life. Within this period nearly every state in the union has 
passed laws prohibiting exportation of native game birds and fishes, 
and each year finds many amendments added to the protective laws of 
our sister states, aiming at uniformity and closer co-operation. 

We need very few changes in our general game and fish laws. The 
changes recommended two years ago in our general game law were 
adopted and from a close observation of its practical workings I can 
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truthfully say that its effect for the repletion and perpetuation of our 
game animals and game birds has been more than satisfactory and has 
exceeded our fondest hopes. 

While the active patrol of the State has been much more thorough 
and effective during the past two years, the number of prosecutions 
begun was less than for the preceding two years^ amounting to only 
1,487 as compared with 1,757 for the years 1899 and 1900, but the number 
of convictions for 1901 and 1902 was 1,258, as compared with 1,125 for 
the years 1899 and 1900, with only 41 acquittals and 78 dismissals. Thus 
showing conclusively, that while the number of prosecutiqns begun has 
been less, the percentage of convictions has been greater ; confirming the 
conclusion that the sentiment for a better observance and enforcement 
of our protective laws is gradually but surely increasing. 

Michigan, with its unrivaled trout streams, beautiful lakes and rivers, 
with its summer clime, so healthful and invigorating, is the sportsman's 
and tourist's paradise, and we must not forget that their annual visits 
bring millions of dollars to our citizens, besides furnishing an adver- 
tising medium of indeterminate value; and if we would hope to perpet- 
uate this playground for our own citizens and invite and encourage the 
annual visitors from sis,ter states, we must not lose sight of the fact that 
the speckled beauties in our rippling streams^ the gamey bass and 
muskelonge of our inland lakes, together with the deer, game birds and 
feathered songsters, that fill our forest and field with life, animation 
and song, are among the principal drawing-cards, and are nature's 
advertisers for our diversified playground, and that it is our duty to 
make ample provision for the protection and perpetuation of our be- 
loved and treasured wild life. 

So much for the sentimental feature. There is also entrusted to our 
care, however^ a special industry; one of the most important of our 
State, viz. : our commercial fisheries, whose perpetuation means so much, 
not only to the commercial fishermen, interested so directly in their 
operations, but to every citizen of our commonwealth, by reason of the 
part they play in furnishing an element of food, the equal of which is 
not elsewhere produced. 



The best proof that the laws for the government and protection of our 
commercial fisheries are correct in the main, is the increased catch of ' 
whitefish and lake trout during the past two years, and not only has 
the quantity of the catch increased, but the quality as well. Especially 
is this true of the Lake Michigan and Lake Superior fisheries; and dur- 
ing the season of 1902 the catch in Lake Huron waters increased nicely 
in both quantity and quality. 

Slight changes were made by the Legislature of 1901, the most im- 
portant of which provided that the season for lake trout should not close 
on Lakes Huron and Erie until November 10th, and providing that white- 
fish may be taken in these waters in pound nets, trap nets or seines until 
November 20th in each year; and further providing that the season re- 
main closed until January first thereafter. Having had but two seasons 
experience with this change, I am not prepared to say that it will work 
any general injury, except that it operates in the nature of a local act, 
which is always a menace to general uniform laws. 
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From a careful study and close observation of our commercial fisheries 
I am thoroughly convinced that if we would hope to properly protect 
and effectually perpetuate them we must observe that fundamental law 
of nature and provide against their slaughter during the reproduction 
period and thoroughly enforce the law prohibiting the taking of imma- 
ture fish; that is, to prohibit the taking and marketing of these fish until 
they shall have attained a sufficient size to guarantee their having re- 
produced their species naturally. The importance of this industry as a 
source of food supply to our people, demands that it should have the 
most careful consideration. Improved methods employed by our fisher- 
men make it possible to take out large quantities of fish, and at certain 
seasons when the run is on and the catch most profitable a desire to 
make the most of the time is liable to lead them to set more nets than 
it is possible to properly care for, thus necessitating (in the event of 
stress of weather) the lifting of the nets after an unusual length of time 
and rendering much of the catch unwholesome and unfit for food. This 
I believe should be regulated by limiting the number of nets set per day 
by any tug, to conform to her capacity for lifting them within the proper 
time. 

The importance of this industry and the necessity for its proper pro- 
tection demands that this department should be furnished with a suita- 
ble boat with which to patrol its waters. Ohio, with less than one-fourth 
our lake coast, has wisely made provision for a patrol boat to assist in 
protecting her commercial fisheries. The work of properly protecting 
our commercial fisheries cannot be effectively done without a patrol 
boat, which may be called into use at any time. The expense of main- 
taining and operating such a craft would be very small, and the benefits 
accruing almost unmeasurable. 

Another serious menace to our commercial fisheries is the use of small 
mesh pound or gill nets in waters where lake trout or whitefish abound, 
and I would urge, as a step in the right direction, the prohibition in our 
waters of the two and three-quarters inch mesh gill nets and the subma- 
rine or trap net. This latter device is a shoal water net, easily set, and 
should have no place in the commercial fishing apparatus of our State. 

Having full faith in a close season as the only absolute safeguard for 
the perpetuation of our most valuable food fishes, the law now in force 
on whitefish and trout should be carefully guarded and stoutly main- 
tained, and I urge you not to pass consideration of my recommendation 
two years ago on the close season for walleyed pike or pike perch, whose 
importance as a food fish is generally conceded, and I believe a uniform 
close season from March first to May first should be provided for their 
protection and perpetuation. 



The artificial propagation of commercial fishes is urged as an £^id to 
perpetuation, q.nd through the efforts of the United States Fish Com- 
mission, has been quite thoroughly tried in this State during the past 
four years. The result of the first two seasons' catch, under this law, 
viz.: 1899 and 1900, together with the distribution of fry of the 1899 
hatch, were given in my previous report. I append the distribution of 
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fry for the catch of 1900 and the operations for the seasons of 1901 and 
1902: 

Distri*bution of whitefish fry spring of 1901: 



Lake Michigan off Charlevoix 19,000,000 

Upper Detroit river 36,000,000 

Lake St. Clair 13,000,000 

Straits of Mackinac, off Mackinaw City 6,000,000 

Lake Michigan, near Michigan City 4,000,000 

Lake Huron, off Scare Crow Island 7,000,000 

Lake Huron, off Thunder Bay Island 4,000,000 

Lake Huron, off Sturgeon Point 4,000,000 

Lake Huron, off North Point 11,000,000 

Lake Huron, off Presque Isle 4,000,000 

Long Lake, near Alpena 50,000 

Lake Huron, near DeTour ^ 3,000,000 

St. Mary's River, near Sault Ste. Marie 1,000,000 

Eastern Lake Superior 14,000,000 

Lake Superior, near Ontonagon 4,400,000 

Fisherman's Home, Isle Royale 2,400,000 

Grace Harbor, Isle Royale 3,000,000 

Distribution of lake trout fry spring of 1901; 
catch of 1900: 

Lake Huron, off North Point, Alpena 500,000 

Straits of Mackinac, off Mackinaw City 1,000,000 

Pine Lake/ near Charlevoix 240,000 

Lake Michigan, off Charlevoix 2,000,000 

Round Lake, Jackson County 25,000 

Lake Huron, near Thunder Bay Island, and in 

the vicinity of Sugar Island and North Point. 1,000,000 
Eastern Lake Superior and in Lake Huron near 

DeTour 750,000 

Planted in inland waters of Michigan by the 

Michigan Fish Commission 1,625,000 



During the season of 1901, 38,972 whitefish were taken by the United 
States Fish Commission in the Detroit river; 16,727 of which were 
females and 22,245 males; 2,270 immature whitefish were taken in the 
seines and returned to the water uninjured. The total yield of eggs 
amounted to 366,040,000. 

The lake trout eggs were arranged to be taken practically on the 
same plan as in 1900, and two tugs were employed at Manistique and 
four at St. James for this purpose. The United States Fish Commission 
was desirous of taking a larger number of eggs this season than at any 
time previous and complained that the requirement, that at least fifty 
per cent of the females should be ripe before the nets were put in, would 
injure the results of the work, and not wishing to be arbitrary or stand 
in the way of practical work I consented to reduce the percentage to 
forty; that is, test nets only to be used until at least forty per cent of 
the females were ripe and spawning. The catch resulted as follows: At 
Manistiqne 13,670 lake trout were taken; weighing 103,716 pounds and 
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prodacing 14,804,000 eggs. At St. James 11,937 trout were taken, weigh 
ing 72,796 pounds and producing 10,508,000 eggs. Making the total catch 
of lake trout for spawning purposes 25,607 fish, weighing 176,512 pounds, 
with a production of 25,312,000 eggs. Of the lake trout eggs collected 
the total hatch amounted to about 16,000,000 of fry, nearly 80 per cent 
of which were planted in Michigan waters, as follows: 



Arnold Lake, Clare County. 100,000 

Long Lake, Livingston County 200,000 

Lake Michigan, ofl Charlevoix 3,675,000 

Lake Huron, off Alpena 1,000,000 

Straits of Mackinac, off Mackinaw City 650,000 

Clark and Loon Lakes — Watersmeet 200,000 

Trout Lake, Dickinson County 200,000 

Lake Huron, near North Point 1,000,000 

East Salt Lake, Alpena County 100,000 

Lake Huron, off Scare Crow Island 1,000,000 

Lake Huron,— Big Beef 380,000 

Turtle Lake, Alpena County 50,000 

Lake Huron, off DeTour 1,000,000 

St. Mary's Biver— Bay Mills 400,000 

Hay Lake, Chippewa County 300,000 

Lake Superior, off Whiteflsh Point 1,000,000. 



And 1,000,000 were turned over to the Michigan Fish Commission and 
were by them planted in the inland waters of this State, making a total 
of 12,255,000 planted in Michigan waters. The plant of whiteflsh fry m 
the spring of 1902 was as follows: 

Detroit Biver 

Lake Huron 

Lake St. Clair 

Lake Superior. . . 

Tributary waters of Lake Huron 

Inland lakes 

Lake Superior, off Marquette 

Lake Superior, off Ontonagon 

. Fisherman's Home, Isle Boyale. 

Grace Harbor, Isle Boyale 

Fourteen Mile Point . ". 

During the season of 1902 the United States Fish Commission made 
the usual arrangement for taking whiteflsh on the Detroit Biver, and 
32,259 flsh were taken, of which 17,387 were males and 14,922 were 
females, producing a total of 253,440,000 eggs, which will be handled at 
their several hatcheries and planted during the spring of 1903. 

The flshing for lake trout for spawn was arranged to be carried on as 
in former years, except that at least flfty per cent of the females should 
be ripe and spawning before the nets were put in. There were three tugs 
employed at Manistique and flve at St. James. Eleven thousand flve 
hundred seventy-four trout weighing 63,266 pounds were taken at Manis- 
tique, which produced 11,885,000 eggs. There were 15,044 trout taken at 
St. James, weighing 116,745 pounds, which produced 16,993,000 eggs; 
2 



75,500,000 
75,000,000 
32,000,000 
15,000,000 
8,000,000 
1,000,000 
6,000,000 
7,800,000 
6,400,000 
4,800,000 
3,000,000 
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making a total catch of trout for the season of 1902, 26,618^ weighing 
180,011 pounds, producing a total of 28,878,000 eggs, which will be 
hatched and distributed at least 75 per cent in Michigan waters during 
the coming spring. 

All of the above figures being from the reports of the superintendent 
of the United States Fish Commission, in charge, and made to me in 
accordance with the provisions of statute governing this work. 

By comparison of the different seasons it will be observed that the 
best percentage of eggs was obtained when the nets were not put in 
until at least fifty per cent of the females were ripe and spawning, thus 
fully confirming my theory that only test nets should be used until at 
least fifty per cent of the females were ripe and spawning; then the nets 
can be put in and the necessary eggs taken, with the least possible loss 
from the taking of green or unripe fish, as it must be remembered that 
this fishing is being done during the close season and when the fish are 
upon their beds for the purpose of reproducing their species naturally; 
and by putting in their nets at the proper time we can be consistent 
with the theory of practical protection and at the same time gain any 
benefits that may be derived from artificial propagation. I therefore 
conclude that no fishing for lake trout spawn should be permitted unless 
at least fifty per cent of the females are ripe for spawning. From the 
experience of the several seasons I am further led to believe that the 
same practice should obtain in the taking of whitefish for spawn. It has 
been the practice in the past to permit the taking of whitefish before 
they began to ripen, practically as soon as they began running. They 
are taken in seines and held in pens or pounds in the river, on the theory 
that they will there ripen as the season advances and thus enable the 
Commission to take a larger number of eggs than they could otherwise 
do; but this confinement is unnatural and they do not ripen, a large 
percentage of the females taken become plugged, making it impossible to 
take their ova thus losing a large percentage of eggs, which could be 
saved were the catching postponed until the fish began to ripen and 
spawn naturally. 

During the past season nearly fifty-five per cent of the females taken 
were plugged and no ova obtained from them. I am thoroughly con- 
vinced that more care should be taken, and the work of collecting spawn 
should be permitted only along the lines consistent with practical pro- 
tection^ as it has been conclusively shown that it is unnecessary to kill 
a large number of green and unripe fish which would, if left alone, spawn 
naturally and reproduce their species, for the purpose of taking eggs for 
artificial propagation. Experience is a valuable teacher and we should 
profit by it in our future operations. 



The season of 1001 found our inland fisheries fairly productive and 
many fine catches of trout and bass were reported. The new laws mak- 
ing a close season on black bass and increasing the size limit and limit- 
ing the daily catch of trout on the Au Sable River and itiif tributaries, 
passed by the Legislature of that year, were in effect and required con- 
siderable extra effort to enforce their observance, '•\i\t the majority of 
sportsmen took kindly to the change, believing it to be in the interest 
of better protection, and there is no question of their good effect. 
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The season of 1902, owing to the excessive rain-fall and consequent 
continuous high water during the best of the fishing season, rendered 
the catch small as compared with some other years. 

I am thoroughly convinced that if. we would hope to replete and per- 
petuate our game fishes, especially black bass, brook trout, etc., we must • 
increase the limitation on size of brook trout, grayling, landlocked sal- 
mon and rainbow trout to at least seven inches. This will insure their 
having reproduced their species naturally, and aided by artificial propa- 
gation, I believe we will be able to perpetuate thebi. It is useless, how- 
ever, to undertake to perpetuate these game fishes by allowing them to 
be taken from the streams before they have reproduced their species 
naturally, and it is a well established fact that a six inch trout has not 
attained maturity. In addition to this, I believe there should be a 
limitation on the day's catch. Any sportsman taking thirty or thirty- 
five trout seven inches in length and better should be content to leave a 
few for the other fellow and continue his sport the following day. This 
is equally true of the black bass. I believe a limit should be fixed at not 
less than eight inches for black bass and the day's catch by any one 
person should not exceed fifteen pounds. With these safeguards and the 
added facilities for artificial propagation, I believe should be sufficient 
to perpetuate the game fishes. 

Careful observation confirms me in the belief that spearing should be 
absolutely prohibited at all seasons in the inland waters. Our rapidly 
increasing population and the reputation which our State has gained 
as a fishing preserve adds a large percentage each year to the family of 
fishermen, and if we would hope to save our lakes and streams from 
utter depletion we must, before it is too late, eliminate this commercial 
method of fishing in inland waters. 

But few grayling are left in our streams.. The upper waters of the 
Big Manistee River are quite well supplied with this game fish, and now 
that the lumbering operations are nearly completed on this stream I 
believe, with proper protection, they will increase. This stream is pecu- 
liarly adapted to the grayling, having many miles of beautiful gravel bed 
and a goodly supply of pure water. The tributaries; while not numerous, 
are of good size and naturally adapted for breeding grounds for trout 
and grayling, and by adoption of the limitations for their protection 
herein recommended, I have no doubt of the ultimate repletion of this 
stream with this prince of game fishes, the Michigan grayling. 

The close season for bass prescribed by the last Legislature, while it 
is of some benefit does not cover the period to make it most effective. I 
believe that this season should be from the 15th day of April until the 
15th day of June, in each year, and I ask your careful consideration of 
these recommendations. 

ARTIFICIAL PROPAGATION A SUCCESSFUL AID TO THE REPLETION OF GAME 
FISHES IN INLAND WATERS. 

It is with pleasure I make the assertion, without fear of successful 
contradiction, that no fish commission, charged with the propagation 
and planting of game fishes, whether state or national, has achieved 
the practical success of the Michigan State Fish Commission. They now 
have two successful bass hatcheries in operation, and the effect of their 
plantings from the Mill Creek hatchery can be clearly traced wherever 
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made. The superintendent of the commission, Mr. Seymour Bower, and 
the superintendent of the Mill Creek bass hatchery, Mr. Dwight Lydell, 
are entitled to great credit for their successful operations in the propa- 
gation of this gamiest of fishes. They are both careful observers and 
above all, practical fish culturists, and the State has been lucky indeed 
in obtaining their services. The superintendents of the several trout 
hatcheries are also thoroughly practical men and under the direction of 
the general superintendent, have made this branch of the industry 
eminently successful. The appropriations asked for necessary improve- 
ments, increased facilities and maintenance, should be promptly made 
and their work encouraged. 

I desire at this time to thank the Commission for courtesies extended 
and their ever willing co-operation with this department for consistent 
and practical protection, always acknowledging that it would be useless 
to carry on their operations at large expense of propagation and plant- 
ing unless they were properly supported by thorough protection, and I 
believe by giving proper encouraerement to our Fish Commission and 
thoroughly equipping the protective department along the lines indi- 
cated in this report, Michigan's lakes and streams can be kept replete 
with game fishes and the heart of the sportsman of our own and sister 
states made to beat with joy for your careful consideration. 



Our game animals are practically reduced to the deer, squirrel and rab- 
bit. The squirrel has become nearly extinct in our forests, but few 
specimens of any species save the American or fox squirrel remaining; 
and I believe the only way we can hope to perpetuate them is to prohibit 
the killing for a period of at least five years. Rabbits are reported quite 
numerous and I belieA^e are holding their own, while deer have unques- 
tionably increased very materially. The law passed by the legislature 
of 1901, limiting the number of deer to be killed to three and prohibiting 
the sale, is one of the most wholesome laws for the protection of this 
noble animal ever passed, and while the number of licensed hunters for 
the past two seasons has been greater than ever in the history of the 
State, the number of deer killed has not exceeded one-half the number 
killed during the season of 1900 under the old law, and 1 would strongly 
urge that no change be made in the present law protecting the deer. 

We have a few specimens of moose, but the natural reserve of this 
animal is not compatible with the increased activity of our lumber and 
cedar operations and we can hardly hope for their increase in this State. 

The lawlessness of hunters and the use of high power guns demand 
your careful consideration. It is a well known fact that a large major- 
ity of the deer are killed at short range and the necessitv for a hijrh 
power gun, so dangerous to human life when in the hands of careless and 
unskilled operators, is entirely uncalled for, and I believe that the high 
power repeating rifle should be prohibited in our State. 



Under our protective laws our fur bearing animals excepting the 
otter and marten are practically holding their own and their peltry is 
made a valu^ibJe asset to the State. The beaver under our prohibitive 
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law are increasing nicely, notably in Chippewa, Luce, Alger, Marquette, 
Baraga and Houghton Counties, and I believe the prohibitive period 
should be prolonged to 1910. 

Wolves are reported quite plentiful in Chippewa, Alger, Marquette, 
Baraga, Houghton, Ontonagon and Gogebic Counties and considerable 
damage to our deer may be expected from their predacious habits. I 
believe the bounty on these animals should be increased to twenty-five 
dollars, as an incentive to trappers to deplete them. Foxes are also 
re]>orted to be increasing rapidly in many of the northern counties and 
are proving very destructive to our bird life, and the best remedy for 
their depletion would be a small bounty, which in addition to their peltry 
would tend to interest the hunter. 

BIRD LIFE GAME BIRDS. 

During the past two vears the weather conditions have been decidedly 
against our native game birds. Heavy rain falls occurring both seas- 
ons, in June and eTuly, before the young birds had attained sufficient 
strength, caused many of the early coveys to suffer extinction. The 
falls being favorable however^ second coveys were reared and furnished 
ample parent stock. These facts were more noticeable in quail than 
partridge, and I believe the past season found more partridge in our 
State than for many years previous, and the supply of parent stock of 
both partridge and quail are reported plentiful in nearly every locality 
and are wintering well. The woodcock is certainly disappearing and un- 
less more stringent protective laws are put in force in sister states this 
prince of game birds will soon be exterminated. Quail are now found 
in nearly every county of the Lower* Peninsula, assisting the farmer in 
protecting his crops from the insect pests, as well as furnishing the 
sportsman iine recreation during the hunting season. Quail are cer- 
tainly increasing in Michigan and the sentiment for a better observan"<* 
of the laws for their protection cannot Be gainsaid. While we have had a 
fair flight of wild water-fowl during the past two years I cannot pass the 
opportunity of again calling your attention to the necessity for improved 
laws for their protection. Spring shooting should be absolutely pro- 
hibited, and I believe if we would take this step we would be quickly 
followed by other states and the slaughter of our wild water-fowl while 
on their way to the breeding grounds would be stopped and the certainty 
of their perpetuation guaranteed. The wanton slaughter of game birds 
is certainly a great menace to their perpetuation, and in my judgment 
a limitation on the day's bag should be fixed at once in this State. 
Other states have adopted this policy and have. found it to be of marked 
benefit. I believe that the number of quail or partridge to be taken by 
a person in any one day should not exceed fifteen, and no person should 
be allowed to take more than twenty-five wild water fowl in any one 
day. These numbers are sufficient to satisfy any reasonable person 
and put a stop to the ruthless slaughter now indulged in by some so- 
called sportsmen. T have in mind some instances of the slaughter of 
partridge, where two hunters bagged one hundred and ten birds as the 
result of one day's sport: and on our duck marshes as many as one hun- 
dred and twenty-five water-fowls were slaughtered by one person in a 
sinsrle day. These numbers we all realize are greater than our supply 
with the steady increase of hunters will permit and hope for a perpetu- 
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ation of the birds, for as a result of such wanton slaughter many birds 
are allowed to spoil without benefit to any person whatever, only 
serving to decimate the species. I sincerly hope that this feature of 
protection may have your most careful consideration. I desire also to 
call your attention to the error in engrossing Section 10 of the general 
game law passed by the last Legislature, which caused considerable 
trouble and should be corrected to conform with this section as origin- 
ally passed, viz.: making the open season on quail, partridge, woodcock 
and spruce hen from October 15th to November 30th, both inclusive, 
in each year. 



Our song and insectiverous birds have at least held their own during 
the past two years and several of the species have increased, and I de- 
sire to acknowledge valuable assistance in the protection of the 
feathered songsters from the teachers of our public schools and the pub- 
lic press. The advance of civilization and consequent rapidly disappearing 
cover has necessarily decimated some of our finest game species, but 
this is not true of our song and insectiverous birds, whose welfare de- 
pends upon the protection afforded by civilization, and let us hope that 
our able Forestry Commission may succeed in planting and protecting 
sufficient cover to suffice our game birds for many years. With this 
practical assistance and the enforcement of the laws now in effect, to- 
gether with the co-operation of Audubon Societies and other protective 
associations, should guarrantee to us increasing numbers and assure 
perpetuation of our feathered beauties. 



SONG AND INSECTIVEROUS BIRDS. 




STATE GAME AND FISH WARDEN 15 



DEER HUNTERS' LICENSES ISSUED BY COUNTIES. 



County. 


Year 1901. 


Year 1902. 


Resident. 


Non- 
resident. 


Resident. 


Non- 
resident. 




83 
417 
104 

272 
269 

67 
323 

79 
124 

85 

106 
37 
90 
30 

822 

367 
777 
42 
110 
150 

492* 
753 
101 
618 
150 

88 
187 
220 
135 

53 

800 
22 
84 
100 
176 

409 
73 
93 
83 

291 

197 
44 
87 

162 
13 

72 
64 
156 
214 
63 

166 
1,529 
96 
62 

454 

71 
112 
57 
89 

67 
40 
54 
149 




135 
435 
158 
285 
322 

68 
339 

97 
107 

99 

122 
37 

120 
30 

329 

446 
881 
69 
116 

176 

589 
870 
111 
665 
* 159 

124 
317 
247 
176 
76 

1,075 
21 
94 
149 
243 

515 
99 
100 
105 
312 

208 
71 
112 
156 
28 

89 
56 
149 
293 
68 

133 
1,749 
115 
75 
506 

86 
149 

64 
140 

111 
62 
83 

162 






13 


8 






10 


(5 












1 
























2 


















Charlevoix 




3 


















Clinton 












Delta *. 




4 
6 




6 




ESminet. 












Qladwin 
















I 






Hillsdale 






Houghton 












Ingham 
















1 
3 




2 


Isabella 


Jackson 






Kalamazoo 






Kalkaska 


\ 




Kent 










Lake 






Lapeer. .', 












Lenawee 






Livingston 






Luce. 


I 


1 

2 


liiackinac 








Manistee 






Marquette 


3 


7 


Mason 














Midland 
































1 
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DEER HUNTERS' LICEJJSES ISSUED BY COUNTIE^CONTINUIBD. 



J 

County. ^ 


Year 1901. 


Year 190->. 


Resident. 


Non- 
resident. 


Resident, 


Non- 
resident. 




62 
143 
274 
199 

26 

227 
43 

163 
51 

182 

67 

389 
97 
72 
71^ 

167 
119 
59 
178 
287 




66 
182 
308 
236 

72 

280 
48 
192 
100 
220 

86 
391 
126 
93 
79 

203 
140 
68 
236 
313 






1 




































1 


















10 


6 








































Wexford 














16,687 


49 


18,621 


53 





DEPARTMENTAL WORK. 

During the years 1901 and 1902, 3366 complaints for violations of the 
game and fish laws were investigated and 1577 prosecutions reported, 
resulting in 1258 convictions, 41 acquittals and 78 dismissals. 435 
seizures were reported, consisting principall}' of immature fish, illegal 
fishing apparatus and contraband game; all of which were disposed of 
in accordance with the order of the court before whom condemnation 
proceedings were had. 

The expense incurred by this department for the two years including 
salary and expenses of the warden and his deputies, clerical assistance, 
details of office maintenance, etc., amounted to $36,252.88. The in- 
creased expense for the past two years is due to the additional patrol by 
state deputies, which it was found necessary to maintain. Taking into 
consideration the number of cases handled, the patrol necessarily main- 
tained to protect the commercial fisheries, and the results obtained, 
the expenses of the department are far below those of any other state 
wherein anything like an equal amount of work is imposed. When we 
consider that the fines imposed during the two years, amounting to fl3,- 
013.65, with $12,129.70 collected from the sale of deer licenses, making a 
total of $25,143.35, which is a valid off-set we have a balance of only 
$11,079.53 as the net expense to the taxpayers of the State for the mainte- 
nance of the department. 

In computing the expense incurred, let us not forget that this is a de- 
partment for the enforcement of police regulations, from which no rev- 
enue can be directly derived. The fines imposed however revert to the 
library fund, which in turn goes to the reduction of the general school 
tax, thus making a direct return to the tax-payers. The license fees 
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collected are imposed only upon those who indulge in deer hunting, so 
that this amount, which is used for the maintenance of the department, 
is practically returned to the tax-payer, as it saves the amount from 
direct taxation, and my experience leads me to the conclusion that the 
department could be fully maintained and better equipped for the work 
if the Legislature would enact further and necessary license laws. 

The work of the department grows steadily from year to year as 
our population increases and the cost of properly maintaining it must 
necessarily increase, and I believe that the best way to meet this in- 
creased expense and properly maintain the department for thorough 
practical protection is from a revenue derived from licenses issued to 
those who participate in the sport. As an illustration of the steady in- 
crease in our army of sportsmen, a review of the licenses sold for the 
past flix years will be interesting. In 1897, when the present license law 
went into effect 11,867 resident and 44 non-resident deer hunter's licenses 
were issued; in 1898, 11,585 resident and 48, non-resident licenses were 
issued; in 1899, 12,758 resident and 93 non-resident licenses were issued; 
in 1900, 13,366 resident and 77 non-resident licenses were issued; in 1901, 
15,687 resident and 49 non-resident licenses were issued; in 1902, 
18,621 resident and 53 non-resident licenses were issued. Thus we see, 
that in the six years our resident hunters have increased more than 
sixty per cent. It is therefore evident that a moderate license is no bar 
to our sportsmen; and I believe our protective fund could be largely 
augmented by providing for a license, both resident and non-resident, 
for hunting game birds, as well as deer, during the open season. 

We need more deputies for the protection of our commercial fisheries 
alone, in continuous service, than are provided by the present law, and 
provision should be made at once for the increase of the deputy force of 
the department to at least twenty; and in order to get good men who are 
suitable for the work aild properly qualified, they should have continuous 
employment. Good men cannot be expected to work only a portion of 
the time in the department and depend upon finding employment else- 
where when not so engaged. I am thoroughly convinced that the State 
deputy should be paid a fixed salary of at least one thousand dollars 
per year, with a certain allowance for expenses. Under such a system 
good men would be willing to enter the service and spend their time, 
knowing that their compensation was fixed and their tenure safe if they 
properly performed their duties. By fixing a non-resident license fee 
of ten dollars and a resident fee of one dollar for hunting game birds 
in season, all such licenses to be issued by the State warden and the 
moneys so collected covered into the State treasury for the payment 
of deputy wardens and their expenses, a sufficient amount would be de- 
rived to fully compensate the increased -force of deputies. Another 
source of revenue for protection purposes, adopted in some of the 
states, is the licensing of commercial fishermen, and I believe that much 
good would accrue from the adoption of this practice in Michigan. We 
not only have the greatest number of miles of lake coast to patrol, but 
we have within our borders unquestionably the best fresh water fishing 
grounds in the world, and their protection and perpetuation is worthy 
of our most careful consideration. The commercial fishermen are direct- 
ly interested in the protection and perpetuation of their industry and I 
believe would willingly contribute a reasonable license fee for this pur- 
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pose, and I would respectfully recommend that a provision of this char- 
acter be adopted by the present legislature. I desire to further call your 
attention to the lack of provision in our statutes for the disposition of 
seizures. Under the present provision there is no direction except to 
make such disposition as the court before whom condemnation proceed- 
ings are had may order. I believe that this should be amended and pro- 
vision made whereby all seizures of contraband fish and game and ill^al 
fishing apparatus should be confiscated to the State and sold by the State 
warden at public or private sale and the proceeds covered into the State 
treasury for the benefit of the protection fund. From this source a goodly 
•revenue would accrue. 

The value of twenty deputies in continuous patrol throughout the State 
can hardly be measured, as their value comes not only from the number 
of cases which they are able to obtain for actual violations, but from the 
number of people who are deterred from violating by reason of their 
known presence in the field. The deterrent effect by active and con- 
tinuous patrol work is the proper way of measuring protection, for if we 
would practically protect our wild life, we should do so by deterring those 
carelessly inclined, rather than allowing them to proceed to an actual 
violation and suffer punishment as an example to others. A good example 
of this is given in the decreased prosecutions of commercial fishermen 
during the past season for taking and trafficing in immature fish, for 
while the incentive has been fully as great, the opportunities offered have 
been lessened by more careful and continuous patrol and the desired 
result, viz.: practically stopping the trafficing in these immature fish, 
has been attained. 

By reference to the table showing the department work by months, it 
will be observed that the number of complaints investigated has been 
about the same as for the two years previous ; the number of prosecutions 
begun however, has been considerably less, while the percentage of con- 
victions has materially increased, and the number of acquittals lowest of 
any biennial period in the history of the department; thus furnishing 
another elment of proof of increasing sentiment for the better observance 
and enforcement of our protection laws. 

I append herewith a statement of the work by months for the years 
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1901. 



January 

February — 

March 

AprU 

May 

June 

July 

August 

September .. 

October 

November. .. 
December.... 

Total 



January 

February — 

March 

April 

May 

June 

July 

August 

September . . 

October 

November. . . 
December... . 

Total. 



85 
88 
66 
269 

262 
168 
96 
76 

162 
224 
166 
112 



1,774 



118 
95 
101 



157 
108 
124 



185 
164 
167 
136 



1,592 



43 
38 
47 
111 

126 
94 
44 
17 

52 
109 
85 



848 



729 



102 
80 
33 
13 

33 
88 
57 
61 



634 



20 



21 



28 



144 



56 



322 



298 



29 
27 
13 
91 

110 
86 
40 
7 

20 
3d 
31 
35 



525 



431 



$412 45 
42 00 
279 85 
697 05 

1,056 67 
1,209 90 
466 12 
173 65 

427 48 
809 49 
750 48 
752 42 



$7, 077 56 



$520 95 
464 86 
434 04 
655 99 

476 91 

563 35 
278 35 
212 50 

418 02 
806 51 
598 80 
505 81 



$5, 936 09 



14 

9 
12 
25 

27 
32 
10 



4 
36 
24 
21 



216 



30 
8 
4 

22 

12 
10 
21 



14 
23 
51 
15 
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COUNTY WARDENS. 

Notwithstanding the fact that very few counties make provision for 
reasonable compensation for county deputies, I desire to acknowledge the 
valuable assistance rendered the department from this source. Many 
county deputies have actually performed good service without any hope 
of ever receiving a dollar's remuneration, and a fair percentage of the 
good work performed by the department should be credited to the zealous 
and unselfish work of the poorly paid county deputy. 

I believe that the counties should either be required to reasonably 
compensate their county wardens or the State warden should be relieved 
of the responsibility of appointing them. Many honest and well-meaning 
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county deputies request and procure appointment, work hard through the 
year and when their bills, which are almost invaribly reasonable and just, 
are presented to the boards of supervisors they are either cut unmercifully 
or disallowed as a whole, and this after the county has received the 
benefits of their labor. There are very few counties in the State at present 
but could well afford to /compensate the cotinty warden for his services ; 
it would be money well expended and would bring better return to the 
county in dollars and" cents than any other like expenditure. I believe 
this feature of the work should have your careful consideration— either 
compel the counties to compensate or relieve the State warden of the 
responsibility of appointing them. 



There is no greater source of annoyance to the effective work of this 
department than the numerous local acts which are in conflict with our 
general laws. While many of them are useful and should be made general, 
they are at the same time annoying and hard to enforce. For example, a 
county has a local act prohibiting the spearing of fish at any time in any 
of the waters of the county, but permitting the use of tip-ups or set lines 
through the ice during certain months of the year — an adjoining county, 
acting under the general law, has a prohibition of set lines in its inland 
lakes, but spearing through the ice of certain species of fish is permitted 
during certain winter months. These two counties, in close proximity, 
with only an imaginary line separating them, are amenable to two 
separate and distinct laws, and to keep in line and not conflict with the 
local fish laws of our State makes a pocket detective fully as necessary 
as did the currency during the period of "Wild-cat Banks," and I desire 
to urge a more careful scrutiny of the local acts, so numerously intro- 
duced in every legislature. We get our best results from uniform, general 
laws. What is good for the protiBction of fish in one county is good in 
another, and I believe that our fishing laws like our game laws, should be 
practically controlled by one uniform general law, and the sooner this 
result is obtained the sooner will we approach practical protection in both 
our inland and commercial fisheries. 

Much good has been accomplished by co-operation with the wardens of 
adjacent states, but much better results might be obtained if our laws 
were more uniform and I believe more care should be taken by the legis- 
latures of the several states to bring about more uniform laws, thus en- 
listing co-operation and better protection. As an illustration of the 
effect of uniform legislation, I call attention to the results obtained in 
the operation of the Lacey Act, a federal law which applies alike to all the 
states, and which has done so much toward stopping the illegal shipment 
of game. It is certainly a great help to practical protection. 

I take this opportunity to return thanks for co-operative services rend- 
ered by the wardens of Illinois, Wisconsin and Minnesota and to assure 
them that their efforts in this behalf have been thoroughly appreciated 
and reciprocated at every opportunity. 



During the past two years more deputies have been kept in the field and 
more active patrol maintained than during any other biennial period in 
'the history of the department and_ necessarily at larger expense, but the 
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results obtained, I feel, have fully justified the expenditure, and if the 
number of State deputies were increased to twenty, with a fixed salary, 
the individual expenses would be materially lessened, as it would not be 
necessary to move them such long distances to cover the territory, and as 
I indicated in a former report, these deputies could perform valuable serv- 
ices to the forestry commission, without interference with their duties 
as game warden, and as these two departments are dependent one upon 
the other I deem it your duty to give this suggestion your most cai*eful 
consideration. Now is the time to act in this matter, and the extra 
expenditure will be returned many tim^s to the people of the State in the 
saving and perpetuation of this valuable asset. 

I cannot say too much of the good work rendered the department by the 
state deputies during my term, and I take this opportunity to thank them 
for the interest they have shown in the service, and with their number in- 
creased to twenty, with a suitable patrol boat provided and maintained 
for the better protection of our commercial fisheries, and the forestry and 
game departments working together for the common good, the preserva- 
tion and perpetuation of our wild life will be assured, and I urge upon 
you the necessity for taking this action before it is everlastingly too late. 

POLLUTION OP PUBLIC WATERS. 

No question of greater gravity confronts the people of Michigan and 
other states as well, than that of sewerage. Within the last few years 
rapid strides have been made in our commercial life and new and great 
industries have come to our State. Large plants with improved methods 
for the manufacture of paper from various materials, including wood 
pulp, chemical plants and beet sugar factories, all using large volumes of 
waiter in their processes, which is necessarily contaminated to a greater 
or less degree, and in this condition is returned to the streams of our 
State. These inland streams constitute the natural drainage system of 
the State and all sewage from city and factory is necessarily turned into 
them, and the question which confronts us now seems to be largely one of 
limitation; that is, the extent to which this sewerage (which contains 
large quantities of organic matter and poisonous material) may be con- 
veyed into our public waters without first destroying the fish life therein 
and ul timately contaminating the water supply of our people to the ex- 
tent of producing contagions and injuring and menacing human life as 
well. Much attention has been given this subject during the past two 
years by the department, and while our laws are wholly inadequate, great 
good has been accomplished. The greatest danger seems to lie in the beet 
sugar and chemical plants, which turn back to the streams large quantities 
of organic and deleterious matter, which has been conclusively shown to 
be very injurious to fish life. This difficulty, however, can be easily cared 
for at a slight additional expense to the manufacture, by inaugurating a 
system of settling basins and filters, which will eliminate the deleterious 
matter and sufficiently attenuate their sewerage as to render it practically 
harmless; and I would recommend that the law be so amended as to re- 
quire the beet sugar manufacturers, chemical plants and pulp mills now 
in operation or to be constructed, to provide sufficient settling basins and 
filters to insure the practical elimination of all deleterious matter before 
returning their sewage to the public waters. 
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In this behalf I desire to say that, with very few exceptions, the owners 
of these industries have readily and cheerfully complied with my requests 
for the betterment of their plants, and the conditions show a marked im- 
provement during the past two years. 



The splendid benefits to this department from the assistance rendered 
by protective organizations throughout the State can hardly be measured, 
and appeals to sportsmen for organization have been promptly responded 
to, and to-day nearly every county has a live, active protective association,' 
the effect of which is clearly and substantially shown in the workings of 
the department and the increased sentiment for the better observance of 
our protective laws, and I desire to express my thanks for the valuable 
assistance rendered the department during my term by these associations, 
and I trust they will continue to increase their membership and useful- 
ness until every true sportsman and lover of wild life within our borders 
shall become a member anl harmonious worker for the common good. 

I desire to further acknowlecjge the assistance rendered by the co- 
operation of the League of American Sportsmen, which organization now 
reaches into nearly every state in the Union and is certainly doing yeoman 
service for practical protection. 



The requirement of the new law for the special markings of all packages 
containing protected game or game birds has worked admirably in »the 
interest of better protection and aided very materially in running down 
illegal shippers, and this feature should be incorporated in our fish law as 
well. There can certainly be no hardship in plainly marking the contents 
of the package and the name of the consignor and consignee as well, 
making all shipments not properly marked contraband and subject to 
seizure and confiscation by the warden. This in my judgment would 
practically stop the trafficing in immature fish, and I urge upon you the 
importance of the passage of such a provision. 

I desire to express thanks to the transportation companies for the assist- 
ance, they have rendered in co-operating with the department for the legal 
transportation of game and fish. It has certainly been a great aid in 
putting a stop to illegal shipments. During the past season not a single 
carcass of deer was lost to the owner, to my knowledge, except when 
shipped under cover without the proper markings, and must be acknowl- 
edged as commendatory on the part of the transportation companies for 
extraordinary service. 



Believing that the indiscriminate granting of permits for the taking of 
protected wild life was not consistent with practical protection I dis- 
continued the practice and during the past year have not granted a single 
permit other than to teachers of ornithology and zoology in our public 
schools, and excepting in these game birds, wherein an open season is pro- 
vided for their taking, and as well those species of song and insectiverous 
birds as were becoming rare. 
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Seventeen permits have been graiyted within the past two years, four- 
teen in 1901 and three in 1902. 

PROSECUTING OFFICERS. 

I could not conclude without expressing my gratitude to the prosecut- 
ing oflScers of the several counties for their hearty co-operation and 
splendid services rendered for protection. A prosecuting officer whose 
heart is right, can do more to mould public sentiment for a better observ- 
ance of protective laws than is possible through any other agency, and 
to many of them I feel under personal obligations for the special work 
they have done in this behalf. The sheriffs of the several counties are 
also entitled to great credit for co-operative work. 

In conclusion, I have only to say that I have endeavored to give a care- 
ful review of the work of the department, urging action only where ex- 
perience has taught me that it is most necessary. Our general laws are 
among the best that I have had the pleasure of examining and with the 
few amendments herein suggested and elimination of local acts, keeping 
in mind the necessity for uniform general laws, I leave the matter with 
you believing that in your wisdom you will give the questions submitted 
all necessary consideration and Michigan's game and fish laws will be 
made better and continue in the lead as the most wholesome and effec- 
tive for the better protection and perpetuation of our wild life. 

.... 

RECAPITULATION. 

1901. 1902. Total. 

!Number of reported violations investigated 1,774 1,592 3,366 

i^umber of prosecutions begun 848 729 1,577 

l^^umber of convictions 634 624 1,258 

INumber of acquittals 20 21 41 

Number of dismissals 50 28 78 

Number of arrests for violating game laws 322 298 620 

Number of arrests for violating fish laws . 525 431 956 

Number of arrests for resisting an officer 1 1 

Eesident licenses issued 15,687 18,621 34,308 

Non-resident licenses issued 49 53 102 

Amount paid into State Treasury from , 

resident licenses $4,410 73 $4,869 97 $9,280 70 

Amount paid into State Treasury from 

non-resident licenses 1,363 00 1,486 00 2,849 00 

In addition to the above amounts there was 

paid into the several cou^ty treasuries 

from the sale of resident licenses 3,921 75 4,655 25 8,577 00 



RECEIPTS. 



Eevenue from sale of deer hunting licenses $12,129 70 

Pines and costs imposed 13,013 65 

Total receipts $25,143 35 
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GXPENI^ITUBBS. 

Salary of State warden. ?2,000 00 f 2,000 00 $4,000 00 

Office and traveling expenses 2,853 84 3,076 57 5,930 41 

Salary of chief deputy 1,500 00 1,500 00 3,000 00 

Traveling expenses 1,312 54 2,056 74 3,369 28 

Per diem and expense of State deputies. . 8,664 11 11,289 08 19,953 19 



Total expense of department $36,252 88 

GRANT M. MORSE, 
State Game and Fish Warden. 

Portland, Mich., January, 1903. 
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LETTER OF TRANSMITTAL. 



STATE OF MICHIGAN, 
Department of State, 
Lansing, January 25, 1905. 

To the Honorable, the Legislature: 

In compliance with the provisions of Section 6 of Act No. 28 of the Public 
Acts of 1887, entitled ' 'An act to provide for the appointment of a Game 
and Fish Warden and to prescribe his powers and duties," I have the 
honor to transmit herewith such portions of the monthly reports of the State 
Game and Fish Waiden as are deemed of interest to the public. 

Very respectfully, 
GEORGE A. PRESCOTT, 

Secretary of State. 
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REPORT. 



Sault Ste. Marie, Mich. 
January 23, 1905. 

To the Secretary of State, Lansing, Michigan: 

The law providing for the appointment of a State Game and Fish Warden 
prescribes that the Secretary of State shall cause the monthly reports'of said 
warden, or so much thereof as may be of interest, to be transmitted to the 
legislature when in session. It has been the practice of the warden to arrange 
such report, which I forward to you herewith. 

Yours respectfully, 

, CHARLES H. CHAPMAN, 
State Game and Fish Warden. 

The appointment of the present State Game and Fish Warden was made 
on the 16th day of March, 1903. The office records and furniture were not 
received until after the first of April. Nearly the entire month of April was 
occupied in arranging the records and adjusting the force of State deputies 
to operate in accordance with the funds remaining on hand when the office 
was finally turned over. March 16, 1903, only about $2,000.00 remained 
in the fund for the employment of the State deputies for the remainder of 
that year. The several bills contracted in October, November and Decem- 
ber of 1903 were paid in December from the proceeds of the sale of deer license 
moneys turned into the State treasury which reduced the amount avaUable 
for work for the year 1904 to that extent, thus creating a shortage for 
• the November and December work the past year and likewise the bills for 
those two months were paid from the proceeds of the sale of deer licenses 
for 1904, thus reducing to that extent the funds available for the work for the 
year 1905. The work has been prosecuted with vigqr. What success has 
attended the efforts of the State Warden is due entirely to the deputies and 
the many game protective associations and individuals throughout the State 
who have worked earnestly and furnished the department with information 
which has led to the apprehending of many violators and prevented many 
violations. The good work of a deputy cannot be measured by the number of 
arrests and convictions he secures. During the past two years, one of the very 
best protected sections of the State has been Houghton county and com- 
paratively few arrests were made there. The activity of deputy W. H. Vivian 
was a constant warning to those who had any inclination to violate the 
law that speedy justice would be the reward of the violator. The de- 
partment has been assisted in its work by harmonious action and reciprocal 
advice from the fish and game departments of Ontario, Ohio, Indiana, Illi- 
nois and Wisconsin. Many violators close to the borders or across the bor- 
ders of a neighboring state or province have been brought to justice through 
"the mutual understanding and work of the officials named. 
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SUMMARIZED STATEMENT OF DEPARTMENT WORK. 



Month. 

March 

April , 

May. 

June 

July 

August 

September 

October 

November 

December 

Totals 



1904. 

January 

February 

March 

April 

my. 

June 

July 

August 

September 

October 

November 

December 

Totals 



47 
143 
197 
141 

100 
67 
94 
129 
169 
111 



1,198 



99 
35 
97 
154 
113 
117 

89 
103 
147 
126 
123 
103 



15 
71 
139 



39 
20 
35 
50 
100 
74 



609 



1,306 614 



15 
53 
121 
52 

37 
19 
23 
44 
72 
66 



502 



49 
6 
40 
40 
22 
57 

22 
67 
55 
45 
45 
67 



495 



22 



41 



85 



48 



30 



254 



317 



I 



11 
47 
116 
48 

30 
14 
22 
22 
25 
20 



355 



18 

11 
38 
21 
69 

27 
59 
21 
15 
8 
20 



297 



RECAPITULATION. 

Whole amount of fines collected from March 16, 1903 to December 31st, 1904 $14,435 62 

Whole number of cases investigated from March 16, 1903 to December 31, 1904, not including a large 

number of false reports not reported 2 , 504 

Prosecutions, March 16, 1903 to December 31, 1904 1 , 210 

Convictions. March 16, 1903 to December 31, 1904. 997 

Seizures, March 16, 1903 to December 31, 1904 359 

Cases pending 30 

Receipts from condemned and confiscated property turned into the State Treasury 807 44 

In addittion to the above a large amount of immature whitefish and trout and other fish illegally taken were returned 

to the waters uninjured, estimated at 40 tons or in value 4 , 500 00 

The estimated amount of fish seized, condemned and confiscated and sent to State and charitable institutions is 25 tons, 

valued at 2,600 00 

More than 40 carcasses of deer valued at $800 have been seized, condemned and distributed to State and charitable"^ g [■ P* 
institutions. ■ r 

About 100 partridges, 100 ducks and other game valued at $200.00 have been seized, condemned and distributed 3 [; * * 
to State and charitable institutions. f 
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THB COMMERCIAL FISHERIES. 

Earnest attention has been given to the commercial fishing interests of the 
Great Lakes. The shore liAe of the State is about 2,000 miles and the indus- 
try is important to those who have embarked therein and made large invest- 
ments in fishing appliances and other property necessary to carry on their 
business. The thirteenth biennial report of the State Board of Fish Commis- 
sioners is the only direct information obtainable relative to the number of 
persons directly employed, amount of money invested in the business and 
the yearly returns from this industry. As indicated by the report, 4,439 
persons were directly employed in fishing at that time. This number has 
now greatly increased as well as the large number indirectly employed and 
receiving benefits therefrom. The amount of money invested in the fishing 
business at the time the thirteenth biennial report was published was given at 
$1,021,983.59, while the value of the fish taken in one year was $709,831.91 
and these values have undoubtedly multiplied since that report. Later 
information received from the Michigan Fish Commission gives the number 
. of commercial fish caught in the Great Lakes for the year 1900 as shown by 
the records of the Commission as follows: 



Whitefish 3,460,280 pounds 

Lake trout 6,458,870 pounds 

Pikeperch 1,741,100 pounds 

Herring 13,068,525 pounds 

Sturgeon 176,535 pounds 

Bass 137,350 pounds 

Saugers 208,150 pounds 

Perch 4,030,800 pounds 

Suckers 2,650,400 pounds 

Catfish 310,786 pounds 

All others 1,743,510 pounds 

Caviare 24,799 pounds 



The fishing industry is increasing from year to year and, in my judgment, 
can only be preserved by the enactment and strict enforcement of uniform 
laws of all the States and Canada, bordering on the Great Lakes. In this 
connection a meeting was called by Hon. S T. Bastedo, deputy Commissioner 
of Fisheries of Qntario, and invitations were sent to the fish commissioners 
and fish and game wardens of New York, Pennsylvania, Ohio, Michigan, 
Indiana, Illinois, Wisconsin and Minnesota to meet in Detroit March 8, 1904. 
The meeting was held on the date announced and representatives from Ontario, 
Pennsylvania, Ohio and Michigan were present, while letters were received 
from the wardens and commissioners of the other states named, bordering 
on the Great Lakes, promising hearty co-operation in any movement looking 
toward uniform legislation, for the preservation of the food fishes, and the 
perpetuation of the fishing industry. Mr. Bastedo, representing the Ontario, 
government was chosen to preside over the meeting and earnestly appealed 
for speedy uniform action on the part of all interested in this important meas- 
ure. Mr. Bastedo, in referring to the lower lake fishing in part said: ' The 
Ontario Government has early recognized that the fishermen are each year 
going behind, and the yield of our Great Lakes fisheries is annually becoming 
less, that we cannot shut our eyes to the fact that this is the consequent result 
of the excessive fishing which has been carried on for the last half century, 
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and which if continued must result in their complete annihilation, and the 
time has come when the question cannot longer be flirted with. It has re- 
solved itself into this: There must be immediate intervention on the part 
of the two great countries which these waters unite, whose sacred duty it is 
to devise means, and to take steps which will prevent such a calamity — 
steps which will ensure to our children's children their rightful heritage; 
steps which, while having these objects mainly in view, must not stifle, but 
encourage and develop an industry by which is supplied one of our most whole- 
some and nutritious of foods. Speaking for this Province, we believe that 
it would be possible, by the union of forces to yet establish the fisheries of 
these Great Lakes on a basis of permanency and increased productiveness, 
one not only in perfect harmony with the public interest, but with the interest 
of those engaged in the industry." 

In the general recommendation adopted at this meeting for uniform laws, 
it was found that the general fish laws of Michigan were in the main what was 
desired, with few exceptions relative to locality, difference of seasons, 
temperature of water, specie of fish, etc. But few minor changes in the Mich- 
igan law will be required to meet the general ideas expressed for a uniform 
law. 

DEPARTMENT WORK WITH COMMERCIAL FISHERIES. 

The present State Warden has endeavored to visit personally the entire 
coast line of Michigan and confer with the fishermen relative to the existing 
laws and their desires for future legislation. But a few miles of the shore line 
of Lakes Michigan, Huron and Superior have not been visited, and but few 
of the commercial fishermen have not been seen. Recognizing the intimation 
coming from the Michigan Legislature of the great importance of the com- 
mercial fishing interests and the enforcement of the laws governing the same, 
the first opportunity was taken to commence this work. 

Following is a complete history of the boats employed and the cost of each 
from March 16, 1903, to December 31, 1904. 

STATEMENT SHOWING STEAMBOAT, GAS LAUNCH AND SAIL BOAT EXPENSES 
FOR INSPECTION WORK RELATIVE TO COMMERCIAL FISHERIES AND 
ENFORCING THE LAWS GOVERNING THE SAME. 

1903. 

April — .Elmo Kibby, rent of gasoline boat and engineer three and one-half days at $6 . 00 per day 

Rowboat three and one-half days ^ 

Four fishermen, rent of pond net boat and wages for lifting and burning nets and assorting fish 

two days each, eight days, at $1.50 

Rent of pond net boat 

Small boat rental, Hendrie, Tahquamemon Rivers, ten days at 60 cents 

Cartage and express on boat 

Express on two boxes of fish to U. P. Hospital at Newberry 

Richard Murphy, for icing, packing and shipping fish to Newberry and drying nets 

liCay, June and July— Inspection work on Green Bay, Lakes 'Michigan and Huron. Steamboat Yolante, 

mduding supplies, repairs and wages of crew 

Towing Volante 

July—John Freshette, services, sailboat and sailor, four days at $2.50 per day 

Aug.— Inspection work on Lake Superior. Tug Dimmick, including coal, and crew except loook, 

11 days 

Cook, twelve days at $2.00 

Supplies for tug Dimmick.. . . '. 

Sept.— James Wood of Mt. Clemens, use of gasoline boat on St. Clair Plats, and services of engineer, 
one and one-half days 

Oct. — S. W. Kirwin, services self and gasoline boat on Lake Superior, one-half day , 

John Wacton, self and gasoline boat on Munising bay, one day 

Nov — Elmo Kibby, gasoline boat and engineer, at West Neebish and Hay Lake, one day 

Chas. St. Louis, Wyandotte, gasoline boat to Fighting Island fisheries and return 

Gasoline launch, Marquette, close season work 



$21 00 




1 00 




12 00 




1 00 




5 00 




2 15 




1 20 




4 65 


$48 00 


665 65 




8 00 


673 65 


10 00 


10 00 


275 00 




24 00 




50 86 


349 86 


12 00 


12 00 


5 00 




10 00 


15 00 


7 00 




2 00 




5 00 


14 00 
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Dec. — TueThompeon on Lake Superior, llj hours at $4.00 per hour $46 00 

H. D. Benham, lifting, drajfing and watching nets, three days , 600 

Tug J. H. Martin, Charlevoix, dose season work on Lake Michigan, six days 200 00 $252 00 

Total expenses for 1903 $1 , 374 51 



1904. 

May —Andrew Jacobs, self and gasoline launch on St . Mary's river one day, $8 00 $8 00 

Steamer Fanny H. of Cheboygan, inspection work in Lake Huron, including captain and 

engineer, 7i days 91 78 

Supphes for Fanny H.,mcluding coal 60 07 141 85 

July— Inspection work on Lake Michigan. George Christinas, self and gasoline launch, li days 7 60 7 50 

Nov.— Inaction work Lake Superior, St. Mary*! River. Lake Huron, Straits of Mackinac, Saginaw, 
Bay and River, St. Clair Lake and River, Lake Erie to State line: 

Gasoline boat Frances from May 15th to Nov. Ist inclusive, 5i months at $150.00 825 00 

This amount is to apply on purchase price, providing the state decides to purchase the boat 
"Frances " within one year from date of lease, for the optional price of $1800.00. 

Supplies for boat "Frances" 321 42 

Repairs 193 51 

Gasoline engineer for 5i months 125 50 1,465 43 

Gasoline fish tug, services on Saginaw Bay and Quanicassee River, including crew and supplies 2^ 

days 35 50 35 50 

Steamer Searchlight, Harbor Springs, induding crew and supplies, dose season work, Lake Michi- 
gan, six days at $60.00 per day 360 00 360 00 

Tug R. H. Weideman, cbse season work on Lake Michigan and Lake Huron, induding crew and 
suppUes four days at $50.00 per day 200 00 200 00 

Total expense for 1904 $2,218 28 



One hundred and twenty-four nets valued at $5,289.00 were seized, con- 
demned and burned by order of the court, since March 16, 1903. 

Value. 

Two dip nets $4 00 

Forty-one hoop nets 410 00 

Fourteen pond nets 1,400 00 

Six seines 300 00 

Thirty-nine gill nets 975 00 

Twenty-one trap nets 2,100 00 

One submarine net 100 00 

Total value $5,289 00 

The number and kinds of nets returned to the owners, upon the advice 
of the Governor, prosecuting attorneys and pending suits, are as follows: 

Two hundred and twenty gill nets, returned to owners 
pending suits, receipts taken for same, value of which 
is $11,000 00 

One hundred and forty-six large new deep water trap 
nets returned to owners on advice of Governor, value.. 15,000 00 

Thirty-eight trap nets, returned to owners on advice of 
prosecuting attorneys, valued at 3,800 00 . 

Thirteen pond nets, returned to owners on advice of 
prosecuting attorneys, valued at 1,300 00 

Total value of nets seized and returned to^owners. $31,100 00 

RECOMMENDATIONS IN BRIEF. 

I would recommend uniform laws governing commercial fishing interests 
in all the waters within the boundary lines of this State. 

A law requiring all commercial fishermen to report monthly under oath, to 
the State Warden the number and kind of nets and boats owned or operated 
by them. The location of their nets, boats and such other information con- 
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cerning their^fishing appliance as shall be required by the State Game and 
Fish Warden, who shall furnish printed blanks upon which to make such 
report. 

Provision [for a staunch, light draft, seaworthy fish tug or patrol boat 
furnished with a modem steam gill net lifter. The presence of such a boat 
in the straits of Mackinac or at some other convenient point from which the 
fishing grounds in any of the three Great Lakes, Michigan, Huron and Superior 
could be reached in a few hours, would, in my judgment, be the best influence 
over the violator and compel a strict observance of the laws. 



Vrom the most reliable information obtainable there were 22,000 deer 
killed in this State during the hunting season of 1903. Sixteen thousand of 
this number were killed in the upper peninsula. The season of 1904 was not 
favorable for the hunter, owing to the absence of snow until late in the month 
of November, also the number of deer appeared to have greatly diminished 
in the forests, and the most careful estimate showed the killing of but 7,000 
for the last season. From reports from deputies, hunters, and woodsmen 
throughout the upper peninsula it is evident that the number of wolves has 
greatly increased in almost every locality in the north country. The absence 
of young deer life in the woods, and the numerous signs of the presence of the 
.wolf bears out this. I would recommend the limiting of the deer killed by 
one person to two and the increase of the bounty on wolves to $30.00, also 
an increase of the bounty on lynx and wild cat to $10.00 each. All of these 
noxious animals are very destructive to deer and bird life. I would further 
recommend that the law be so changed that each non-resident hunter killing 
two deer under a non-resident hunter's license be permitted, under proper 
restrictions, to take such deer beyond the limits of this State. Such a pro- 
vision would be similar to the laws of other states, working under the license 
system and, in my judgment, would be honorable, equitable and would in- 
crease our game protection fund to the amount of several thousand dollars 
each year. 

The whole number of resident deer licenses sold in 1903 was 19,121, which 
produced a revenue in whole of $14,340.75, one-third of which was retained 
by the county clerks who sold the licenses, one-third of the amount was 
turned into the various county treasuries, and the remaining one-third of the 
amount or $4,780.25 was turned into the State treasury. To this amount is 
to be added the amount received from non-resident licenses which was 
$1,113.75, making a total for 1903 of $5,894.00. 

The amount received in 1904 for the sale of 21,091 resident deer licenses 
was $15,818.25, one-third of which was turned into the State treasury 
amounting to $5,272 . 75 to which is added the amount of non-resident license 
fund turned into the State treasury which was $1,262.25 making a total 
receipt for 1904 of $6,535.00 and a total from this source for 1903 and 1904 
amounting to $12,429.00. 

Amount received from county treasurers, not previously reported, $1,710.40, 
making a total for 1903 and 1904 of $14,139.40. 
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County. 



Alcona. 

Alger 

Allegan 

Alpena 

Antrim 

Arenac 

Baraga 

Barry 

Bay 

Benzie 

Berrien 

Branch 

Calhoun 

Cass 

Charlevoix 

Cheboygan 

Chippewa 

Clare 

Clinton 

Crawford 

Delta 

Dickinson 

Eaton 

Emmet 

Creneaee 

Gladwin 

Gogebic 

Grand Traverse. 
Gratiot 

Hillsdale 

Houghton 

Huron 

Ingham 

Ionia 

Iosco 

Iron 

Isabella 

'Jackson 

Kalamazoo 

KftlkftakA. 

Kent 

Keweenaw 

Lake 

Lapeer 

Leelanaw 

Lenawee 

Livingston 

Luce. 

Mackinac 

Macomb 

Manistee 

Marquette 

Mason 

Mecosta 

Menominee 

Midland 

Missaukee 

Monroe 

Montcalm 



Year 1903. 



Resident. 



121 
533 
106 
283 

354 
60 

442 
57 

167 

76 
113 

43 
128 

41 

355 
498 
1,063 
23 
94 

202 
735 
852 
95 
728 

116 
59 
432 
168 
118 

55 
1,370 
35 
90 
118 

306 
571 
64 
97 
92 

267 
182 
116 
10 
144 

35 
88 
49 
231 
386 

93 
60 
1,942 
29 
65 

602 
60 
51 
46 

119 



Non- 
resident. 



Year 1904. 



Resident. 



191 
582 
113 



423 
92 

523 
61 

132 



126 
48 
120 



511 
1,148 
58 
113 

J)2 
• 849 
822 
120 
655 

163 
74 
455 
189 
161 

64 
1,617 
28 
114 
126 

305 
549 
87 
131 
104 

247 
202 
176 
10 
183 

29 
82 
62 
256 
351 

86 
36 
2,064 
28 
67 

576 
71 
71 
75 

134 
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DEER HUNTERS' LICENSES ISSUED BY COUNTIES .—Concluded. 



County. 


Year 1903, 


Year 1904.. 


Resident. 


Non- 
resident . 


Resident. 


Non- 
resident • 




150 

39 
16 
138 
45 

265 
481 
91 
50 
350 

35 
195 

43 
182 

83 

511 
118 
108 
57 
170 

114 
57 
277 
111 




208 
40 
24 

175 
43 

325 
617 
98 
63 
352 

63 
193 

47 
229 

75 

604 
134 
111 
79 
203 

154 
60 
383 
116 






























2 
























1 








1 






















6 


5 




St. Clair 




































Wexford. 














19,121 


45 


21.091 


51 





THE LICENSE LAW. 

I would earnestly recommend a small license for the general hunter and 
upon the rod fishermen angling for the specie of fish the State is propagating 
and planting in the inland waters. Such a law carefully framed would not 
interfere with the farmer or those who look upon the inland lake and stream 
as the ' 'poor man's pork barrel. " As stated by Dr. T. S. Palmer, assistant 
in charge of game preservation in the U. S. Department of Agriculture, * *Two 
of the most important problems of practical game protection are how to enforce 
the laws and how to secure the funds necessary for the purpose. Without 
funds it is manifestly impossible either to provide or maintain the service 
required to carry the laws into effect; and if no serious effort is made to secure 
compliance with the law public interest in game protection flags until it be- 
comes difficult to secure either appropriations or such legislation as will yield 
revenue for warden service. The most successful method for raising funds 
thus devised is a system of licenses which in effect amounts to a direct tax 
on those who hunt." 

Michigan was the first State to adopt the practical license law in a small 
way. Wisconsin followed with a greatly improved system and Illinois fol- 
lowed Wisconsin with improvements on the law. During the year 1903 
Maine collected license fees amounting to more than $25,000, Wisconsin 
$90,000 and Illinois nearly $100,000. Some of these States derive these 
moneys largely from non-resident and others principally from resident 
licenses. This system is advocated and will have the support of the best 
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sportsmen's associations in the State. A small license system would make 
the department more than seK sustaining each year. 



INLAND LAKES AND STREAMS. 



It is noticeable in nearly every part of the State that public sentiment is 
increasing toward better protection for the fish in the inland lakes and streams. 
The last session of the Legislature passed an act for screening the outlets 
and inlets to Walled Lake in Oakland county. It was necessary to place 
seven screens across that number of places around the lake to prevent the 
fish at high water from going out upon the marshes and casting spawn which 
would have been destroyed when the waters receded. The total <5ost of 
erecting these screens was 823 . 30, the payment of which was divided equally 
between the two townships in which this lake is located. The citizens in 
that vicinity regard the fish in this lake as of considerable conrniercialj value, 
. not for direct sale but in the manner in which good fishing there calls summer 
visitors from the cities to this lake. Summer boarders for the hotels and 
farmers in that vicinity , in addition to a number of cottages around the lake 
occupied by families from the city has created a good home market for the 
produce of the farmers and the citizens there are guarding the source of their 
income in no uncertain manner. The same conditions are true of numerous 
other lakes and streams throughout the State and many visitors are annually 
attracted to Michigan from numerous other states and countries. The direct 
benefit to the people of Michigan by reason of the great number of non-resi- 
dents coming into the State to fish can hardly be estimated, although the 
amount of money thus brought into the State has been estimated at more 
than one million dollars annually. The propagation of fish for the re- 
stocking of inland lakes and streams and their proper protection is a question 
for the most serious consideration of our peoples' representatives in the Legis- 
lature. 



The winter of 1903-4 proved very disastrous to the quail. But few small 
coveys are reported from^ various sections of southern Michigan, where for 
years these game birds appeared to be increasing. Could some protective 
measure be provided until their number again increases, I believe, would be 
wise and meet the desire of those interested in game protection. 



While in many localities of Michigan the partridge are reported quite 
plentiful some restrictive measure, in my judgment, should be provided against 
the large slaughter of these birds which has been reported to have taken 
place for the past two years. The deputies located along the lines of the 
D. & M. R. R. and the M. C. R. R. conservatively estimated that more than 
sixteen thousand partridges were shipped south over these two lines of rail- 
roads during the open season just passed, one man alone taking seven 
hundred and ninety-eight partridges from one of the upper counties to his 
home in Mt. Clemens. 



During the past two years individuals and companies have imported into 
the State several species of desirable game birds and animals. Notably the 
Cleveland Cliffs Iron Co. has imported and placed upon Grand Island in 
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Lake Superior two hundred Capercailzie and Black game from Norway and 
Sweden, also two hundred grouse from Manitoba, also has ' imported and 
hatched several hundred pheasants. This company has also importied and 
placed upon the Island a number of animals such as muley and black-tailed 
deer, antelope and mountain sheep. These birds and animals will soon find 
their way to the mainland, and a strict prohibitive law against the destruction 
or molestation of such birds and animals for a period of years will not only 
encourage further importation but will ensure some of these importations 
becoming plentiful in Michigan. 



The island of Bois Blanc in the straits of Mackinac, should, in my judgment, 
be perpetually closed against the hunters. The deer should have some place 
of rest within the borders of the State where they cannot be hounded and 
hunted. Such a law, I am led to beUeve, would meet the approval of the • 
inhabitants of the island, those who have summer homes there and the public 
generally who are interested in that section of the State. 



The closed season for beaver has proved very beneficial to this industrious 
little animal. At the time the legislature enacted the protective beaver law, 
this valuable fur-bearing animal was nearly extinct in this State. Their 
working is now noticeable throughout the northern portion of the State. 
The re-enactment of the protective beaver law for a period of four years more, 
would I beUeve again give the animal a firm hold in Michigan. 



In my judgment the law should be changed to prohibit the killing or molest- 
ing of all fur-bearing animals, (excepting the noxious animals,) from the first 
day of May until the fifteenth day of November thereafter. 



A slight change in the game laws making one date for the opening of the 
season on all game birds and animals, excepting deer, would in my judgment 
greatly assist this department in enforcing the laws. 



Complaints and protests come from nearly every section of the State against 
Sunday shooting. Citizens who desire to spend the Sabbath in quiet rest 
as well as numerous religious services have been greatly annoyed and dis- 
turbed by those who have little or no regard for the rights of others. From 
careful observation it is evident there are more violations of the game laws on 
Sunday than any other two days of a week. In the upper peninsula it is a 
noticeable fact that along the line of every railroad and emerging from nearly 
every timber camp, on Sunday mornings, men may be seen with their rifles, 
during the summer and autumn months, going into the woods. This at a 
season when no game animal or bird can be legally killed. A prohibitive 
Sunday hunting law I believe would meet with general approval. 



BOIS BLANC ISLAND. 



THE BEAVEB. 



FUR-BEARING ANIMALS. 



UNIFORM CLOSED SEASON. 



SUNDAY SHOOTING. 
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CARELESS SHOOTING. 

The law enacted by the legislature of 1903 providing a severe penalty for 
the careless and recldess hunter has certainly proven to be a wise measure. 
Careful inquiry discloses the careless shooting and kiUing of but one man in 
Michigan during the hunting season of 1903 and but one during the season 
of 1904. 

LOCAL ACTS. 

RepeaUng all local acts where one general law will meet the requirements 
will assist the department materially in the enforcement of the law. As the 
local acts are now in force much confusion in the work has been caused in the 
past. 

HUNTING RABBITS WITH FERRETS. 

Many citizens of Michigan especially those residing in the, southern 
counties are desirous of having a law enacted to prohibit the hunting of 
rabbits with ferrets. There are local acts with such provisions, now in force 
covering the counties of Oakland, Washtenaw, Wayne, Charlevoix, St. Clair 
and Lake. From the information furnished upon this subject I am of the 
opinion that should such a law be passed covering the entire State it would 
meet with general approval. 

PROHIBIT THE SALE OF CERTAIN FISH. 

A law prohibiting the sale of or taking for shipment beyond the boundaries 
of this State speclded trout, land-locked salmon, grayling, Calif ornia trout, 
Lochleven trout or steel head trout, also any black, strawberry, green or 
white bass at all times would in my judgment, be a protective measure that 
would be generally approved. 
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StcUemerU showing salary f personal and ojfice expense of Chas. H, Chapman , State Warden. 



IvUo. 


Personal 
Exp. 


Office 
Exp. 




$45 00 

38 51 
75 28 

71 87 
7 35 

42 82 
88 42 

72 77 
88 15 
33 38 


$47 50 

118 98 
58 16 
73 57 
77 12 
140 76 
45 50 
113 68 
128 98 
155 82 


April 1 to 30 


MaTr 1 71 








QAn-t-AmViAV 1 OA 












$563 55 


$960 07 








$1,586 10 






T 1 * 01 


$83 75 
23 48 
43 71 
69 53 

46 97 
90 09 
63 60 

8 00 

47 19 
60 63 
76 21 


$118 79 

70 76 
42 10 
96 97 
54 83 

57 95 
65 72 
78 80 

58 14 
77 90 

107 25 
61 54 


February 1 to 29 




Aprillto30 


\fov 1 f n Q1 


June 1 to 30. 
















Totals 


$693 28 


$890 75 








$2,000 00 




1 
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Statement showing salary and expense of Charles E. Brewster , chief deputy. 



1903. 


Salary. 


Expense. 




$66 67 
123 60 
127 80 
123 60 
126 40 
126 40 
122 20 
126 40 
122 20. 
126 40 


$103 54 
129 07 
152 43 
206 20 

40 00 
104 35 

72 06 
160 93 
213 92 
128 03 




May 1 to 31 




July 1 to 31.... 






October 1 to 31 .* 








Totals 


$1,191 67 


$1,310 53 




1904. 


$127 70 
119 60 
127 7% 
123 60 
127 80 
123 60 
126 40 
126 40 
122 20 
126 40 
61 10 


$37 79 
54 93 
95 19 
98 65 
93 72 
117 40 
106 76 
101 91 

19 57 
49 01 




March 1 to 31 


A < X— OA 


May 1 to 31 


June 1 to 30 


July 1 to 31 ■ 






October 1 to 31 


November 1 to 15 




Totals. 


$1,312 50 


$774 93 




• 

SteUement showing salary and expense of Charles K. Hoyt^ chief deputy. 


1904. 


Salary. 


Expense. 




$61 10 
126 40 


$61 20 
114 37 






Totals 


$187 50 


$175 57 
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Table shomng salary ^ expense and totals paid deputy state game and fish gardens for each 
month as shown by monthly statements on file in this office. 



1903. 
• 


Name. 


Salary. 


Expense. 


Total. 


]«arch23 to31 


ChaRK.Hoyt 


115 00 
45 00 


$13 20 
62 17 


$28 20 
107 17 


March 16 to 31 










960 00 


$75 37 


$135 37 








178 00 
45 00 
75 00 
90 00 
24 00 
42 00 
A9 nn 

4^ Uv 


$58 81 

79 71 
112 13 
. 27 60 
19 55 
74 53 

Of ZO 


$136 81 
124 71 
187 13 
117 60 
43 55 
116 53 
129 26 




Theodore Trudell 












Cha8.K.Hoyt 
















$396 00 




$855 59 








184 00 
48 00 
54 00 
81 00 
90 00 


$218 66 
45 70 
59 29 
21 83 
78 79 


$302 66 
93 70 
113 29 
102 83 
168 79 






May 


ChaB.K.Hoyt 
















$357 00 


$424 27 


$781 27 






A. L. Coulter...: 


$81 00 

58 50 
99 00 

A on 
o uu 

70 50 

400 


$105 56 
86 32 
2»90 
5 32 
28 31 
24 66 


$186 56 
144 82 
120 90 
11 32 
98 81 
108 66 






June and July 






Qhas. K. Hoyt 




H.E.Spaflford 






Total 


$399 00 


$272 07 


$671 07 




July 




$75 00 
81 00 
60 00 


$19 26 

65 17 
19 78 


$94 26 

146 17 
79 78 






July 








Total 


$216 00 


$104 21 


$320 21 








$18 00 

75 00 


$5 35 

59 21 


$23 35 
134 21 




FredE.Fiaher 






Total 


$93 00 


$64 56 


$157 56 








$45 00 

24 00 


$15 13 
24 35 


$60 13 

48 35 










Total 


$69 00 


$39 48 


$108 48 


i 
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Table showing salary ^ expense and totals paid deputy state game and fish wardens, — 

Contintted. 



1903. 


Name. 


























November 








Oct. 26 to Dec. 8.... 






Oct. 26 to Nov. 30... 














December 


Herbert E.Spafford. 

W.K.Brewster 


Nov. 23 to Dec. 26... 
December ^ 


A. L. Coulter 




Fred E. Fisher 


December 


Theodore Trudell 




Chas.K.Hoyt 


December 











Salary. 


Expense. 


Total. 


$45 00 
3 00 


$53 93 
50 


$98 93 
3^ 


$48 00 


$54 43 


$102 43 


$66 00 
75 00 
90 00 
84 00 

126 00 
72 00 
99 00 
75 00 


Sn7 87 
03 22 
141 38 

63 36 
133 58 

47 GO 

64 16 
111 83 


$183 87 
168 22 
231 38 
147 36 
259 58 
119 00 
163 16 
186 S3 




$772 40 




$69 00 

96 00 
66 00 
93 00 
76 SO 
45 00 
24 00 


$9 18 

81 ^ 
54 61 
100 82 
46 38 
70 26 
30 80 


$78 18 
177 37 
120 61 
193 82 
122 88 
115 26 
54 80 


$469 50 


$393 42 


$862 92 
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Miscellaneous. — The following accounts wer4 coTitracted prior to March 16, 1903 j but 'paid 
during my term of office on approval of Chas, E, Brewster^ chief deputy under Grant M . 
Morse. 



1903. 


Name. 


Salary. 


Expense. 


Total. 




W.K. Brewster 


142 00 

84 00 




$42 00 

84 00 












1126 00 




$126 00 






Statement of accounts contracted prior to iMarch 16j 190Sy under Grant M. Moorse^ as 
game and fish warden ^ biU paid since that time on the approved of C. H, Chapman ^ game 
and fish warden. 


1903. 


Name. 


Salary. 


Expense. 


Total. 


February 




$66 00 
9 00 
39 00 
60 00 
51 00 
48 00 
39 00 


$47 82 
14 53 
• 24 15 

23 45 
34 50 
59 08 
59 43 


$113 82 

23 53 
63 15 
83 45 
85 50 
. 107 08 
98 43 




Frank E.Nellis 




W. A. Palmer 


Feb. and March 






March 






W. A. Palmer 








$312 00 


$262 96 


$574 96 
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Statement showing whole amount paid StcUe deputies in per diem and expense jrom March 16, 

to December 31, 1903. 



1903. 

\ 


Name 

* 


Salary. 


Expense. 


Total. 






m 00 

396 00 
357 00 
399 00 
216 00 
93 00 
69 00 
48 00 
687 00 
469 50 
126 00 
312 00 


$75 37 

459 59 
424 27 
272 07 
104 21 
' 64 56 
39 48 
54 43 
772 40 
393 42 


$135 37 

855 59 
781 27 
671 07 
320 21 
157 56 
108 48 
102 43 
1.459 40 
862 92 
'. 126 00 
574 96 














July 
































262 96 






Total 


S3,232 50 


$2,922 76 


$6,155 26 




1904. 




$57 00 

81 00 
12 00 
84 00 


$76 38 
197 45 
8 45 
13 10 


$133 38 
278 4o 
20 45 
. 97 10 




A. L. Coulter 




Chas.K.Hoyt 




Fred E. Fisher 








$234 00 


$295 38 


$529 38 








$60 00 
12 00( 
75 00 
15 00 
87 00 


(93 33 
8 19 
72 92 
5 80 
16 65 


$153 33 
20 19 

147 92 
20 80 

103 65 


February 


Chaa. K.Hoyt 




A. L. Coulter 














Total 


$249 00 


$196 89 


$445 89 








$33 00 
45 00 

108 00 
69 00 
45 00 
93 00 
900 


$44 27 

38 50 
115 31 

51 63 
1 50 

52 00 
7 50 


$77 27 
83 .50 

223 31 

120 03 
46 50 

145 00 
16 50 






Feb. 24 to March 31.. 


A. L. Coulter 


W.K.Brewster 




Theodore Trudell 








Frank B.Atwood 






Total 


$402 00 


$310 71 


$712 71 






W.K.Brewster 


$78 00 
75 00 
72 00 
48 00 
39 00 
30 00 
57 00 
45 00 
45 00 


f.66 18 
60 68 
11 56 
65 74 
2 80 
18 10 
53 86 
27 31 
38 56 


$144 18 
13.5 fiS 

83 of, 
113 74 
41 SO 
48 10 
1 10 80 
72 31 
83 5*i 

$833 79 




A. L. Coulter 
















H. E. Spafford 




R. D. Farmer 








Fred E. Fisher 






Total 




$489 00 


$344 79 
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Statement showing whole amount paid State deputies, — Continued. 



Name. 



Chas. K. Hoyt. . . . 
H. E. SpaflFord. . . . 
FVed E. Fisher. . . . 
Theodore Tnidell.. 

R. D. Farmer 

W. K. Brewster. . . 
Thos. E. Dixson. . 



Salary. 



S75 00 
84 00 
93 00 
72 00 
27 00 
48 00 
87 00 



$486 00 



ExpeDse. 



$86 65 
53 34 
33 17 
18 14 
20 23 
73 05 
32 18 



$316 76 



W. K. Brewster. . . . 
Nelson A. Burdick.. 
Thos. E. Dixson.... 

R. D. Farmer 

Chas. K. Hoyt 

J. A. Summerfield. . 

H E. SpaflFord 

Theodore Tnidell... 
Joseph Taylor 



$84 00 

9 00 
42 00 
30 00 
63 00 
48 00 
75 00 
126 00 
84 00 



$124 95 
11 81 
10 00 
23 44 
49 25 
5 86 
82 01 
82 47 



$561 00 



$339 79 



Total. 



W. K. Brewster. . . . 
Nelson A. Burdick.. 
Thos. E. Dixson.... 
Fred E. Fisher . . . . 

Chas. K. Hoyt 

A. L. Coulter 

R. D. Farmer 

H. E. Spafford 

Theodore Tnidell... 
Joseph Taylor 



Nelson A. Burdick.. 

Chas. K. Hoyt 

R. D. Farmer 

Fred E. Fisher 

H.E. SpaflFord 

Theodore Tnidell... 
Joseph Taylor 



$27 00 
27 00 
12 00 
63 75 
24 00 

27 00 
30 00 

28 50 
87 00 
78 00 



$31 69 

35 10 
2 50 
50 87 
15 48 
22 68 
12 92 
5 80 
83 00 



$404 25 



$260 04 



$33 00 
93 00 
15 00 

128 50 
75 00 
93 00 
63 00 



$49 59 

90 67 
11 07 
177 74 
24 12 
99 73 



$500 50 



$452 92 



Fred E. Fisher 

Nelson A. Burdick.. 

A. L Coulter 

R. D. Farmer 

Chas. K. Hoyt. . . . 

H. E. SpaflFord 

Theodore Trudell... 
Joseph Taylor 



$90 00 
60 00 
6 00 
21 00 
75 00 
63 00 
90 00 
87 00 



$492 00 



$34 64 
44 40 

4 ( 

3 60 
59 80 
19 50 
80 51 



$247 14 
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Statement showing whole amount paid State deputies. — Concluded, 



1904. 


Name. 


Salary. 


Expense. 


Total. 






m 00 
84 00 
18 00 
72 00 
24 00 
90 00 
81 00 


$49 71 

93 37 


$115 71 
177 37 
18 00 
87 03 
34 61 
146 62 
81 00 












H. E. Spaflford 


15 03 
10 61 

56 62 








Theodore Tnidell 












Total 


1435 00 


$225 34 


$660 34 








$75 00 
81 00 
84 00 
42 00 
93 00 
39 00 
46 50 
21 00 
90 00 
75 00 


$44 96 

45 85 
80 40 
18 32 
76 55 
36 85 
32 68 
2 10 
55 44 
87 35 


$119 96 
126 85 
164 40 
60 32 
169 55 
75 85 
79 18 
23 10 
145 44 
162 35 
















Fred E. Fisher 




Chas. K. Hoyt 












Theodore Trudell 




G. D. Leech 






Total 


$646 50 


$480 50 
$16 90 


$1,127 00 






A. B.BedeU 


$60 00 
12 00 
36 00 
81 00 
27 00 
66 00 
84 00 


$76 90 

12 00 

69 25 
164 02 
54 55 
82 52 
158 98 




A. L. Coulter 






33 25 
83 02 
27 55 
16 52 
,74 98 




Fred E. Fisher 








C. D. Leech 


December 


Theodore Trudell 




Total 


$366 00 


$252 22 


$618 22 





4 
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LETTER OF TRANSMITTAL. 



STATE OF MICHIGAN, 
Department of Statb^ 
Lansing, January 29, 1907. 



To the Honorable, the Legislature: 

In compliance with the provisions of Section 6 of Act No. 28 of the 
Public Acts of 1887, entitled "An act to provide for the appointment 
of a Game and Fish Warden and to prescribe his powers aad duties,** 
I have the honor to transmit herewith such portions of the iiiontblv 
reports of the State Game and Fish Warden as are deemed of interest 
to the public. 



Very respectfully, 

GEORGE A. PRESCOTT, 

Secretary of State. 




Digitized 



byGoOgl 



REPORT. 



Sault Ste. Maeie, Mich.^ 
January 23, 1907. 

To the Secretary of State, Lansing, Michigan: 

The law providing for the appointment of a State Game and Pish 
Warden prescribes that the Secretary of State shall cause the monthly 
reports of said warden, or so much thereof as may be of interest, to be 
transmitted to the legislature when in session. It has been the practice 
of the warden to arrange such report, which I forward to you herewith. 

Yours respectfully, 

CHARLES H. CHAPMAISr, 
State Game and Fish Warden. 

In conducting the affairs of fhe Game and Fish Warden department 
during the past two years, the warden has had the earnest support of 
the chief executive and, at this time desires to return grateful acknowl- 
edgement to Governor Fred M. Warner for his kindly advice and assist* 
ance in handling the large volume of business, disposing of the many 
perplexipg questions arising, and the successful placing of the depart- 
ment upon an economical and business-like basis. It has been the policy 
of the department to endeavor to make a record in preventing violations 
of the game and fish laws in preference to making a showing by the 
large number of arrests. By pursuing this policy, and cautioning a 
violator who has but technically violated the law in the first instance; 
and for the second offense of the same nature, have a warrant issued 
and ask a light fine of the court; and for the third offense of the same 
nature insist upon tte heaviest penalty has accomplished much with 
the hunters and fishermen who had come to look upon the department 
as they would upon an official always trying to trip them upon some 
technicality. In consultation with the deputies this policy was adopted, 
however, one principle was followed when a wilful violator was con- 
victed,' whether or not it was his first offense, the heaviest penalty has 
been insisted upon. The arrest of a child for robbing birds' nests, 
killing a bird, or having in possession small fish, was prohibited, until 
after the parent or guardian had been informed and talked with, and 
an arrest was not made then unless advised by the county agent or 
the game and fish warden. By carefully pursuing this policy I believe 
the department is now in better shape to take care of the duties of 
the office, as intended by the legislature, than it has heretofore been. 
The small increase in the amount of the deer licenses has added ma- 
terially to the effectiveness of the department, and during the year 
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1906, the first year the department was conducted under the increased 
amount received, the result has been very satisfactory. 

For the year 1905 the total number of resident licenses issued was 
14,878 and the total amount of non-resident licenses issued was 105, 
making the total number of licenses issued 14,983,, from which the 
State received |17,476.75 and the counties received from this fund 
$3,719.50; the county clerks received $3,745.75, making the total amount 
received from the sale of deer licenses $24,942. This amount was avail- 
able for operating purposes for the year 1906, which enabled the de- 
partment to pay all the Sta^e deputies salaries and expenses, per diem 
and expenses of several other employees of the department such as 
gasoline engineers, captains of boats used in enforcing the commercial 
fishing laws, special work done by fishermen and woodsmen and several 
other expenses necessarily incurred in conducting the affairs of the 
department. This was all accomplished without drawing upon the 
$2,000 appropriation made by the legislature for this work. This 
amount still remains in the treasury, intact and will not have to be 
drawn upon for the work of the department for the year 1907, for the 
reason that the moneys received from the sale of deer licenses for the 
year 1906 largely exceeds the amount received in 1905. The total amount 
received by the State for resident licenses, which will be available for 
the work of 1907 is $16,087, and the total amount from non-resident 
licenses is $2,722.50, making a total of $18,809.50 received by the State. 
The total received by the counties is $4,075.75 and by the county clerks 
$3,967.75, making the grand total received from the sale of deer licenses 
for the year 1906 $26,088.50, an increase of $1,838.50 over the year 1905, 
and the increase, available for 1907, over the amount available for 1906 
for the work of the department is $1,332.75. By the reports of the sale* 
of deer licenses for the year 1905 as compared with the year 1906, it 
will, be shown that the last year has also greatly increased the fund 
for the protection of game and fish in the counties. 

The total amount received by the various counties from the deer 
licenses in 1905, for fish and game protection was $3,719.50 and for 
1906 $4,075.75, an increase of $356.25. 
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SUMMARIZED STATEMENT OF DEPARTMENT WORK. 
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begun. 
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1905. 
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J 




o 

V 




.2 


g 


1 

v 




'k 
S 


c 

e3 






% 


i 
5?; 


1 




.1 

Q 




Gam 


Fish 


1 


a. 




Month. 


























34 


12 


10 


2 








6 


6 


4 


$218 50 






50 


24 


23 


1 








15 


9 


10 


367 20 






112 


46 


39 


3 


4 





34 


12 


8 


632 70 


"Matr 




115 


35 


26 


6 


3 





13 


22 


4 


308 21 




1Q1 


81 


77 
/ 1 


o 


1 


n 

u 


11 


70 


10 


926 65 






125 


48 


45 


2 


1 





4 


44 


15 


734 80 


July 




43 


19 


19 











4 


15 


5 


320 33 






91 


21 


20 


1 








9 


12 


12 


276 95 




67 


32 


22 


1 


9 





11 


21 


8 


441 40 






82 


41 


38 


2 


1 





21 


20 


21 


445 70 






130 


48 


44 


o 


2 


u 


23 


25 


39 


411 00 






98 


34 


28 


5 


1 





15 


19 


28 


455 14 




1,138 


441 


391 


28 


22 





166 


275 


164 


$5,638 58 






























61 


21 


17 


3 





1 


11 


10 


4 


$361 20 






84 


33 


32 


1 








23 


10 


10 


573 62 






82 


30 


25 


3 


2 





8 


22. 


7 


324 66 






149 


90 


82 


6 







12 


78 


14 


1,091 35 






166 


99 


89 


7 


3 





14 


85 


30 


1,264 72 






79 


42 


42 











5 


37 


18 


789 20 


July 




52 


26 


22 


4 








4 


22 


8 


381 36 






72 


40 


34 


5 


1 





5 


35 


10 


707 48 






67 


29 


24 


1 


4 





19 


10 


25 


267 90 






120 


41 


31 


2 


2 





30 


11 


14 


528 01 






112 


27 


20 


2 


4 


1 


19 


8 


24 


580 30 






73 


49 


38 


3 


5 


3 


25 


24 


18 


574 19 


Totals 


1,117 


527 


.462 


37 


27 


5 


175 


352 


182 


$7,443 87 
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THE COMMERCIAL FISHERIES. 



The commercial fishing of the Great Lakes is not in as satisfactory 
condition as this department or the people generally desire. There is 
much dissatisfaction and unrest throughout the State among the fisher- 
men over the complications and discriminations in the commercial fish- 
ing laws. The whitefish are fast disappearing from the waters and the 
lake trout fishing is not altogether what it should be, considering the 
large number planted in Michigan waters by the United States Fish 
Commission each year, according to its reports. To remedy the faults 
now existing in the commercial fishing laws and methods I would ear- 
nestly recommend a complete revision of the commercial laws of this 
State, this to be accomplished under a commission for the purpose of 
getting the whole question in an intelligent and comprehensive form to 
be submitted to the Legislature for consideration. The conditions in 
Lake Superior covering the spawning period of the fish are. not the same 
as those of Lake Erie; also, there is a slight difference of time in the 
spawning periods in Lake Superior and Lakes Huron and Michigan. As 
the law now stands, the fishermen of Lake Huron have ten days longer 
for trout fishing than the fishermen of Lake Michigan and twenty days 
longer for the taking of whitefish than the Lake Michigan fishermen. 
The conditions existing in the two lakes are identical. I believe the 
only method to save the food fishes, now fast disappearing from the 
Oreat Lakes, is to* have an absolutely closed season during the spawning 
period in each of the Great Lakes, giving nature time to recuperate for 
the large drain upon the waters. This statement is borne out by the 
advice coming from the Bureau of Fisheries of the Department of Com- 
merce and Labor at Washington, in a letter from that Bureau to Hon. 
J. L. Rodgers, chairman of the Ohio Game and Fish Commission, from 
which the following extract is taken : 

"It has always seemed to me that for fishes with the spawning habits 
of the white fishes, probably the most effective protection that can be 
afforded them is tUe prohibition of fishing during their short spawning 
period. Such restriction ought to insure the maintenance of the supply 
under the most active fishing at other times, and ought to reduce to a 
minimum the necessity for other restrictive measures addressed to these 
fishes. 

• "There is no doubt in my mind that such a measure would do more to 
restore the white fishes to their former abundance than any other feasible 
procedure; for, under present conditions, the hatcheries are unable to 
plant enough fish to permit the continuance of the very present extensive 
fisheries and at the same time provide a surplus supply for the recovery 
of lost ground. The fishermen should not object to this curtailment of 
their operations, for what they will lose will be more than compensated 
for by an increased catch in a few years." 

Statement showing steamboat, gasoline launch and sail-boat expenses 
for inspection work relative to commercial fishing, and enforcing the 
laws governing the same. 




24 . MICHIGAN 

1905. 

Jan. Captain L. E Welch, balance due lor charter of tug Weidman, 

work on Lake Michigan $50 00 • 

Chippewa Hardware Co., balance due on boat supplies 12 33 

$62 33 

Feb. Chippewa Electric Co., supplies for gas engine $1 00 , 1 OO 

June Bauer Bros., Zilwaukee, repairs on fish tug break occurred by 
wheel striking log in Quanicassee river while after fish nets, 

in embloy of State Deputies Trudell and Hoyt 8 50 

Wilbur F. HiU, Harbor Springs, balance due for one day for steamer 

Searchlight for Nov., 1904, work on Lake Michigan 65 00 

Elmo Kibby, supplies for boat 25 35 

Eddy & Reynolds, supplies for boat 6 45 

C. E. Ainsworth, four days rent of boat Francis, $5.00 per day. . 20 00 

Laundry and repair of carpet on Francis 2 10 

Engineer on boat Francis, four days at $2.00 8 00 

135 40 

July 14. Elmo Kibby, boat supplies and rent for boat $25 08 

23. Elmo Kibby, boat supplies 4 50 

30. Supplies, boat Francis, June and July 30 85 

31. C. E. Ainsworth, rent boat Francis, July 150 00 

31. Gasoline engineer Frenette, 8i days 1700 

31. Yacht Siesta, work Saginaw Bay, Lake Huron, 8 days at $10.00. . 80 00 

Supplies for Yacht Siesta, as per voucher 45 13 

352 56 

Aug. Supplies for trip to Bay DeWasig $0 81 

Boat laundry 2 85 

Eddy & Reynolds, supplies for fishing inspection trip Whitefish 

Bay 7 25 

Ross & McLaren, gasoline launch and man to Whitefish Bay, 3 

days 12 50 

Elmo Kibby, oil and gasoline for boat Francis 1255 

Supplies for trip. Pine and Waiskie rivers 2 47 

C. E. Alnswortn, boat Francis, one-half month 75 00 

Peter Jacobs, repairs on boat Francis 19 00 

132 43 

Sept. 1. Chippewa Hardware, supplies for boat $7 87 

Chippewa Hardware, supplies for boat 1 65 

Elmo Kibby, preservers replaced 36 00 

5. Great Lakes, faundry for boat 2 80 

Elmo Kibby, oil for boat 6 10 

30. C. E. Ainsworth, lease of boat Francis, 25. days 125 00 

Balance due Peter Jacobs, repairing boat Francis 18 25 

197 67 

Oct. 1. Eddy & Reynolds, supplies for woods trip and boat $18 40 - 

Ross & McLaren, electric switch 50 

Bauer Bros., balance of claim for two propellor blades, broken 

while in employ of State, Quanicassee river 8 50 

5. John Agnew, meat supplies for boat 1 45 

T. E. Dixon, supplies for boat 1 50 

25. Alex. M(cDonald, one drag hook 60 

Andrew* Jacobs, repairs on small boat 3 50 

31. C. E. Ainsworth, rental boat Francis, 20 days at $5.00 per day. . 100 00 
Capt. Chas. Ripley, steamer Friant, 11 days $48.00 per day 528 00 

- ■ 662 3S 

Nov. J. C. Foster, Newberry, gasoline boat and man -on Tahquemenon 

river and marshes $10 00 

7. Elmo Kibby, supplies for boat 1 00 

9. Laundry for boat 1 50 

23. Matt Sullivan, cartage to boat 1 00 

29. Wm. Burton, cartage, boat Friant 75 

Chas. Ripley, steamer Friant 13 days • 650 00 

C. E. Ainsworth, charter gasoline boat Francis, 10 days 50 00 

714 25 

Dec. 1. Elmo Kibby, supplies, boat Francis $15 70 

Elmo Kibby, supplies for boat Francis 13 75 

6. Chas. Ripley, charter Friant for patrol work 300 00 

6. Thompson Towing Co., Tug Thompson 34 00 

15. Steamer L. A. Cummings. Charlevoix, lifting fish nets, Lake Mich- 
igan, two days at $50.00 100 00 

463 45 

Total $2.721 44 

1906. 

Jan. 1. Laundry, boat Francis $0 35 

Supplies for boat 60 

Soo Hardware Co., supplies Lake Michigan trip 1 75 

Freight, dockage and cartage, George Kemp 70 j3 40 

Mar. 31. C. E. Ainsworth, bill for outfitting boat Francis for season's work, 

1906 $45 00 

45 00 
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May 1. Troy laundry for boat Francis , f 30 

3. T. £. Dixon, work, repairs on Francis 3 15 

5. Go wan &. Pickford, supplies for Francis 1 08 

Frank Payment for pond net boat 22 00 

Eddy & Reynolds, supplies for Francis 9 92 

8. Chippewa Hardware Co. boat supplies 60 

8. Max Klien, work on boat engines 1 85 

Damorel, meat for boat 1 75 

12. V. M. LAnning, cooking«and general work on boat Francis 6 00 

15. John Agnew, meat for boat 2 23 

17. Eddy & Reynolds, boat supplies 5 06 

23. H. J. LaLonde, supplies ana fuel boat Francis 1 35 

23. Elmo Kibby, suppfles. fuel, etc., for Francis 44 44 

31. C. E. Ainsworth, rent boat Francis 155 00* 

Eddy & Reynolds, supplies for boat * 10 00 

1264 71 

June 23. C. W. Baldwin, charter boat Pawating including engineer and 

fuel 11 days at $20.00 1220 00 

A. W. Lanning. cook one month on boat Francis 40 00 

C. E. Ainsworth, charter boat Francis, June 30 days 150 00 

Supplies for Pawating and Francis for month June 94 26 

504 2d 

July 1. Elmo Kibby, boat supplies f 9 65 

5. H. Osterman, cartage on boat supplies 2 00 

v. M. Lanning, one day services, cook 2 00 

Geo. Gilhooley , repairing Francis : 31 55 

Eddy & Reynolds, supplies for woods trip 88 

• 46 08 

Sept. Chippewa Hardware Co., fog bell $3 00 

Capt. Chas. Ripley, Friant 8 days, with board of deputies and 

other necessities 440 00 

Adolph Ducette, launch and self 3i days 35 00 

Edgar Ducette, self and launch one day 10 00 

Supplies for boat Francis 28 62 

C. £. Ainsworth, charter boat Francis 26 days 130 00 

646 62 

Oct. 25. A. LaGrill, September 25 to October 25 and railway fare 158 85 

C. E. Ainsworth. lease boat Franics 31 days at $5.00 155 00 

Capt. Chas. Ripley, steamer Friant 5 days 250 00 

Supplies, repairs, etc., boats Francis and Friant 72 58 536 43 

11 51 

Nov. Supplies for boat Francis $11 51 

Total $2,068 01 

Total 1905 and 1906 4,789 45 



Statement showing miscellaneous expenses of department in connec- 
tion with enforcement of Game and Fish Laws. 



1905. ^ 

rivers for evidence fn Circuit Court, Seal case $23 43 



Jan. 1. G. M. Johnson, balance due for surveying Quanicassee and Petobaca 

• - t, Ni ' 



$23 43 

Feb. 1. Joseph Goudreau, assistance in convicting Holbrook and Seney.. $10 50 

J. J. Richards, assistance in convicting Holbrook 10 60 

21 00 

June 28. Freight on bag of fish nets $0 65 

Cartage on bag fish nets 25 

80 

Aug. 25. Freight on fish nets $0 26 

Drayage on nets and stationery 75 

1 00 

Oct. 27. Printing briefs in Quanicassee fish case, appealed to Supreme 

Court $9 10 

9 10 

Nov. 8. Soo Hardware Co., fastening for store house for nets and fish $1 00 

15. F. O'Donnell, carting fish from boat Friant 1 00 

2 00 

Dec. 10. A. Booth, storage on deer $3 25 

12. L. O. Ocoboek, Paw Paw, cold storage, venison 26 00 

18. Paid J. B. Eddy, lifting nsh nets, dray and cold storage as per 

vouchers, balance 23 38 

20. Freight and dray, fish nets 21 66 

26. Express on fish 50 

73 79 

Total $130 12 
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1906. 

Jan. 1. Soo Lumber Co., two fish net reels flO 00 

J. H. Boone, 3 grappling hooks 3 00 

4. Frank Perry, storage, fish and nets 40 00 

19. Fleming, draying fish and nets from river to store house 3 00 

$56 00 

Feb. 5. J. Fleming, cartage, fish nets and fish fO 75 

Western Express, bag fur from Ishpeming 85 

Freight, box fish, from Grant, Mich^ sample 45 

17. Composition in fish controversy to Giovernor Warner 6 48 

22. Ten line notice, sale of beaver skins 1 00 

————— 9 53 

Mar. 6. Fidelity bond for appeal. Traverse City $6 00 

Freight and cartage on nsh to St. Ignace 60 

. 22. Storage on fish, Davis Fish Co., Deftroit 2 61 

23. Jas. Rousseau, packing camp supplies, March 20, 21, 22, and 23, 

after beaver trappers 6 00 

28. Cartage, box of nets, etc 75 

14 86 

May 1. A. H. Briggs, stenographer, Alpena $100 

Sault News, printing, advertising fish nets 6 30 

8. Wm. Burton, cartage boat and fish nets 1 50 

15. Hermjin Osterman, cartage, fish nets 1 00 

D. H. Young, cartage fish nets 2 60 

17. Wm. Burton, cartage on nets to dock 2 00 

14 30 

June 1. John Young, cartage on fish $0 60 

Wm. Newman, services In connection with Gauthler fish case, 

Detroit 10 00 

18. Eddy and Reynolds, supplies for self and two men, down Pine river. 3 88 
13. W. J. Campbell, freight, cartage, boat, fish boxes and nets 2 20 

' 16 68 

Sept. 1. Eddy and Reynolds, supplies for wood's trip $3 96 

Runnels livery, capturing deer at Neasevllle 1 60 

18. Express on barrel of fish 2 00 

Paid for gasoline launch men to lift reel, dry and care for nets at 

AuTraln Bay, Lake Superior, Sept. 16, 17, 18 17 85 

Edgar Ducette, caring for nets, 4 days 1200 

25 fish net sacks 1 75 

John Bellemer, 5 days caring for nets at $2.00 per day 10 00 

Seven sacks for nets 50 

24. Baldwin & Besner, two suits oil skins to handle fish nets 4 00 

D. S. S. & A. freight on nets 13 23 

Cartage 75 

67 53 

Oct. 26. Cartage on fish nets $0 60 

31. Cartage on fish nets 2 00 

Cartage on fish 2 00 

Reeling and drying fish nets, O'Malley 3 00 

Reeling and drying fish nets, Nolan 3 60 

McMasters, 4 days lifting nets, AuTraln 10 00 

Barrels for fish nets 2 25 

23 25 

Dec. 1. Soo Lumber Co., crate for deer $1 43 

Express on condemned seizures from Mackinaw City to Sault Ste. 

Marie 2 20 

3 63 

. Total $205 68 

Total 1905 and 1906 335 80 
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DEER HUNTERS' LICENSES ISSUED BY COUNTIES. 



1 

County. 


Year 1905. 


Year 1906. 


Resident. 


Non- 
resident. 


Resident. 


Non- 
resident. 


AlconB 


79 
395 

98 
249 
211 

39 
291 

51 
111 

52 

113 
51 

120 
41 

221 

324 
844 
35 
102 
187 

489 
661 
94 
373 
119 

37 
387 
114 
148 

65 

1,169 
33 
97 
105 
192 

297 
63 
133 
129 
58 

228 
158 
3 
123 
16 

70 
36 
205 
267 
77 

22 
1.461 
25 
50 
358 

36 
33 
48 
121 
104 




107 
385 
147 
300 
205 

51 
343 

60 
113 

59 

124 
39 

117 
55 

232 

297 
820 
24 
93 
186 

546 
672 
99 
385 
150 

23 
452 
128 
142 

66 

1,267 
44 
128 
121 
162 

367 
55 
144 
132 
57 

216 
196 
6 
158 
28 

100 
54 
225 
268 
83 

23 
1,613 
19 
67 
405 

46 
34 
52 
141 
138 


1 

15 


Alger . . 


14 


Allegan . . . . 




1 


1 
1 

1 








Baxaga 




Barry 






Bay 


1 


1 


Benzie . . . 


Berrien . . 






Branch 






Calhoun ' 


1 




Cass 




Charlevoix 


1 




Cheboygan 


5 
3 




4 


Clare 


Clinton ... . ... 






Crawford « 






Delta 




4 

20 


Dickinson 


22 
1 
1 


Eaton 


£nunet 


1 




Gladwin 






Gogebic 


2 


9 


Grand Traverse . . . • 


Gratiot 






Hillsdale 


1 




Houghton 


1 


Huron 




Ingham . . . . 


1 




Ionia 




Iosco.. . . . . . . . 


1 
2 


1 
7 


Iron . . ... 


Isabella . . . .... 


Jackson 


1 




Kalamazoo 




ICalkaska. . . . 






Kent . 






Keweenaw * 






Lake ... . . .... ... 






Lapeer . . . ... 






Leelanau . .... .... 






Lenawee . ... 






Livingston ... . . 








3 
9 


g 
4 


Mackinac 


Macomb 










19 


12 














1 




























5 
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DEER HUNTERS' LICENSES ISSUED BY COVNTIES.—Concluded. 



County. 


Year 190& 


Year 1906. 


Resident 


Non- 
resident 


Resident 


Non- 
resident. 




32 
25 

157 
32 

178 

446 
48 
21 

213 
37 

96 
15 

206 
61 

414 

117 
120 
83 
164 

156 
85 

356 
73 




50 
29 

207 
30 

156 

503 
61 
27 

210 
37 

119 
36 

174 
95 

490 

125 
104 
86 
174 

173 
88 

455 
80 










OakUnd 














4 






3 












Otaego 






Ottawa 














2 




Saginaw 




Sanilac 








10 


g 




St Clair 








1 










1 










2 




Wexford 










Totals •. 


14,878 


105 


16,087 


110 





STATISTICS RELATIVE TO MONIES RECEIVED FROM DEER LICENSES. 



^ Year. 


Total number 
deer licenses 
sold. 


Total number 

resident 
deer licenses 
sold. 


Total number 
non-resident 
deer licenses 
sold. 


Amounts re- 
ceived by the 
county clerks. 


Amounts re- 
ceived by the 
coimties. 


Amounts re- 
ceived by the 
State. 


Total 
amounts de- 
rived from 

sale of 
deer licenses. 


1905 


14,983 
16,197 


14,878 
16,087 


105 
110 


$3,745 75 
3,995 25 


$3,719-50 
4,076 75 


$17,476 75 
18,809 50 


$24,942 OO 

26,880 i 


1906 




Increase of 1906 over 
1905 


1,214 


1,209 


5 


$249 50 


$356 25 


$1,332 75 


$1,938 50 





THE DEER IN MICHIGAN. 

From all information which this department was able to obtain, the 
number of deer killed in Michigan during the year 1905 did not exceed 
7,000. This was owing very largely to general conditions, snow not fall- 
ing until the last few days of the season, the woods being very noisy 
and hunters were unusually unsuccessful. 

During the season of 1906 the same conditions existed very largely, 
however there was an increase in the nujnber of deer killed and as near 
as can be estimated the number killed was about 10,000. 
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From all parts of the upper peninsula come reports of the destructive 
work of the wolves upon deer life. These noxious animals are doing 
much more injury to this specie of game than the hunters are doing by 
the killing of large numbers each year. An effort will be made by the 
department to ascertain the effectiveness of the wolf hound for the pur- 
pose of destroying the wolves, wild-cats and lynx which prey upon other 
animal life. It is expected that during March a series of tests will "be 
made covering the different specie of wolf hounds, and the success or 
failure of these tests will be published in circular form for the benefit 
of the people who are desirous of ridding the forests of these destructive 
animals. 

INLAND LAKES AND STREAMS. 

From the many communications and offers of assistance from the 
citizens generally, the sentiment is much better throughout the State 
for the protection of inland lakes and streams than heretofore. The 
products of these waters have become more valuable in the minds of the 
people who receive the benefits therefrom than has heretofore appeared. 

QUAIL. 

From the reports of the deputies in the various parts of the lower 
peninsula, quail are slowly recovering from the effects of the severe win- 
ters of 1903 and 1904. However, these birds have not yet become plenti- 
ful and will require protection for some time to insure their continued 
life in this State. 

PARTRIDGE. 

• During the past two years special attention has been given by this 
department to the pot-hunters and every effort has been made to prevent 
the killing of "more birds than the law allows and the shipment of the 
same to foreign markets. I would earnestly recommend that the law 
be so changed that better protection may be had for these birds. The 
slaughter in Michigan has been greater than it should have been and under 
the existing provisions of the law, it has been almost impossible to appre- 
hend the violators. A slight change in the bird law would greatly as- 
sist this department in enforcing the statutes for the protection of the 
partridge. 

PRAIRIE CHICKEN. 

There are four coveys reported from different parts of the State and 
the deputies have been carefully guarding these birds in hopes that they 
will again return in numbers to Michigan. 

PROTECTION FOR IMPORTED GAME BIRDS AND ANIMALS. 

A number of citizens of Michigan are bringing to this State rare and 
desirable specimens of birds and animals, and I would recommend that 
a prohibitory law be passed against the killing of such, until a future 
session of the Legislature would be satisfied that the birds and animals 
had multiplied in sufficient numbers that the taking and killing would 
be safe, without danger of extermination. 
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FUE-BEAEING ANIMALS. 

I would again recommend that the law be changed to prohibit the kill- 
ing or molestation of all fur-bearing animals (excepting noxious ani- 
mals) from the 15th day of May until the 15th day of November there- 
after. 

SUNDAY SHOOTING. 

I would earnestly recommend that a general law be passed prohibiting 
shooting on the Sabbath day. 

LOCAL ACTS. 

The revising of all of the local acts and repealing of the same where 
the general law will cover the inland waters, will materially assist in 
enforcing the laws. 

FISH SHUTES. 

I would earnestly recommend an amendment to the statute requiring 
fish shutes to be placed in any obstruction in the inland waters of the 
State. 

DOMESTICATING WILD ANIMALS AND BIRDS. 

The passage of an act for the encouragement of the propagation and 
domestication of wild animals and birds would meet with the approval 
of a large number of citizens. 

SPEARING. 

A slight change in the law prohibiting the spearing in inland lakes 
would be beneficial to the fish life if the same can be extended to the 
rivers, which appears to have been omitted from the statute by an error. 

PROTECTION PROM FOREST FIRES. 

During the year 1906 the forest fires destroyed much valuable timber 
in the northern part of the State and injuring the wild life. The preser- 
vation of the forests means the preservation of the game and fish. A 
small gun license, not to exceed one dollar, for all game excepting deer^ 
and a small rod license, not to exceed ten cents, would, in my judgment, 
bring ample revenue to the State to insure the protection from fire of 
the forests. 
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Statement showing salary ^ personal and office expense of Charles H, Chapman, State 

Warden. 



1905. 


Salary. 


FersonaL 


Office. 


JftnuAry 


1172 20 
155 60 
172 20 
164 80 
170 40 
164 80 

168 50 
168 50 
163 00 
168 50 
163 00 
168 50 




1181 71 
53 40 
73 45 
48 §0 
94 29 
62 94 

56 44 
. 46 84 

50 89 
109 28 
144 85 
126 11 




126 88 
39 67 

115 80 
53 89 
44 67 

34 46 
9 10 
112 38 
68 51 
31 33 
83 13 


March 




May 




July 
















12,000 00 


1619 82 


Ilp058 00 




1906. 

January 


1172 20 
155 60 
172 20 
164 80 
170 40 
164 80 

168 50 
168 50 
163 00 
168 50 
163 00 
168 50 


112 21 
48 67 
53 05 
70 34 
36 36 
47 90 

41 69 
40 55 

50 75 
32 17 
30 92 

51 38 


182 51 

78 26 
48 10 
80 34 
55 65 
66 87 

44 87 
47 90 

61 39 
80 24 
106 16 
116 47 




March 




May 




July 






Octobn* 










12.000 00 


1515 92 


1867 76 




BICAPITUIATION. 


S4.000 00 


11.135 74 


11,925 76 










17,061 50 
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Statement showing salary and expense of Chas. K. Hoyt, Chief Deputy. 



1905. 


Salary. 


Eipenae. 




1119 20 

116 60 
129 20 
123 60 
127 80 
123 60 

126 40 
126 40 
122 20 
126 40 
122 20 
126 40 


$60 46 

92 01 
154 65 

93 21 
131 54 
150 00 

170 69 
73 61 

133 37 
87 39 

104 92 

104 67 




March 




May 




July 














Total 


11,500 00 


$1,365 52 




1906. 


1129 20 

116 60 
129 20 
123 60 

127 80 
123 60 

126 40 
126 40 
122 20 
126 40 
122 20 

128 40 


$94 91 

94 69 
154 32 
110 37 
124 61 

48 22 

147 89 
143 33 
97 67 
89 06 
121 98 
88 05 








May 




July 
















«l,uUU uu 


t1 9lR flA 


EBCAPTTULATION. 

Total 


$3,000 00 


$2,580 62 


■X. 






$5,580 52 
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190& 


Name. 


Salary. 


Expense. 


TotaL 


JanuAry 


Theodore Trudcll 


172 00 

66 00 
81 00 


$10 00 

16 37 
8 61 


$82 06 

82 37 
89 61 


Fred R Fisher 


Charles D. Leech 




Tot^s 


S219 00 


$34 98 


' $263 98 




February... 


Theodore Tnidell 


175 00 

' 84 00 
d9 00 
67 00 
27 00 


$57 52 
38 73 
31 00 
21 07 
37 80 


$132 52 
122 73 
70 00 
78 07 
64 80 


Fred R Fisher 


Charles D. Leech 




J. B. E^dy 




Totals 


1282 00 


$186 12 


$468 12 






Theodore Trudell 


184 00 

90 00 


$62 23 
96 88 


$146 23 

186 88 




J. B. Eddy 




Totals 


1174 00 


$159 11 


$333 11 






Theodore Trudell 


190 00 
90 00 
84 00 


$82 47 
49 91 
110 33 


$172 47 
139 91 
194 33 




Fred E. Fisher 






Totals 


$264 00 


$242 71 


$506 71 




May 


Theodore Trudell 


$93 00 
93 00 
90 00 
39 00 
33 00 
69 00 


$65 72 
104 99 
66 65 
55 04 
18 15 
57 58 


$148 72 
197 99 
156 65 
94 04 
51 15 
126 58 




Fred E. Fisher 




J. A. Summerfieid 


J. B. Eddy • 


H. R Spafford, for November, 1904, not previously allowed 


Totals 


$417 00 


$358 13 


$775 13 




June 


Theodore Trudell 


$90 00 
78 00 
84 00 
39 00 
75 00 


$65 36 
59 08 
63 33 
6 80 
79 66 


$155 36 
137 08 
147 33 
45 80 
154 66 




Fred R Fisher 






J. B. Eddy 




Totals 


$366 00 


$274 23 


$640 23 




July.....v. 


Theodore Trudell 


$87 00 
93 00 
84 00 
75 00 


$38 74 
25 91 
34 52 
70 10 


$125 74 
118 91 
118 52 
145 10 




Fred R Fisher 




J. B. Eddy 




Totals 


$339 00 


$169 27 


$508 27 
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Salary and expense accounts — State deputies. — Concluded. 



1905. 


Name. 


Salary. 


Expense. 


Total 


August 


Theodore Trudell 


S93 00 
93 00 
69 00 
30 00 


$19 15 

68 43 
25 50 
8 65 


$112 15 
161 43 
94|50 

38 65 




Fred E. Fisher 




J. B. Eddy 




9 

Totals 


1285 00 


$121 73 


$406 73 




September.. 


Theodore Trudell 


100 00 

63 00 
63 00 
54 00 
21 00 


$109 38 
40 06 
35 07 
22 42 

• 15 75 


$199 38 
103 06 

98 07 
■ 76 42 

36 75 


Fred E. Fisher 


Fred E. Fisher, for May and June, 1904, not previously approved 


J. B. Eddy 




Totalfl 


1291 00 


$222 68 


$513 68 




October.... 


Theodore Trudell 


163 00 

93 00 

63 00 
93 00 

64 00 
45 00 
27 00 

9 00 


$121 20 
41 34 
33 50 
41 35 
33 89 
41 55 
26 43 
13 32 


$184 20 
134 34 
96 50 
134 35 
87 89 
86 55 
53 43 
22 32 






J. B. Eddy 














$447 00 


$359 58 


$799 58 


« 


November.. 




$87 00 
90 00 
96 00 
66 00 
76 00 
99 00 


$70 32 

30 60 
134 34 
32 21 
65 51 
137 65 


$157 32 
120 60 
230 34 
98 27 
140 51 
236 65 




J. B. Eddy 








$513 00 


$470 63 


1883 63 




December.. 




$102 00 
93 00 
90 00 
81 00 
108 00 
84 00 
60 00 


$85 92 
44 80 
40 96 
28 64 
28 78 
63 50 
43 30 


$187 92 
137 80 
130 96 
109 64 
136 78 
147 50 
112 30 














$627 00 


$335 90 


$062 90 
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Recapitulation. — Salary and expense accounts, State deputies, 1905, 





Salary. 


Expenae. 


Total. 




$219 00 
282 00 
174 00 
264 00 
417 00 
966 00 

339 00 
285 00 
291 00 
447 00 
513 00 
627 00 


$34 98 

186 12 
159 11 
242 71 
358 13 
274 23 

169 27 
121 73 
222 68 
352 58 
470 63 
885 90 


$253 98 
468 12 
333 11 
506 71 
775 13 
640 23 

508 27 
406 73 
513 68 
799 66 
983 68 
962 90 




March 




lijiy 




July 






October 








Totals 


S4,224 00 


12,928 07 


$7,152 07 
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Salary and expense a4:count8 of the State deputy game and fish wardens. 



Name. 



Salary. 



Expense. 



Theodore Trudell, including 7 days in December, 1905.. 

Fred R Fisher 

Charles D. Leech 

Sidney E. Beyer 

J. B. Eddy 

Charles N. Smith 



199 00 
93 00 
90 00 
87 00 
75 00 
93 00 



$41 16 

143 32 
. 28 32 
25 
52 61 
74 76 



$537 00 



$340 42 



Theodore Trudell, including 4 days in January.. 

Fred E. Fisher 

Charles D. Leech 

Sidney E. Boyer 

J. B. Eddy •. 

Charles N. Smith 

Henry L. Avery 

Isaac Bloem 

E. C. Voght 



$84 00 

84 00 
84 00 
78 00 
81 00 
84 00 
93 00 
72 00 
21 00 



$71 02 

52 53 
51 51 

22 51 
111 14 

90 04 
60 95 
66 33 

23 85 



$681 00 



$549 88 



Theodore Trudell, including 4 days in February.. 

Fred E. Fisher 

Charles D. Leech 

Sidney E. Boyer 

J. B. Eddy 

Chas. N. Smith 

Henry L. Avery 

Isaac Bloem 

E. C. Voght 



$102 00 

93 00 
93 00 
84 00 
81 00 
93 00 
93 00 
27 00 
45 00 



$105 15 
93 01 
52 74 
6 44 
71 96 
95 98 
51 00 
14 24 
34 80 



$711 00 



$525 32 



Theodore Trudell.. 
Fred K Fisher.... 
Charles D. Leech.. 
Sidney R Boyer.. 

J. B. Eddy 

Charles N. Smith.. 
Henry L. Avery... 

Isaac Bloem 

E. C. Voght 



$93 00 
90 00 
90 00 
60 00 
87 00 
90 00 
90 00 
81 00 
36 00 



$102 94 
59 42 
82 75 
43 18 
116 95 
32 80 
71 95 
73 50 
23 47 



$717 00 



$607 05 



Theodore Trudell.. 
Fred E Fisher.... 
Charles D. Leech.. 

J. B. Fxidy 

Charles N. Smith.. 
Henry L. Avery... 
A. G. Harrison.... 

Isaac Bloem 

E. C. Voght 



Totals.. 



$93 00 

93 00 
93 00 
93 00 
93 00 
93 00 
75 00 
75 00 
81 00 



$789 00 



$81 77 
64 19 

92 88 
114 29 

91 65 

93 00 

46 32 
35 79 

47 88 



$667 77 
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Salary and expense accounts of the State deputy game and fish wardens. — Continued. 



Name. 



Salary. 



Expense. 



Theodore Trudell.. 
Fred R Fisher.... 
Charles D. Leech.. 
Sidney E. Boyer.. 

J. R Eddy 

Charles N. Smith.. 
Henry L. Avery... 
A. G. Harrison.... 

Isaac Bloem 

E. C. Voght 



190 00 
90 00 
90 00 
S4 00 
90 00 
90 00 
90 00 
76 00 
76 00 
69 00 



143 12 

61 64 
99 81 
60 21 
83 99 
89 26 
40 40 
43 68 
36 27 
31 19 



$843 00 



$669 47 



Theddore Trudell 

Fred R Fisher 

Charles D. Leech 

Sidney K Boyer 

J. B. Eddy 

Charles N. Smith 

Henry L. Avery 

A. G. Harrison, including June 26 to 30. 

Isaac Bloem , 

E. C. Voght 



$87 00 
93 00 
87 00 
76 00 
93 00 
93 00 
93 00 
84 00 
76 00 
63 00 



$63 48 

68 06 
68 20 
10 63 
111 66 
67 33 
64 66 
67 46 
46 25 
67 17 



$843 00 



$603 79 



Theodore Trudell 

Fred R Fisher 

Charles D. Leech 

Sidney R Boyer 

J. B. Eddy 

Charles N. Smith 

Henry L. Avery 

A. G. Harrison, including July 24 to 31 . 

Isaac Bloem \ 

R C. Voght 



$93 00 

93 00 
93 00 
84 00 
93 00 
93 00 
93 00 
106 00 
72 00 
27 00 



$60 02 

63 69 
82 66 
7 66 
49 86 
80 68 
67 66 
76 18 
28 68 
14 82 



$846 00 



$611 70 



Theodore Trudell 

Fred R Fisher 

Charles D. Leech 

Sidney R Boyer 

J. B. Eddy 

Charles N. Smith 

Henry L. Avery 

A. G. Harrison, including August 28 to 31. 

Isaac Bloem 

R C. Voght 



Totals.. 



$87 00 

90 00 
90 00 
84 00 
93 00 
90 00 
46 00 
78 00 
72 00 
64 00 



$783 00 



$40 32 

47 09 
69 64 
28 74 
81 41 
66 89 
34 80 
26 03 
24 87 
62 23 



$460 02 
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Salary and expense accounts of the State deputy game and fish wardens. — Concluded, 



1906. 


Name. 


Salary. 


Expense. 


Total 


October.... 


Theodore Trudell 


193 00 


$81 33 


$174 33 






93 00 


77 20 


170 20 




Gharleft D. Leech 


93 00 


42 10 


135 10 






84 00 


10 66 


94 66 




J. B. Eddy ' 


87 00 


22 00 


109 00 




Charlea N. Smith 


93 00 


56 31 


149 31 






93 00 


55 80 


148 80 




.rA. G. Harrison, including September 25 to 90 


105 00 


76 18 


181 18 






75 00 


23 58 


98 58 




E. C. Voght 


42 00 


23 79 


65 79 




S858 00 


$468 95 


$1,326 95 




November.. 


Theodore Tnideli 


$87 00 


. $91 81 


$178 81 






90 00 


109 74 


199 74 




Charles D. Leech 


90 00 


119 57 


209 57 






87 00 


50 30 


146 30 






93 00 


50 34 


152 34 




CJharles N. Smith 


90 00 


72 60 


162 60 






87 00 


55 90 


142 90 






84 00 


92 37 


176 37 




Isaac Bloem 


81 00 


95 74 


176 74 




R a Voght 


69 00 


39 23 


108 23 




$858 00 


$795 60 


$1,653 60 




December.. 


Theodore Trudell 


190 00 


$42 45 


$132 45 






DO £0 


112 64 


177 89 




Charlea D. Leech 


93 00 


47 28 


140 28 




Sidney R Boyer 


84 00 


14 45 


98 45 




J. B. Eddy 


87 00 


42 68 


129 68 




Charles N. Smith 


78 00 


73 39 


151 99 






90 00 


61 02 


151 02 






60 00 


65 07 


125 07 






75 00 


46 09 


121 09 




K C. Voght 


33 00 


9 00 


42 00 


Totab 


$755 25 


$514 07 


$1,269 32 
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Recapitulation. — Salary and expense accountSy State deputiesy 1906. 



1906. 


Salary. 


Expense. 


Total. 




$537 00 
681 00 
711 00 
717 00 
789 00 
843 00 

843 00 
846 00 
783 00 
858 00 
858 00 
755 25 


$340 42 

549 88 
525 32 
607 05 
667 77 
569 47 

593 79 
511 70 
460 02 
468 95 
795 60 
514 07 


$877 42 
1,230 88 
1,236 32 
1,324 05 
1,466 77 
1,412 47 

1,436^79 
1 357 70 
1^242 02 
1,326 95 
1,663 60 
1,269 32 








May 






August 




October 










19,221 25 


$6,604 04 


$15,026 29 
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Special deputies and employees, salary and expenses. 



1905. 


Name. 

• 


Salary. 


Expense. 


Total 


January.... 


Thomas E. Dixon, including 7i days December, 1904 


176 50 

15 00 


$27 80 

27 00 


$104 30 
42 0(r 






191 50 


$54 80 


$146 30 




February... 




$30 00 

36 00 
9 00 
69 00 


$28 95 

16 00 
6 71 
57 58 


$58 95 

52 00 
15 71 
126 58 






H. E. Spafford, for November, 1904, not previously approved 


Totals 


$144 00 


$109 24 


$253 24 






ThoB. E. Dixon 


$36 00 

60 00 


$26 10 
43 80 


$62 10 

103 80 




Phillip Sotting 




Totals ; 


$96 00 


$69 90 


$165 90 








$9 00 

45 00 
9 00 


$7 74 

48 96 
565 


$16 74 

93 96 
14 65 






ThoB. R Dixon 




Totals 


$63 00 


$62 35 


$125^36 




May 


A. L. Coutler 


$45 00 

21 00 
27 00 


$57 84 

10 65 
27 23 


$102 84 
31 65 
* 54 23 




Phillip Sotting 






Totals 


$93 00 


$95 72 


$188 72 






ThoB. E. Dixon 


$48 00 

81 00 
21 00 


$8 43 
54 45 


$56 43 
135 45 
21 00 




PhUlip Sotting 








Totals 


$150 00 


$62 88 


$212 88 




July 




$36 00 

31 50 
22 50 
24 00 
87 00 


$16 88 
19 55 
590 
90 


$52 88 
61 05 
28 40 
24 90 
87 00 






Phillip Sotting 




Thos. R Dixon 






Totals 


$201 00 


$43 23 


$244|23 
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Special depviies and employees , salary and expenses. — Concluded. 



1905. 


Name. 


Salary'. 


Expense. 


Total 






$15 00 
49 50 
66 00 
9 00 
54 00 


$0 40 

30 
22 05 


$15 40 
49 80 
88 05 
9 00 
93 58 












39 58 




$193 50 


$62 33 


$255 83 




September.. 




$78 00 
88 50 
6 00 
117 00 


$23 18 
84 38 


$101 18 

172 88 
,6 OO 
117 00 




G^L Sftn'^^el H. Afibmun 










Totals... - 


$289 50 


$107 66 


$397 06 




October.... 




$21 00 
69 00 
81 00 
84 00 
9 00 


$11 80 


$32 80 
69 00 
85 29 

121 84 
9 00 




Thoa K Dixon 


4 29 
37 84 


Phillip Botting 










$264 00 


$53 93 


$317 93 




November., 
s 




$78 00 

33 00 
57 00 
33 00 
93 00 
39 00 


$39 85 
1 60 
8 47 
52 63 
120 67 
30 47 


$117 85 
34 60 
65 47 
85 63 
213 67 
69 47 


ThoB. E. Dixon 


Thoa. L. McGill, October and November 






$333 00 


$253 69 


$586 60 




December. . 




$90 00 
18 00 
63 QO 
66 00 
24 00 
93 00 
66 00 
21 00 




$90 OO 
32 50 

113 67 
92 50 
34 80 
98 10 

107 93 
24 09 




$14 59 

50 67 
26 50 
10 80 

5 10 
41 93 

3 09 




Phillip Botting 


R. 8. WoodUfif 


Charles N. Smith 








$441 00 


$152 68 


$593 68 





6 
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Recapitulation. — Special deputies and employeeSf salary and expenses. 



1905. 


Salary. 


Fxpenae. 


Total 




191 50 
144 00 
96 00 
63 00 
93 00 
150 00 

Ml w 

193 50 
289 50 
264 00 
333 00 
441 00 


$54 80 

109 24 
69 90 

62 36 
95 72 
62 88 

62 33 
107 56 

53 93 
253 69 
152 68 


$146 30 

253 24 
165 80 
125 35 
188 72 
212 88 

tui 90 

256 83 
397 06 
317 93 
£66 60 
603 68 




Mareh 


Anril ^ 






Ttilv 






October 










$2,369 50 


$1,128 21 


$3,487 71 
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Special deputies and employeeSi salary and expenses. 



1906. 


Name. 


Salary. 


Expense. 


Total. 


January . . . 


Phillip Bolting 


196 00 
58 00 


$13 44 

2 39 


$49 44 

. 60 39 






• Totals : 


104 00 


$15 83 


$109 83 




February... 


PhilUp Botting 


$33 00 

13 50 
24 00 


$14 40 


$47 40 

13 50 
40 02 


Thos. E. Dixon 




16 02 




Totals 


$70 50 


$30 42 


$100 92 






Phillip Botting 


$60 00 

63 00 


$30 06 

20 95 


$90 0& 

83 95 




Thoa E. Dixon 






$123 00 


$51 01 


$174 01 






Phillip Botting 


$54 00 

69 00 
15 00 
24 00 


$25 60 
12 00 


$79 60 
81 00 
15 00 
32 OO 




Tho& R Dixon 






8 00 




Totals 


$162 00 


$45 60 


$207 60 




May 


Phillip Botting 


$63 00 
93 00 
42 06 
15 00 


$35 68 
60 
3 25 


$98 68 
93 60 
45 25 
15 00 




Thos. E. Dixon : 




Capt Wm. Fisher 








$213 00 


$39 53 


$252 53 






Phillip Botting 


$78 00 

90 00 
21 00 
123 00 
45 00 
18 00 


$81 90 


$159 90 

90 00 
25 00 
126 86 
66 32 
18 00 


May, June.. 


Thos. E. Dixon 




4 00 

3 85 
21 32 




Chaa. R Pettit 


Capt Samuel H. Ashmun 








$375 00 


$111 07 


$486 07 




July 


Phillip Botting 


$81 00 

12 00 
57 00 
9 00 


$33 65 


$114 65 

12 00 
73 86 
19 60 




Thos. R Dixon 




16 86 
10 60 








$159 00 


$61 11 


$220 11 
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Special dejmties and employees ^ salary and expenses. — Concluded. 1 



1906. 


Name. 


Salary. 


Expense. 


Total 




Phillip Botting 


$93 00 
54 00 


$16 45 

16 50 

10 00 


$109 4& 

70 50 

10 00 


t 




Frederick Jacobi, witness fees, People vs. Beef and Provision Co., 


Totals 


$147 00 


$42 95 


$189 9& 




September.. 


Phillip Botting 


$75 00 

78 00 
18 00 


$45 62 


$120 62 
78 00 
25 00 






7 00 




Totals 


$171 00 


$52 62 


$223 62 




• 

October.... 


Phillip Botting 


$90 00 
27 00 


$73 10 
9 00 


$163 10 
36 00 






Totals 


$117 00 


$82 10 


$199 10 




November.. 


Phillip Botting 


$96 00 

51 00 


$97 00 

3 00 


$193 00 
54 00 






Totals 


$147 00 


$100 00 


$247 00 




December.. 


Phillip Botting 


$105 00 

15 00 


$99 25 
3 00 


$240 25 
18 00 






Totals 


$120 00 


$102 25 


$222 25 
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Recapitulation, — Special deputies and employees, salary and expenses. 



45 



1906. 



Salary. 



Expense. 



Total 
A 



January . . 
February. 

March 

April , 

May 

June 



July 

August 

September. 

October 

November. , 
December.. 



194 00 

70 60 
123 00 
162 00 
213 00 
375 00 

159 00 
147 00 
171 00 
117 00 
147 00 
120 00 



$15 83 
30 42 

51 01 
45 60 
39 53 

111 07 

61 11 
42 95 

52 62 
82 10 

100 00 
102 25 



$109 83 

100 92 
174 01 
207 60 
252 53 
486 07 

220 11 
189 95 
223 62 
199 10 
247 00 
222 25 



Totals $1,898 50 



$734 49 $2,632 99 



RECAPITULATION. 

1905. 1906. 

Salary of State Warden $2,000 00 $2,000 00 

Personal expense State Warden 619 82 615 92 

Office expense, State Warden 1,058 00 867 76 

Salary of Chief Deputy 1,500 00 1,600 00 

Traveling and other expenses, Chief Deputy 1,365 52 1,215 00 

Salary State Deputies 4,224 00 9,221 25 

Traveling and other expenses, State Deputies 2,928 07 6,604 04 

Salary stenographers and clerks 1,40000 1,44000 

Salaries special deputies and employees 2,369 50 1,898 50 

Expenses special deputies and employees 1,128 21 734 49 

Steamboat and othor boat expenses for inspecting commercial fisheries 2,721 44 2,068 01 

Miscellaneous expenses connected with work of State Warden 130 12 205 68 

Totals $21,444 68 $28,270 65 

Total expense Game and Fish Warden Department, January 1, 1905, to December 31, 1906 $49,715 33 

DIRECT REVENUE FROM DEPARTMENT, 1905-1906. 

1905. 1906. 

Proceeds from sale of deer licenses $17,476 75 $18,809 60 

Proceeds from sale of deer licenses, received from county treasurers for previous years, not before 

reported 1,203 75 2,068 50 

Received from fines collected * 5,658 58 7,443 87 

Proceeds from sale of confiscated property 247 79 728 00 

Received from sale of permits 191 00 157 00 

Totals $24,707 87 $29,206 87 

Total revenue to State, 1905 and 1906 $53,914 74 

Total expenses of Department, 1905 and 1906 49,715 33 

Balance receipts to State exceeding amount of expenditures $4,199 41 

The foregoing recapitulation does not include the value of fish, game 
and birds sent to State and charitable institutions as shown in the list 
of seizures. 

CHARLES H. CHAPMAN, 
State Game and Fish Warden. 

Sault Ste. Marie, Mich., January, 1907. 
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LETTER OF TRANSMITTAL. 



To the Honorable Fred M. Warner, Governor of the State of Michigan: 

Sir: — ^In obedience to the requirements of law, I have the honor to sub- 
mit the following report of services performed during the years 1907 and 
1908, together with the amount of revenue derived from the workings of 
the department, and the expense incurred in the enforcement of the law. 

CHARLES S. PIERCE, 
State Game, Fish and Forestry Warden. 
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REPORT. 



The enforcement of the game and fish laws during the years 1907 and 
1908 has resulted in returning to the people of the State nine thousand one 
hundred and forty-four dollars and eighty-two cents more than the entire 
expense of the department for the same period. The economical adminis- 
tration of the departmental affairs has not worked to the detriment of ap- 
prehending violators and enforcing the game and fish laws. The number 
of reported violations investigated, prosecutions and convictions is greatly 
in excess of former years. The tons of fish and amount of game seized, 
condemned and sent to State, county and charitable institutions largely 
exceeds the seizures of former years and has not been taken into account 
in this report for the money value. 



The personnel of the sportsmen's associations in every section of the State, 
now being farmers, in large numbers, as well as business and professional 
men, many of whom do not hunt or fish, evidence the crystallized sentiment 
in favor of the preservation of the fish, game, song and insectiverous birds, 
and their value to the people of the State. These associations, the indi- 
vidual members and good citizens generally have materially aided the de- 
partment in its work and brought about a greater respect for the game and 
fish laws and their proper enforcement. 



From observations made by representatives of this department, and 
information obtained from naturalists, ornithologists, commercial fishermen, 
timber operators, and owners and practical men interested in forest life and 
the products of lake and stream, it is shown that wild animal life, excepting 
only the beaver, is fast decreasing. Game birds are decreasing in the lower 
peninsula and are barely holding their own in the territory north of the straits. 
The song and insectiverous birds are increasing throughout the State, and 
especially so in the upper peninsula. The blue bird, which, a few years 
since, was nearly extinct in this State is now frequently seen and is increas- 
ing nicely under the present laws for their protection. The kirtland warbler, 
discovered in one place in Michigan a few years ago, is reported increasing 
nicely and spreading over several counties in the upper middle part of the 
lower peninsula. The black game birds from northern Europe, the caper- 
cailzie, imported by the Cleveland-Cliffs Company, and planted in the upper 
peninsula several years since, and the Hungarian partridge planted in the 
Saginaw valley by Hon. W. B. Mershon, and others, are reported doing 
nicely and increasing in numbers, while the pheasants planted by individuals 
in Shiawassee, Genesee and several other counties, have nearly all been killed 



sportsmen's associations. 
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by the unprincipled hunter. Experiments with the quail in the upper 
peninsula were fruitless and this useful and very desirable bird has suffered 
from the hard winters and the hunters in the lower peninsula, and have al- 
most reached the point of extinction in the State. There appears to be a 
wide sentiment among all classes of people to take the quail from the list of 
game birds, and place them perpetually under the protection of the law 
with the song birds. 



The food fishes of the Great Lakes, within the State, are not holding their 
own. While in a few instances good runs of whitefish are reported, this 
valuable and much sought after fish has been wantonly slaughtered and 
wasted and the waters once teeming with whitefish life are now very barren. 
The upper part of Lake Michigan, two or three sections of Lake Huron, and 
a few places in Lake Superior produce, sparingly, this fish. Lake trout, yet 
quite plentiful in places, are gradually losing ground. The advent of the 
steam tugs with power lifters, and gill nets, hundreds of miles in length, 
are leaving their destructive marks upon the trout, as well as all other kinds 
of fish once so plentiful in these waters. Efforts are now being made to as- 
sist nature to better replenish the waters and correct a number of abuses 
heretofore practiced against the fishermen as well as the fish. 

The methods resorted to by the employes of the U. S. Fish Commission 
in taking spawn during the closed fishing season, has created wide spread 
dissatisfaction, not alone with the fishermen, but with the best citizens of 
the State who are interested in conserving our natural resources. It is 
frequently asserted by many of the older and more conservative fishermen 
that more fish have been destroyed during the season of reproduction under 
an excuse of securing spawn than has ever reached a spawning age following 
artificial hatching and planting. Some of the Michigan fishermen were pro- 
hibited from fishing for spawn while a fishing concern from a foreign State 
was brought here and allowed to place their nets upon fishing grounds, which 
had been used by the now prohibited Michigan fishermen for more than 
forty years. Many other features of taking the spawn pointed strongly to 
the belief that it was not the spawn desired by the employes of the U. S. 
Fish Commission as much as it was the value of the fish they were after. 
The number of pounds of lake trout taken for spawn during the closed season 
by employes of the U. S. Fish Commission, in 1906, was 382,019. This one 
hundred arid ninety-one tons of fish does not include the number of pounds of 
whitefish taken by employes of the U. S. Fish Commission during the same 
period. The value of these trout at one-half the price paid in Chicago at 
that time was $26,741.03, or an amount nearly equal to the amount appro- 
priated for the maintenance of the Michigan Fish Commission. To add 
the value of the whitefish taken would materially increase the value of the 
fish destroyed during the season of reproduction. These methods have been 
employed for years, at times the fishing would be lighter and during other 
seasons would average, and it is my judgment that this system should be 
aboHshed. 



COMMERCIAL FISHERIES OF THE GREAT LAKES. 
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1907. 



Month 

January 

February 

March 

April 

May 

June 

July 

August 

September 

October 

Nev««ibec.. 
DBCduubci' 

Totals 



70 
42 
76 
138 
193 
146 

110 



138 

149 
111 



1.329 



1908. 

January 

February 

March 

April 

May 

June 

July 

August 

September 

October 

November 

December 

Totals 



118 
105 
142 
169 
239 
186 

148 
128 
108 
121 
102 
83 



525 



70 
46 
63 
75 
115 
68 

42 
43 
44 

67 
53 
28 



432 



55 



21 



22 



50 



218 



307 



8 
-2 



$288 40 
240 00 
230 12 
407 64 
848 70 
781 40 

555 30 
515 60 
517 44 
1,037 40 
1,^1 la 
69S75 



319 $7,591 87 



30 
14 
33 
63 
102 
85 

81 
57 
48 
49 
37 



$972 94 
697 70 
652 11 
1,027 00 
1,667 74 
1,305 25 

567 40 
5r3 61 
995 95 
957 16 
486 71 
481 40 



714 



578 



28 



24 



77 



254 



460 



642 



$10,374 97 
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STATE GAME, FISH AND FORESTRY WARDEN. 
DEER AND BIRD HUNTERS' LICENSES ISSUED BY COUNTIES. 



Counties. 



Deer Licenses. 



Resident. 



1907 



1908 



Non-resident. 



1907 



1908 



Bird 
Licenses. 



1907 



1908 



Alcona 

Alger 

Allegan 

Alpena 

Antrim 

Arenac 

Baraga 

Barry 

Bay. 

Benzie 

Berrien 

Branch 

Calhoun , . 

Cass 

Charlevoix 

Cheboygan 

Chippewa 

Clare 

Clinton 

Crawford 

Delta 

Dickinson 

Eaton 

Emmet 

Genesee 

Gladwin, i 

Gogebic 

Grand Traverje. 

Gratiot 

Hillsdale 

Houghton 

Huron 

Tn gham 

Ionia 

Iosco 

Iron. 

Isabella 

Jackson 

Kalamazoo 

Kalkaska 

Kent 

Keweenaw 

Lake 

Lapeer 

Leelanau 

Lenawee 

Livingston 

Luce 

Mackinac 

Macomb 

Manistee 

Marquette 

Mason 

Mecosta 

Menominee 

Midland 

Missaukee 

Monroe 

Montcalm 

Montmorency . . 



•123 
502 
114 
962 
200 

44 

965 
96 

103 
71 

116 
43 

120 
38 

224 

133 
955 
96 
02 
162 

658 
637 
85 
252 
158 

25 
542 
144 
145 

63 

1,416 
29 
98 
117 
240 

403 
65 
167 
126 
64 

204 
259 
4 
154 
13 

95 
60 
237 
347 
77 



1,640 
35 
59 
460 

36 
32 
33 
139 
170 



103 
497 
118 
265 
178 

97 
380 

68 
108 

95 

152 
51 

142 
62 

245 

162 
841 
83 
83 
170 

762 
623 
113 
273 
175 

162 
640 
324 
189 
65 

1,501 
96 
123 
118 
213 

499 
94 

168 
123 
102 

303 
310 
246 
195 
23 

108 
64 
249 
316 



1,53S 
293 
111 
469 



81 
36 
141 
165 



24 



23 



19 
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DEER AND BIRD HUNTERS' LICENSES ISSUED BY COUNTIES.— ConcZwdetf. 



Uounties. 

f 


Deer Licenses. 


Bird 
Licenses. 


Amount 
fWd. 


Resident. 


Non-iesidoit. 


1907 


1908 


1907 


1908 


1907 


1908 


1909 




43 
25 

209 
36 

188 

575 
86 
55 

221 
47 

170 
42 
207 
103 
60 

90 
547 
137 
169 

161 
78 

438 
89 


96 
263 
219 
109 
213 

576 
214 

55 
235 

63 

116 
52 

199 
84 
88 

68 
546 
137 
193 

159 
77 
400 
435 






1 
1 




t96 0D 

263 00 
219 00 
118 75 
257 25 

774 00 
263 50 

55 00 
284 50 

63 00 

140 75 

52 00 
199 00 
132 75 

97 75 

68 00 
798 00 
137 00 
193 00 

159 00 
77 00 
448 75 
435 00 
























2 
2 


1 
2 




2 
1 


1 

8 
2 












2 








2 


4 














1 




















1 










5 
1 








2 








o «^ - - « f * 


10 


9 




3 






Tufloola 


























2 
3 
2 










,5 


















17,115 


19.893 


148 


172 


80 


75 


$24,881 25 





Proceeds from sale of deer licenses 

Proceeds from sale of deer licenses received from county treasurers for previous years not before 

reported 

Amount of fines collected 

Proceeds from sate of confiscated property 

Proceeds from sale of non-resident licenses for birds ^. . . 

Received from aEile of permits 

Received from boat licenses 

Totals 



120,778 00 

827 61 
7,591 87 
487 13 
780 00 
142 00 
2,595 50 



1908 



$24,150 00 

4S7 46 
10,374 97 
615 80 
731 25 
174 00 
8,250 00 



$33,202 11 



$44,791 68 
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Salary of State Warden 

Personal travelinf expenses State Warden 

Office exiMsues State Warden 

Salary chief deputy. 

Traveling and otber^expenses chief deputy 

Salary of State deputies 

Traveling and other expenses State deputies 

Salary stenographers and clerks 

Salary special deputies and emi^yes. 

Expenses special deputies and empfeyes . , 

Steamboat and other expenses for ooiomereial fish work. . 
MisceUaneous expenses of department 



12,500 00 
428 30 
1.041 88 
l.fiOOOO 
1.444 14 
8.793 80 
6.814 88 
2,187 76 
1.717 80 
1.387 05 
1.496 94 
145 00 



1908 



13.000 00 

373 13 
837 28 

1.500 00 
770 85 
12.450 00 

6.615 48 

8,227 47 
982 17 
023 65 

0.502 06 
196 63 



Totals... 



128,450 25 



$40,389 72 



Total revenue to State from department for calendar years 1907 and 1908.. 
Total expenses of department for calendar years 1907 and 1908 



$77,998 79 
68.848 97 



Balance receipts to State and counties exceeding amount of expenditures.. . 



$9,144 82 



The foregoing statement of amount returned to the people of the State 
does not include the value of the many tons of fish nor the value of the game 
and birds sent to State and charitable institutions during the years 1907 
and 1908. 

FOREST FIRES IN MICHIGAN AND NEIGHBORING STATES. 



Fires of 187 L 

The first great forest fire in Michigan which is within the memory of those 
now living, occurred in the month of October, 1871. The first announce- 
ment of the forest fires being of great magnitude appeared in the daily papers 
of October 5, of that year. A dispatch from Milwaukee stated that three 
thousand square miles of territory, near Green Bay, Wisconsin, was in flames. 
That forests, bridges, buildings and fences were being swept away, and that 
the earth soil was burned to a depth of two feet, and that hundreds of fam- 
ilies were rendered homeless and destitute, and starvation was threatening 
the settlers. Loss of life was reported. The announcement was also made 
that the fires which y^ere then prevailing in six or seven northeastern counties 
of Wisconsin, had never had a parallel since the settlement of the country. 
The drouth, which had prevailed since early in August, had dried up the 
springs and streams and all vegetation and had parched the ground to such 
a depth below the surface that the soil itself acted as a conductor for the 
fire. Three days later, October 8th, commenced the great Chicago fire, and 
continued to bum until rains came on the fourteenth and extinguished the 
fire in the ruins. October 9, 1871, a public meeting was held in Detroit and 
two hundred special police were appointed to guard the city from fires. 

October 10, reports were received that the Saginaw Valley, the territory 
northwest, and also Genesee county was being fire swept. On the 12th, the 
news was received that Huron City, Sand Beach, White Rock, and Forest- 
ville, in Huron and Sanilac counties were completely destroyed and a number 
of persons were burned to death, and two-thirds of the population of these 
two counties was homeless. The same date, dispatches told of the burning of 
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Manistee. The principal business portion, all of the hotels and five mills 
were destroyed and from five to seven hundred families were homeless. 
The same date Peshtigo and Little Sturgeon Bay, Wisconsin, were reported 
burned, in which fires many persons lost their lives, and it was stated that 
there was much suffering throughout the north. 

October 14th, the dispatches announced that the fires were increasing, 
that Glen Haven and Holland were burned and that there w^s great de- 
struction of property in Isabella, Tuscola, Gratiot and Newaygo counties, 
and that there was a bad state of affairs along the lake shore. 

October 17th, dispatches from Wisconsin announced that seven counties 
were devastated, and that there were many death's.. 

October 18th, the morning papers gave a general account of the conditions 
in Michigan in a few words, stating that the worst news of suffering was 
more than confirmed. A large section of the State was utterly desolated. 
Help and words of sympathy for Michigan were coming from Cleveland, 
Pittsburg, New York, Toledo and other places. Michigan's appeal for aid 
was not to be disregarded. The United States revenue steamer Fessenden 
was cruising along the shore of the lakes carrying aid to the sufferers and 
transporting the destitute to places of safety. 

October 24th, smoke from the forest fires was yet very troublesome, mak- 
ing it difficult for vessels to navigate the lakes. 

As late as November 13th, contributions of money, clothing and other 
necessaries continued to be received from all parts of the United States for 
the Michigan fire sufferers. 



The second general fire in Michigan swept over a large section early 
in September, 1881. The first announcements of its severity came on 
September 6th, when it was reported that the Saginaw Valley was scourged 
with fire and for miles there was a sea of flames. The counties of Tuscola, 
Midland, Sanilac and Huron were again a roaring furnace. Porter's station 
had been swept away and Vassar was in great danger. Forests, dwellings, 
fences, barns and crops were destroyed. Smoke had veiled the sun and 
wrapped the earth in darkness. Telegraph wires were destroyed and rail- 
way communications cut off. The fire was raging within one mile of the 
East Saginaw city limits. 

September 7th, news was received that Saginaw, Tuscola, Huron, Sanilac, 
Genesee and Montcalm counties were the scene of great disaster, the fixes 
in extent and intensity being as great as those of 1871. Villages, hamlets 
and farms were furnishing the food for the flames. Port Hope, Bad Axe, 
Verona Mills, Charleston, Minden, Forestville, Richmondville, Anderson, 
and Deckerville were in ashes, and Sand Beach, Clio, Croswell and Vassar 
were in imminent peril. The wells and root houses were the only places of 
refuge from the flames. One Detroit morning paper stated that "the worst 
that was told was but a shadow of the reality.'' 

September 8th, brought further depressing news of the burning of Huron 
City and that whole townships were laid waste and villages were wiped out.- 
Refugees, almost naked, were fleeing to Port Sanilac, and that families were 
separated in the blinding smoke and had fallen victims one by one. The 
fire, in its fury, was sweeping over the highest trees and was so intense that 
it destroyed goods buried in the ground. Lapeer county was added to the 
list of those being fire swept. September 8th, one paper commented upon 
the situation in the fire district as follows: 



Fires of 1881. 
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"The latest reports show that the losses by the terrible fires in Huron, 
Sanilac, Tuscola and other counties, far exceed even that which the earlier 
tidings indicated. These were freighted with a sad story of death and deso- 
lation. They told of farms laid waste, of villages swept out of existence, 
of destitution and death. But they fell far short of depicting the full force 
of the blow which has fallen so suddenly and so crushingly upon the indus- 
trious and enterprising settlers who have hewed homes for themselves and 
families in the forests of the north, and who were annually adding largely to 
the wealth and importance of the shore counties. Instead of a possible loss 
of one hundred lives — truly an appalling total — one report places the loss in 
Sanilac county alone at three hundred at the very least, estimates from all 
the news at command that Huron county has suffered as cruelly, and sor- 
rowfully expresses the opinion that the total loss of life, when all the dreadful 
details are received, will reach the startling total of one thousand. Think 
of it. The ravages of an invading army would not have brought the havoc 
which was occasioned in a few short hours by the furious flames. We fer- 
vently hope that the estimate of the loss of life is beyond the actual figures; 
but there is, unfortunately, no room for doubting that it is exceedingly large, 
and that over a country whose people were fuU of life and hope but a few 
days since, there are now hundreds of stricken hearts whose sorrows no man 
can compass, and whose futures seem to them more dreary than the desolate 
wastes which occupy the places of their once happy homes. For all such, 
everything must be done which human sympathy can do. It cannot give 
back the lost ones, but it can shed some rays of light into hearts darkened 
by the greatness of their sorrow. 

For the living thousands who have fortunately escaped without loss of 
near ones, words of sympathy are needed too. They have suffered terribly, 
have lived years in the awful peril which confronted them. They will have 
this sympathy; but they need and must have more. Deeds of succor are 
demanded of all who can give the needed help. Many may perish and more 
will lose heart, if they are not sustained in their hour of dire distress. The 
calamity which has befallen them is the loudest advocate of their claims. 
It appeals to every man who has a heart." 

September 9th the paper added: 

"The story which the dispatches tell of continued devastation in Saginaw, 
Huron, Sanilac, Tuscola and Isabella counties' is one of the most terrible 
ever told to the American people. The details of destruction, especially 
those which tell of the loss of life, are simply appalling. War, famine and 
pestilence combined could hardly have wrought such havoc in so short a 
time, and the sympathetic heart sickens at the thought that the end is not 
yet." 

September 14th, an appeal was made for 30,000 bushels of seed wheat to 
be furnished to the fire sufferers within ten days. 

September 19th, Governor Jerome made a second appeal for relief for the 
fire sufferers, following a personal trip of observation in the burned districts 
of Tuscola, Huron and Sanilac counties. 

October 10th, 1881, Ex-Governor Baldwin made his final report of rehef 
work which shows: 

Total raised $207,294 89 

Disbursed 110,975 65 



Balance cash on hand and turned over to State 



Commission 



$96,319 24 
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In addition to the above, many tons of clothing, grain, potatoes, apples, 
tools and farm implements, household goods and furniture, and other sup- 
plies were contributed from all parts of the United States and sent to the 
fire sufferers. 



September 1st, 1894, the first intimation was given, in dispatches from 
western New York, of the general dangerous condition caused by the drouth. 
Farmers were mourning the loss of crops and were in great fear of further 
havoc from fire and starvation of stock. 

September 3rd, startUng news came from St. Paul, stating that many of 
the forests of Minnesota had burned. Many families were incinerated, their 
bodies charred beyond all recognition. Hundreds escaped by burying their 
bodies in Skunk Lake. Two hundred and fifty bodies were recovered from 
the burnt district. Hinkley, a town about half way between St. Paul and 
Duluth, was destroyed by forest fires and two hundred of itH inhabitants 
perished. Telegrams of the same date from Iron Mountain, Michigan, an- 
nounced that the most destructive forest fires ever known were raging in all 
directions, and the losses were very heavy. At Norway, Michigan, on the 
second, the people had to turn out en masse and fight fire for ten hours 
to save their town from destruction. In that direction the principal damage 
was to crops and was severe and borne principally by homesteaders who 
could ill afford it. Investigation proved that the heat was so intense that 
root crops were baked in the ground. 

'Another report of the same date, by wire, from Ishpeming, in the Northern 
Peninsula, stated that the gravity of the situation produced by forest fires 
was deepening with every added hour. The long continued drouth dis- 
played no signs of abatement, while every morass adjacent to the city was 
aglow with flames. A dense cloud of smoke enveloped the country, ob- 
structing business and offering a constant menace to traveling and trans- 
portation. Dust and ashes were falling in showers intermingled with large 
brands of flying fire. Consternation prevailed at the Salisbury location. 
Sagola, Floodwood, Ewen and neighboring towns were threatened. Box 
cars were furnished and into them the household goods of the inhabitants were 
being hastily placed for transportation to places of safety. At Ishpeming 
much apprehension was felt for the safety of the city. The destructive 
elements were rapidly approaching and the inflammable condition of the 
vegetation covering the immediate surroundings of the city, together with 
a vitiated atmosphere and a temperature registering at blood heat were 
matters commanding profound solicitude as they affected every interest per- 
taining to Northern Michigan. 

The same date, dispatches stated that the flames, with the fury of a cyclone, 
were sweeping away everything in their fiery path in Minnesota and Wisconsin 
and that several prosperous villages had been entirely destroyed. People 
were overtaken by fire while fleeing for safety and those who lingered to 
save property perished. Dispatches of the same date, from the Upper 
Peninsula of Michigan, conveyed the news that dozens of small villages had 
had a very close call. Many towns were abandoned by women and children, 
who were sent on special trains to places of safety. Iron Mountain, Michigan, 
was a harbor of refuge for Wisconsin people. 

Late in the day of September 3rd, a heavy downpour of rain commenced 
and spread over the entire fire district which immediately checked and 
soon extinguished the fires. 



Fires of 1894. 
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FIRES OF 1908. 

Counties in fire districtf number of acres and kinds of land burned over. 

and benefits and costs of extinguishing fires. 



Estimated losses 



Counties. 



Un- 
daedfied. 
acres. 



Pine, 
acres. 



Hard- 
wood, 
acres. 



Meadow, 
acres. 



Slashings, 
acres. 



Swamp, 
acres. 



Total, 
acres. 



Estimated. 



Benefit. 



C9stsof 
extininiirii- 
ing fires. 



Alcona.. 
Alger... 
Alpena.. 
Antrim. 
Baraga. 



Ben lie 

Charlevoix . . 
Cheboygan. . 
Chippewa. . . 
Crawford.... 



20.000 



4.000 



53,760 



Delta 

Dickinson 

£mmet ..... 

Gogebic 

Gd. TraTerse 



Houghton.. 

Iosco 

Iron 

Kalkaska.. 
Keweenaw. 



15,000 



500 



Ledanau... 

Luce 

Mackinac . . 
Manistee. . . 
Marquette.. 



Menominee.. . 

Missaukee 

Montmoren'y. 

Ogemaw 

Ontonagon.. . 



Oscoda 

Ots^ 

Presquelsle. 
Roscommon. 
Sdioolcraft.. 
Wexford. . . . 



Totals... 



15,000 
90 



29.780 



89.000 



7,640 
80 
5.555 
760 



1,520 
120 
480 
940 

7,780 



2,462 



80 
20 

10 
580 
120 
10,720 



900 
1.045 

370 
5.120 
11.360 
3,660 



1.140 



800 
3.050 
7,230 
8.910 

345 
7.600 



89,877 



23,800 
26.160 
21.325 
18.026 
2.980 

5,655 
14,560 
37,670 
42,320 

9,720 

875 
7,962 
9.960 

450 
4,500 

2,290 
3.850 
21,720 
37,500 
160 

4.220 
10,900 
14.648 
3,130 
1,878 

2,730 
15.640 
37.110 
32,262 

9.606 

3.520 
45.213 
44.585 
11,550 
113 
13.500 



541,288 



620 
6.545' 



100 

200 
220 
500 
4,640 
20 



278 
1.340 
500 
180 



970 
100 
150 

202 
5,180 
5,064 

100 



210 
4.685 
4.015 
3.500 

270 



39.621 



101,480 
600 
57.295 
32,550 
2,500 

9,980 
8,280 
72,850 
72.200 
48,640 

9,966 
45.960 
24.080 
1.490 
9,380 

9.055 
43,512 

6,975 
43.100 

1,664 

4,220 
5.480 
44.130 

29.973 
7,510 

7,898 
56,480 
51.310 
67,095 
17,986 

41.100 
85.742 
32,785 
83.355 
1,850 
09.665 



1,197.365 



4.200 



47.690 
3,000 
500 

1.070 
3,127 
29.610 
10,670 
3,220 

7,853 
10,640 
4,940 
100 
650 

220 
5.402 
1.420 
2.940 

700 

70 
350 
5.860 
5,320 
605 

5.309 
13.460 
20.920 

4,880 
90 

5.000 
13.900 
30,920 
23,860 
310 
990 



269,776 



157,740 
26.840 

138.410 
58,336 
6.080 

18.425 
26,307 
194,870 
130,770 
69,380 

18.696 
67,024 
54.010 
2,120 
14,560 

11.853 
54.684 
31.235 
94.440 
2,524 

8,530 
16,730 
65.596 
39,423 
11,788 

16,609 
95,870 
140.764 
108,087 
27.681 

80,200 
148.115 
209.805 
131.600 
9.528 

82.015 



2.369.067 



$132,270 
12.110 
338.555 
120.875 
3.200 

62.326 
89,315 
263,100 
74.443 
26,895 

10.160 
106,575 
72,150 
450 
68,860 

4,406 
46,165 
17.'726 
186,600 



3.660 
8.900 
92.340 
11,065 
11,635 

30.718 
52.960 
110.415 
26.638 
60.080 

36,680 
283,956 
213,833 

66,225 
4.983 

16,900 



$2,570,446 



$40,500 
90 
10,000 
14,920 



300 
8,000 
5,500 
4,000 



100 
266 



46,000 
19.320 



700 
6.000 



5,880 
60 



44,401 



38,800 
2.500 
200 



$246,521 



$863 00 
1.962 90 
3.957 50 

477 30 
366 00 

1,782 20 
624 00 
11.067 60 

2.367 50 
815 00 

1.332 75 
5.641 68 

107 00 
1.073 60 

258 60 

1.118 00 
1.157 60 

438 00 
5.854 62 

147 00 

92 00 
119 00 
3,686 60 
446 20 
790 70 

3.478 13 
1.394 60 
2.397 00 
321 00 
2.202 00 

1,324 00 
939 00 

478 25 
3,845 00 

700 00 
763 00 



$61,287 73 



The column showing the benefits derived from forest fires in the fore- 
going tabulated statement of fires for 1908 is necessarily very incomplete 
owing to the printed blanks furnished deputies for their reports, having no 
place or intimation calling for a report showing benefits. But a small num- 
ber of the deputy fire wardens reported benefits under the heading of general 
remarks. Many of the reports from deputy fire wardens state, "benefits 
greater than losses/' "benefits equal to losses," and "much benefit and no 
loss." 

Throughout the forest fire district in northern Michigan the dry weather 
commenced in June and was accompanied by hot waves which continued 
throughout July and August with but a small amount of rain fall during the 
three months. The drouthy weather which fiinally brought the fires, fol- 
lowed the first frosts early in September. Fires became general causing 
great apprehension and gaining headway despite the best organized efforts 
of all the officials. The year 1908 will go down in history and be recorded 
as the most dangerous for great and destructive fires since record of such 
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fires has been made. While serious fire conditions existed over a large part 
of the northern states and Ontario, Michigan, Minnesota and Ontario ap- 
peared to possess the most inflammable material for such forest conflagra- 
tions and met with the most serious results, and in Michigan the results 
would undoubtedly have been appalling had it not been for the organized 
work of resistance by the officials throughout the fire swept parts of the 
State. While many small fires were started and extinguished th^ first days 
of September, it was not until the tenth when the first fire which threatened 
serious destruction was reported from Isle Royale, in Lake Superior. The 
forests of Ontario and Minnesota, a few miles from Isle Royale, w^ere also 
reported to be burning. Reports were received from Peshtigo, Wisconsin, 
of serious forest fires in that vicinity. Reports were next received on the 
18th of fires of a serious and threatening nature in Mackinac and Chippewa 
counties. September 11th reports came from Corry, Pa., that the city was 
surrounded by burning forests and the dense smoke made it almost impos- 
sible to breathe, and that in all places in Pennsylvania the population 
was praying for rain. The same date reports were received from New York 
that one thousand acres in the Adirondacks and one hundred thousand acres 
of land in the Catskill mountains were burning, and that New England was 
covered with a paU of smoke from the blazing forests. The drouth was tem- 
porarily broken by beneficial rains on the last four days of the month. The 
dense smoke which had enveloped the earth for many days cleared away and 
it was thought that all danger had passed for the year. The earth had be- 
come so parched and dry that the moisture from September rains disappeared 
without leaving a trace. Several killing frosts occurred with the beginning 
of the month of October, and were followed by the most severe drouthy con- 
ditions until the 14th of the month, when the air appeared to be super- 
charged with inflammable gases, and fires would travel at great speed. On 
October 13th occurred a most distressi^ig railroad accident at Metz, in Presque 
Isle Co., a station on the Detroit & Mackinac R. R. A relief train had been 
sent to Metz by the railroad officials, to take the settlers with their household 
effects to places of safety. The cars were loaded, started, and only proceeded 
a short distance when a fire burning large quantities of cedar telegraph 
poles, fence posts and ties, which had been piled close to the tracks, on both 
sides, rea'dy for loading, was encountered. The fire had been burning for 
some time, and was a terrific furnace; however, the engineer concluded that 
he could run his train through this fire to a place of safety beyond, and made 
the attempt, and as soon as the engine reached that part of the track where 
the fire had been the fiercest, the rails spread, owing to the ties having been 
burned from under them, and the train dropped to the ground in the midst 
of the roaring flames and terrific heat. But a very few of those in the cars 
escaped, the heat being so intense that all the wood in the construction of 
the cars was quickly consumed. Seventeen of the total of twenty-four lives 
credited to forest fires for the year 1908, were thus lost by the mistaken 
judgment of the railroad engineer. The following named persons were re- 
ported by the various county officials to the Secretary of State as having lost 
their lives by forest fires during the year 1908. This includes all in Michigan, 
returned as required by law, to the department of vital statistics. The first 
seventeen names appearing in the list are those burned in the railroad acci- 
dent at Metz, October 15, 1908. The Erke family, consisting of five mem- 
bers, lost their lives on the lake shore, in Presque Isle County. Robert 
Wagner, of the same county, was with his team in the woods, and Elizabeth 
Dost wandered away, and was the seventh to lose life in forest fires: 
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Emma Hardies, Paulina Hardies, Mary Hardies, Minnie Hardies, Eufrozyna 
Konieczny, Joseph Konieczny, John Konieezny, Helen Konieczny, Lizzie 
Cicerow, Margaret Cieerow, George Cicerow, Jr., Gerline Cicerow, John 
Nowicki, Jr., Katherine Nowicki, William H. Barrett, Leo Brzowski, John 
A. Samp, Otillie Erke, Matilda Erke, Gertrude Erke, Charlie Erke, Lorine 
Erke, Robert Wagner, Elizabeth Dost. 

The affidavits covering the date and cause of deaths of the foregoing named 
persons set forth that the deaths all occurred on the 15th day of October, 
1908, in Presque Isle county. 

The deputy forestry warden for that district comprising the counties of 
Emmet, Cheboygan, Presque Isle, Otsego, Crawford, Montmorency and 
Roscommon reports as follows: 

"As to the amount of farm property destroyed in the vicinity of Posen, 
Metz and Rogers City, Presque Isle County, on the 15th of October, 1908, 
the entire country was filled with dense clouds of smoke, and burning embers 
filled the air. The residents became panic stricken and fled from their homes. 
In a drive of eighteen miles, I found thirty-two farm properties destroyed, 
and this in a thickly settled, well cleared country, the woodlands, in most 
cases, being from forty to eighty rods from the roadway. As to the efficiency 
of your one hundred and five* supervisors and appointed fire wardens I have 
only words of highest commendation. I found them a representative class 
of citizens, thoroughly alive to the importance of their work, with a thorough 
knowledge of wood craft and a practical knowledge of how to fight forest 
fires. In the entire district I received but one complaint of the negligence 
of any fire warden. On the contrary I heard words of praise for their noble 
work. In a great many instances they worked many days in excess of the 
time allotted by law for which they could draw any pay. I wish to call 
your attention to the effective work done at a fire at which I was present. 
This was at Topinabee, a summer resort on the Michigan Central Railway 
line, bordering on MuUett Lake, in Cheboygan County, and on the edges of 
what is known as the Pike pine tract, probably the largest tract of standing 
white pine in southern Michigan. With twelve men that were hired and 
with a large number of volunteers who were resorters there, the fire was 
fought for four days and three nights, and prevented from entering the pine 
tract or the village. A conservative estimate of the actual saving of prop- 
erty at this fire would be one hundred and fifty thousand dollars, and while 
a larger part of three sections were burned over, the result was a direct gain, 
and was so considered by the owners. To endeavor to fix the loss or gain 
caused by forest fires in my district at this time, with any degree of accuracy, 
I believe it to be an impossibihty. From interviews with all classes of citi- 
zens, both settlers and timber owners, covering almost the entire district, 
I am forced to the conclusion that the losses are at least equalled by the 
gain in the clearing of land. As to the cause of these fires, they were many, 
but I am confident that these fires resulted principally from the attempt of 
settlers to clear their land at a time when fires would burn readily. I found 
several instances where fires had been been set, evidently, in the night and 
after burning a little of the brush that had been piled, had gone out, ap- 
parently owing to the fact that the grass and brush must have been wet 
with dew. Great difficulty was experienced in locating the origin of a fire, 
owing to the fact that for weeks the entire district was covered with a dense 
cloud of smoke and a fire could run over many hundred acres and become 
practically uncontrollable before its existence was known, except possibly 
to some straggling settler." 
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While the conditions during the months of September and October, 1908, 
were more favorable for general and more destructive forest fires than ever 
before known in Michigan, the organized work prevented a great loss of hfe 
and saved many millions of dollars worth of property. In the counties 
suffering so severely during the great drouths of 1871 and 1881, lands are 
cleaned up and thousands of prosperous farmers have converted the face of 
the earth, in these districts, from a fire trap to places of safety and comfort, 
and have removed all apprehension of further forest conflagrations. In the 
northern counties and throughout the agricultural districts of the upper 
peninsula, where the settler is striving to support, oft times, a large family, 
and at the same time carve a home out of the forest, the conditions inviting 
fires are much the same as were those of the southern counties in the 
earlier period. 

The forest fires are, in a large number of instances, caused by the desire 
of the pioneer to clear off his land. To him the trees and bushes are so 
many obstacles to the improvement of his farm. A dry season offers special 
temptation. A match and a strong wind will in a day get rid of more under- 
brush and trees than a month of ordinary labor. He thoughtlessly applies 
a match; in a few minutes an acre is on fire; in twenty-four hours, a town- 
ship; in less than a week, a county as large as a European kingdom is a roaring 
sea of flames. The matter is very difficult to restrain and regulate. 
Either through ignorance or recklessness, the ambitious settler is sure to 
resort to this method of ridding himself of obstacles in the dry seasons which 
generally come between the summer heats and heavy fall rains. But in 
such seasons as this, and that of 1871, 1881, and 1904, it is the beginning of 
the tragedies of which these great stretches of inflammable forests become 
the scenes. 

Reports from deputies and from many prominent citizens in all parts of 
northern Michigan, where efforts are being made to develop the agricultural 
resources, and make homes for thousands of poor people, indicate that where 
the fires burned plains, slashings and other cut over lands, intended for ag- 
ricultural purposes, there has been derived much benefit as well as the losses. 
Could these lands have been cleared ready for cultivation and the leaf mould 
saved without burning, greater benefits could be derived. However, with 
fully 98 per cent of the pioneer settlers in such a country, but a small amount 
or no expense at all can be afforded in clearing the land sufficiently to pro- 
duce a crop necessary to support the home and family. Especially is this 
true with settlers endeavoring to make a home on cut over lands, where a 
second growth of poplar, balsam and other scrub brush has to be removed, 
and is chopped and placed in windrows, and the dryest season is awaited 
for the purpose of securing the most complete burn possible. The average 
cost of clearing the greater part of such cut over lands and saving the 
humus would be prohibitive to the home seeker and home maker. 

In estimating the losses to forest lands in the burned district, or wherever 
the forest fires swept over plains and slashings and killed the young and 
growing timber, consideration should be given to the future use for which 
the land is intended. If these lands are intended for agricultural purposes 
and homes for the pioneer, then the benefits of fire sweeping over such lands 
have been large, and there could be little or no loss. 

In the fire territory there are nine hundred and forty-nine surveyed towns. 
Reports have been received from all but 82 of these. The department has 
used every effort to secure a report from every surveyed town, but has been 
unable to get them all, due in some instances to the fact that some surveyed 
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towns had no fire wardens (there being no people living in some of the towns), 
and in some instances due to the fact that supervisors failed to report, after 
frequent urgings to do so. The department has no means of forcing reports, 
as the law makes supervisors the fire wardens of surveyed towns in which 
they live, with no power of removal in case they fail to perform their duties. 
(This is one of the defects of the present law.) It is not claimed that the 
estimates from the different towns are accurate ones. There is no such 
thing as an accurate estimate of forest fire damages, and never will be. It 
is impossible to tell in some cases whether the damage in a township amounts 
to $1,000 or $2,000. It is claimed, however, that the estimates made by 
these local fire wardens form the best estimate that can be had of the total 
damage in the State. The man who lives in a township and has charge of 
the work of suppressing the fires, is in the best position of any to give a fair 
estimate of the damage done in his town. Undoubtedly some of them made 
estimates too low, and undoubtedly some of them made them too high. 
The total is probably not far out of the way. 



Estimates of losses by forest fires in Michigan for the year 1908 have been 
computed and pubUshed from time to time. These estimates now appear to 
have been made from observations taken from a parlor car on a fast train, 
or in the writing room of a first-class hotel. As early as September 24, 1908, 
one of these estimates appeared in the daily papers placing the losses at 
forty million dollars. Since that date estimates have been made emanating 
from the same source, placing losses in the State at one hundred millions of 
dollars. While it is impossible to* arrive at an accurate estimate of the losses 
in Michigan for the year 1908, it is fair to presume that the supervisors in 
each organized township, and the fire wardens in each surveyed township, 
and the timber owners throughout northern Michigan are more familiar with 
the conditions and are more competent to judge and estimate the losses and 
benefits in their immediate neighborhoods than any one else could be. It 
is from such reports that the tabulated statiement accompanying this report 
has been made, and as is shown the total loss is estimated at two millions, 
five hundred seventy thousand, four hundred forty-six dollars. While the 
actual losses may be greater than this amount, when the benefits are de- 
ducted, the losses will be greatly modified, if not more than counterbalanced. 
The wild and extravagant estimates of damage and the greatly exaggerated 
reports of the number of persons whose lives were lost by forest fires, and the 
false and malicious statements made and put in circulation for political effect 
have resulted in great injury to the cause of forestry protection from forest 
fires. 

The Relief Commission for 1908 reports: 

Total receipts in cash $26,126 32 



The report shows that the greater part of the relief work was in Alpena 
and Presque Isle counties. The Commission closes its financial and property 
report as follows: 

"In addition to amply supplying all fire sufferers with clothing we fur- 
nished thirty-five churches, aid societies and charitable organizations with 



EXTRAVAGANT ESTIMATES. 



Disbursed. 



24,739 47 



On hand 



$1,386 85 
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clothing for distribution among the poor. In accordance with the instruc- 
tions of the executive committee of the Commission ten car loads of clothing 
were shipped to Detroit, Bay City, Jackson, Kalamazoo, Grand Rapids, 
Saginaw, Wyandotte, Port Huron and Battle Creek for distribution among 
their poor." 

Number of farms, acres of improved and unimproved land in farms, total acreage of counties, 
and number of acres in timber, wood and brush lands in the Upper Peninsula of Michi- 
gan, all in forest fire district. 



County. 


No. Farms. 


Improved 
Farm Lands, 
Acres. 


Unimproved 
Farm Lands, 
Acres. 


Total 
Acres In 
Farms. 


Total 
Acreage of 
County. 


No. of Acres 
in Timber. 
Wood and 

Bnidi Lands. 




120 


2,761 


8,376 


11,137 


588.759 


577.622 




236 


5,769 


19,339 


25,108 


566.365 


541,257 




910 


47.459 


58,572 


106.031 


1,002,248 


896,217 


Delta 


938 


35,351 


66,728 


102,079 


741.061 


638,962 




141 


5.426 


8,748 


14,174 


491.926 


477,752 




121 


2.104 


4,057 


6,161 


711,415 


705.254 




512 


20,050 


42.338 


62.388 


646.148 


583.760 




304 


7,120 


20.206 


27,326 


750.551 


732,225 




27 


1,073 


1,915 


2.988 


325.858 


322.870 




153 


5,068 


8.985 


14,053 


581.436 


567.383 




450 


18,245' 


40.783 


50,028 


622.030 


663,002 




512 


18,122 


37,847 


55.969 


1,228,828 


1.172.859 




1,514 


40,394 


89.087 


138,481 


622,386 


483,905 




223 


6,267 


22.566 


28.833 


844,609 


815,776 




344 


11.038 


23,714 


34.752 


758.202 


723,450 




6,505 


235,247 


453,261 


688,508 


10.490.822 


9,802.314 



Number of farms, acres of improved and unimproved land in farms, total acreage of counties 
and number of acres in tirnber, wood and brush lands in twenty-one counties of the northern 
part of the Lower Peninsula, in the forest fire district. 



County. 



No. Farms. 



Improved 
Farm Lands, 
Acres. 



Unimproved 
Farm Lands, 
Acres. 



Total 
Acres in 
Farms. 



Total 
Acreage of 
County. 



No. of Acres 
in Timber. 
Wood ana 

Brush Lands. 



Alcona 

Alpena 

Antrim 

Beniie 

Cheboygan 

Charlevoix 

Crawford 

Enmiet 

Grand Traverse. 
Iosco 

Kalkaska 

Leelanau 

Manistee 

Missaukee 

Montmorency . . 

Ogemaw 

Oscoda 

Otsego 

Presque Me.. . . 
Roscommon... . 
Wexford 

Total.... 



852 
1.133 
1,293 

945 
1,235 

1.245 
205 
1,149 
1,685 
784 

782 
1,334 
1,267 
1,049 

362 

950 
232 
496 
973 
155 
1,475 



30,320 
39,636 
58,338 
35,075 
39.318 

51.093 
7,743 
41,073 
88,755 
29.920 

33.641 
70,422 
56.574 
39,677 
12,535 

36,391 
8,829 

21.311 

28.878 
4,366 

58,883 



54.421 
72.474 
55.544 
44,571 
62,178 

58,168 
49,341 
56,872 
62,678 
49,611 

34,090 
68,882 
60,335 
72,572 
31,431 

58,741 
24,980 
22,267 
72,443 
24,427 
60,044 



84,741 
112.110 
113.882 

79.646 
101.496 

109,261 
57,084 
97,945 

151,433 
79,531 

67,731 
139.304 
116,909 
112,249 

43,966 

95,131 
33,809 
43,578 

101,321 
28.793 

118,927 



358.456 
370.765 
283.368 
249,401 
507.492 

260,826 
359,459 
321,493 
355,407 
327,610 

350.966 
217,685 
350.205 
362.798 



365,962 
366,127 
334,088 
429.209 
339,420 
366,058 



273,715 
268,655 
169.486 
169.755 
405,996 

151,065 
302,375 
223,548 
203,974 
248,079 

292,235 
24,318 
233,296 
250.549 
286,086 

270,831 
331,318 
290,510 
317,888 
310.627 
247.131 



19,601 



792,778 



1,888,847 



7,214,347 



5,261,437 
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THE FOREST FIRE DISTRICT. 

Total number of farms, acres of improved and unimproved land in farms, 
acreage of fire district, and number of acres of timber, wood and brush lands 
in the forest fire district of Michigan: 

Total number of farms 26,106 

Total acres in improved farm lands 1,028,025 

Number acres unimproved lands in farms 1,549,330 

Total acres in farms 2,577,355 

Total acres in forest fire district 17,705,169 

Number of acres in timber, wood and brush land, 

exclusive of unimproved land in farms 14,063,751 

In showing the total number of acres of wood and brush lands in the 
entire upper peninsula and the twenty-one northern counties of the lower 
peninsula in the fire district, the one million five hundred forty-nine thousand 
three hundred and thirty acres of unimproved land in farms has not been 
taken into account. Probably ninety-eight per cent of this land is covered 
with timber, wood and brush, and could safely be classed with the timber, 
wood and brush lands of the fire district, and add to the grand total of this 
class of lands about one and one-half million of acres more. From this grand 
total should be deducted the lands within city and village plats, raih-oad 
right-of-ways, saw-mill and timber yard locations, which is estimated at 
about one hundred thousand acres, leaving a total of about fifteen millions 
five hundred thirteen thousand and eighty-one acres in timber, wood and 
brush lands in the fire district. 

There are 26,106 farms scattered throughout the district. These are the 
greatest elements of danger in starting forest fires, in dry and dangerous 
times, by the occupants clearing land and burning logs and brush. 

With vigorous and energetic protection against forest fires the 15,530,081 
acres of forests in northern Michigan may be preserved until the natural 
development of agriculture reduces the number of acres of timber, wood and 
brush land to a reasonable proportion of improved farm lands. 

UNITED STATES FORESTRY RESERVE IN MICHIGAN. 

The following is the Ust of U. S. Government lands in Michigan withdrawn 
from entry and set aside as forest reserves according to a report from the 
U. S. Land Office at Marquette, Michigan, dated February 15, 1909: 

County. 

Iosco 40,960 acres. 

Oscoda 36,840 " 

Ogemaw 4,680 " 

Alcona 9,360 " 

Montmorencv 17,520 " 

Alpena ^ 3,840 " 

Presque Isle 12,040 " 

Cheboygan 5,360 " 

Chippewa 21,040 " 

Luce 9,880 " 

Roscommon 11,240 " 

Crawford 25,120 " 

Total 197,880 - " 
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EFFECT OF RAINFALL AND TEMPERATURE UPON FIRE CONDITIONS. 

During a period covering the past forty-four years three unusual and 
severe general forest fires have occurred in Michigan, the fires of 1871, 1881 
and 1908, also a lesser forest fire of 1894. Forest fires have Occurred in 
other years, however, but the four years named are the ones where fires have 
been general throughout the forest districts of this State. The year 1871 
was noted for its lack of rainfall, exceedingly hot weather and hot winds. 
The fire swept over all sections of the State having been lumbered, especially 
the Saginaw Valley and the territory north and west, which suffered severely 
from fires. The deficiency in the rainfall as shown by the records at the 
climatology station of the Michigan Agricultural College for the summer of 
1871 is much below normal. 

The next very dry and drouthy period occurred during the summer of 1881. 
The Agricultural College records for that year show a great deficiency in the 
precipitation, beginning in April and ending in September. The territory 
called the "thumb" of Michigan, embracing the counties of Huron, Sanilac 
and Tuscola, suffered great loss in human life and property during that year. 
While the forest fires were general throughout the timbered sections of 
Michigan during the summer of 1881, the destructive elements were not as 
great as occurred during the year 1871, excepting in the counties named. 

In the summer of 1894 a severe drouth extended through the months of July 
and August, with the precipitation falling below normal in June, and during 
the entire month of August not a trace of moisture was observed. The 
situation was reheved and the greatest danger averted in Michigan by a good 
rainfall during the month of September. A number of fires occurred in Mich- 
igan during this drouth, but none which could be termed a general forest 
fire, owing to the precipitation in September nearly approaching the normal 
and preventing the early frosts and hot September suns from making tinder 
out of the ground forest growths of ferns, brakes, weeds, etc. While Michigan 
escaped the ravages of serious forest fires during the year 1894, some of the 
sister states suffered severely. It was during this year that Minnesota suf- 
fered most severely, the Hinkley fire occurring, in which four hundred eighteen 
persons perished. 

The cause of the forest fires for the year 1908 are traceable direct to climatic 
conditions. The deficiency in rainfall for the months of July, August, 
September and October this year are shown to be greater, by the records of 
the Agricultural College, than for the same months of any year since the 
year 1864, when this meteorological station was established. The weather 
conditions covering the period from April to November, 1908, were the most un- 
usual and favorable for destructive forest fires. The warm and humid weather 
with frequent warm rains, covering a long period during the early season, 
produced a heavy growth of brakes, ferns, fire weeds and other forest ground 
vegetation. This condition was followed by continued dry, hot weather, 
beginning in the month of June and ending the last part of the month of 
October. In the upper peninsula and the northern part of the lower peninsula, 
the frosts during the months of August and September killed much of the 
forest ground vegetation, which the hot, dry weather soon converted into 
tinder of the most inflammable nature, severe kilhng frosts occurring in the 
upper peninsula on the second, and in the northern counties of the lower 
peninsula on the third of October. The frost, added the dead hardwood 
leaves to the dry ground growth, and the hot, dry weather following, with 
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hot southerly winds, produced a condition for fires not before occurring in 
Michigan. 

While the conditions in northern Michigan, especially those existing 
throughout the upper peninsula, are not at all times identical with those 
observed at the climatology station of the Agricultural College and at the 
ofl&ce of the State Board of Health at Lansing, however, there is sufficient" 
similarity of the general conditions to make comparisons of rainfalls for 
various years of interest and of value in considering the influences upon the 
great fires occurring during the vasious periods of high temperature and 
deficiency in precipitation. From observations taken at the stations named 
covering the period from the year 1864 to and including the year 1908, it is 
determined that the mean annual temperature is 46 degrees. The average 
annual precipitation is 31.49 inches. Usually the least precipitation occurs 
during, December, January and February, and the most during May, June 
and July. During the driest year known, 1894, a total of 19.30 inches of 
precipitation occurred. The wettest year was 1883, when the yearly pre- 
cipitation was 48.36 inches. The period of the greatest danger from forest 
fires is covered by the months of August, September and October. Early 
frosts, followed by drouthy conditions, invite the most serious fire results. 
Apprehension from fires is felt during the early spring months, in the north. 
However, the same warm sun- that dries out the leaf mould brings out the 
green vegetation which is, in itself, a bar to serious forest fires. From the 
table prepared at the Agricultural College and from the report furnished by 
the State Board of Health at Lansing, the precipitation and the temperature 
for the years 1871, 1881, 1894 and 1908, the years in which the most serious 
forest fires have occurred in Michigan and adjoining states, is shown to be as 
follows: 



Year. 


Jan. 


Feb. 


Mar. 


Apr. 


May. 


June. 


July. 


Aug. 


Sept. 


Oct. 


Nov. 


Dec. 


Annual. 


Normal. 


1871 


3.95 


1.73 


3.91 


2.97 


1.97 


2.93 


3.10 


1.42 


0.79 


1.43 


1.25 


1.76 


27.21 


31.49 


1881 


2.27 


3.77 


2.66 


1.73 


2.11 


4.37 


1.81 


1.63 


2.91 


5.56 


4.09 


1.75 


34.66 


31.49 


1894 


1.37 


0.53 


1.25 


2.76 


4.83 


1.30 


0.86 


0.00 


2.59 


1.91 


0.97 


0.93 


19.30 


31.49 


1908 


1.07 


3.30 


2.94 


2.27 


7.61 


1.11 


1.80 


4.97 


0.63 


0.74 


2.18 


1.96 


30.58 


31.49 



The total precipitation for the year 1871 was 27.21 inches, while the year 
following it was but 26.84 inches. The dangerous month of September for 
the year 1871 had a rainfall of but 0.79 inches, while the rainfall for the same 
month in the year 1872 was 5.21 inches, removing all danger of fires. 

For the year 1881 the total rainfall was 34.66 inches, which was 3.17 inches 
more than normal. However, the precipitation for the months of July, August 
and September for that year was 2.89 inches below normal. The year fol- 
lowing the total precipitation was 1.78 inches less than for the year 1881, 
while the total rainfall for the months of July, August and September, 1882, 
was 1.36 inches greater than for the year before. 

The driest year known, 1894, had but 0.86 inch rainfall during the month 
of July, and not a trace of precipitation during the month of August. How- 
ever, relief came in the month of September with but 0.40 inch below normal, 
followed during the month of October with 1.91 inches of rain. The year 
following the precipitation was but 22.80 inches, 3.50 inches greater than the 
driest year, and 8.69 inches below normal. For the months of July, August 
and September for that year, there was a total precipitation of 6.96 inches, 
while the month of June was 2.87 inches of precipitation below normal. 
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The year 1908, a marked departure from what is shown by the usual pre- 
cipitation over the State took place. For the month of August the rainfall 
in the southern part of the State was 2.15 inches above normal, while for the 
same period in northern Michigan the precipitation was 0.85 inch below 
normal. The month of October, following the observations at Lansing, 
shows the deficiency to be 1.97, the driest over this section of the State for 
twenty-nine years, while in northern Michigan the rainfall for the same 
month was 2.30 inches below normal. 

The total precipitation for the year. 1908, at Lansing, was 30.58 inches, 
while in northern Michigan the total precipitation covering the same period 
was but 26.06 inches, or four and fifty-two one-hundredths inches less than 
in southern Michigan. 
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